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Tlie publisliei has rendered timely service, by ,puhlisli,- 
ing the recent speeches and statements of Indian and Bri- 
tish statesmen on llie Indian situation. 

. Ml. Amer)’- has handed ovei India’s future, to Mr. Jin- 
nah; foi, pei feeling tlie British policy of divide and rule, 
tlie latter has been accorded a light to veto all political pio- 
gress of India. 

The Indian National Congiess, tlie Hindu Mahasabha, 
tlie large majoiity of Muslims who owe no allegiance to the 
Musbm League^ tlie Sikhs, the Indian Christians, tlie Liberals, 
tlie laige number of Nationalists who have so far not asso- 
ciated with any political organisation — even the Indian 
States — aie negligible in die eyes of diis Secretaiy of State. 
India, which centuries of sacrifice have built up, he hopes to 
weaken oi destioy as suits the self-interest of Britain. 

♦ 

Mr. Jinnah with his small band of Leaguers claims to 
lepiesent ten cioies of Muslims — which in fact he does not. 
The terms, on which he was prepaied to co-opeiate widi the 
Viceioy, were that he and his Muslim Leaguers should be . 
allowed to occupy a predominant position in the Govefmmeht 
of India m order that diey may coerce the country into doing 
his bidding His Pakistan utterances indicate an ambition 
to destroy the Nation and reduce the millions who do not, 
or camiot, be members of the Muslim League to the position 
of helots in India As a result, communal bitterness is stalk- 
ing the land, taking its toll of human lives 

Thus Ml Jinnah aspires to conquei' what Aurangzebe 
with his aimy failed to retain. 

In this attempt, British statesmen find a convenient ex- 
cuse foi perpetuating the bureaucratic control of the country. 
But much can be forgiven to them at this moment when they 
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PREFACE 


Since their ad\cnt in‘0 this country never have the Britishers — 
or for that matter neither haS the world — witnessed so unique and 
united an Indian opposition to their Governmental policy towards 
India s constitutional development, as the one that e\ists today Some- 
thing like this, though to a smaller degree by far, was witnessed during 
the Visit ot the Simon Commission But then the British had a few 
reactiohary Indian allies' to expose their cause These Indian 

natiinals reposed so great a faith in British good 

will that the extremists dubbed them as ]g-hul{tims and ‘pillars of the 
British Imperialism in this country ’ ^ Even these have revolted today 
and refuse to be used as tools of the Imperialists Who ever heard 
of an Adviser to the Secretary of State giving to that high functionary 
a public advice and chastisement? Yet, that is what Dr E Ragha- 
vendra Rao (Adviser to the Secretary of State for India) did on May 

2, during a debate initiated by the East India Association in London. 

i 

I •' 

The whole country stands today united as one man, in this oppo- 
sition to British Imperialism India has awakened, the nation has 
recovered her soul 

^ I 

I How has this come to pass? What has brought about this umque 
situation? The War, is the reply In their glum possessive Impena- 
listic mood the Bntish declared India in, when Britain declared \Var 

J 

against Germany They did not stop to think and reckon the possible 
repercussion of such a a complacent deasion on their part It is pos- 
sible that, the British Government thought diat such a vehemently 
anti-Nazi country like India, would whole-heartedly join m the war 
against Nazism They managed to overlook the fact that Indians 
though dead set against Nazism -were not enamoured with Bntish 
Imperialism either. , , 
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on SqncmbcT f 1914 Kinp Gocrpt \ «l<il 00 iH jrt'- 
pk of ImTia to fipht 10 o%eriKKiw an unparalltlcil aiuuh upon the 
cofiunaity of ci'niratioo and ibc Pcatr of mankind India » rnjvnic 
vr2t iponunttnn and mm^Wminp*’ India finKcd htr rntlltoni Jn 
mcTi« money and matcnal lo Untam • aid- In the floih ed Mctrty 
laiptly ihrooph India » Kelp Britain broke Kef iroiK— Kedprd and prrf 
fered Indu a counterfeit halfhearted and makebcltne imaraj Ir><!ui 
Icami her Icaten bitterly but tvTik the t^ould forp'C but no< ferpn 

The declaratwm of the \ Kcroy making Irnlta beHi^Ccrml bfauj^bt 
op country wide protntu *A\T>cn on ^ep»tmbeT 1 1 igyo Kmp rut-pc 
\T aiVed India to fipKt for a principle tihKh m Mtal to the lutuic ri 
mankind, the mponte wai ftlnctant an«I tullcru** But ibe leader* 
of the important prtiei were not p re p a ml at that tlapc to prrviptjtr 
arty pdiucal turmoil b) aiKiiinp non parti ipaiion in the irar enm. 
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Indians Declare your war aims and to indicate your eatnestness- 
grant.us, as a small token, a provisional National Government at the 
Centre for the duration of the war We do not ask complete free- 
dom now, at this stage when you are fighting for your very existence. 
Show us that you are sincere by conceding our minor demands. You 
may keep all the safeguards in your favour and we will not much 
mind It at the present. This was the touchstone of British sincerity. 
The cat was out of the bag, when the British Government declared 
Its inability to state what its war aims were The British Prermer 
declared^ his war aims, for the present i to be “one of self preserva- 
' tion ” Different Cabinet Ministers made various statements — all va- 
guely worded One of them just said that Britain’s war aims were ‘to 
win the war’ 

I This decided India’s attitude towards British Imperiahsm, though 
practically every one in the country "was, in the heart of hearts, pray- 
ing for the defeat of Hitler and Mussohni “We are slaves now”, so 
thought Indians, “under foreign domination Why should we help 
to perpetuate that slavery, for that is the only meaning of British refusal 
to concede even the minor demands of Indian, nationahsts ” And, 
when they are not prepared to grant even these minor demands now, 
what guarantee is there that they will do anything for India when 
they win the war? 

' Several things happened before the country was disillusioned about 
Bntish intentions , The Viceroy Linlithgow, soon after declarmg India 
at war ,with Germany, sent for two score and twelve men from all over 
the country They , belonged to various , groups, descrippons and de- 
nominations Any one who got up and said that he was a leader and 
represented some sub-caste or sub-section of the population was .confer- 
red the honour of spendmg a few minutes with the Viceroy These 
senes of interviews were int^ded obviously to impress the outside 
world, especially the United States of America , 

’ 1 * f ‘ 

Before proceedmg further, as to what the outcome of the senes 
of interviews was, it is necessary to know the individual, who repre- 
sents His Majesty’s Government and an the name of England rules 
this country ■^ith the help of the steel-frame “compnsmg a seWice 
which in spite of its designation is ‘neither Indian nor Civil’. '_Not 
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tv“Op a I Ka\x oo pcnctul Voomlcd^ of tht pmtVnun, ot^cjt 

Oinwph the fifwtw oC htm I t<x I Kite thm »ecn Kmt often In con^ 
ncction urth cattle ihowj anj |>rctmiaiioo of mid buTR I letter I 
take the be« tJcicnpticin of thtt au]^tt pcTwulity from what Can 
dh fi hat uid. Howcter *rxrt-toop»fd one mif he Camlhiji cannet 
be tfccaterl. I rrprodo*c bdm". (or the benefit o( ihr* rcaJm. Can- 
ilhijr* otimaic of ihii peer of the Englnh realm, who hat been rated 
31 one of I'M®* preatett (anarct. GamJhip 

*'He u jtr3i;;ht in hti talk always Jchbcratr afnl nnoom cal 
in hit lanpwjfc lie c% nertt eqoivocat never leavet you in 
tjouht at to hit meaning lie comryrt the m«t unpilauh'e de 
at ont with a talmnett aovl cmirlct) whKh. foe the moment 
make you think that you hate heard no harth or hard decti on. 
He littcni to your arjjument wath a patientr and attmtion I 
have never known any other \*ke'oy nr h'ph fonctiwury l> 
thou m an equal meavurr He It noer rufTIed an«l i ter dv 
courtfou \Vnh all tlilt howeter he ii rvo* to lie rauly mmri! 
frren lit poiutoo He rvett you %ith hli n on il* 

matter uivkr d wuu alrrtdv made H laVet rtf nrt to Ir* 
you think that it m to. bvtt there h rto vfnuht a mvI « that htt 
d«i ron iv orKhan^raWe He h rut: mryeitr lleKn 
ama/inj; <o«fi k’furr in the rrTecto“»v ht» jihlfmen 
H Wt nor |rl oc m a jrmtlemjni « any r'lwf 

a^fee m nnt I lute a!i*a)» felt that after Ifw ( jmTVi Irwin I xt 
11 ind vitfjpt if-ci W 1 thj th rr »houl I K* n>> m in’ » »ih pKtv. 
%\h)tftef ih^ wantn! to do th^ «KouM n ^pm^lendt I* 

tfiowt a h j;h wn»e of |uvt <r r4 I «un P'nv wlf ai» itanor 

I th nV. 11 It thr lait^ I! ao.| I httr !•^rrv frrivh r^ff m 
I*" pirr J I** liar il {T irturt |»^*rro ot a» peril at ih^ no !•* 

II I r tt*,h an onm al rt tl-^ V^rf n it p« n rw rn ^r^r 
lf> rrlt e **hii I mutt / my i*n|^r*t frt i t iV i wf h I ItT 
r- '*^1 lA a d rry^r wh h in mt cytc m wn wVjvTy a r»-l» 

t-t \i ryrtfve tf n» fn ntt t»w I hi»r 1*^0 r-i ftTV 

» » J * thin to f-vr ,• 

H I • »l ax! iV' V rrttn fl t r |o.> i I a V* N 
i-\t ’ ( IT prirr* tf'** ' n Ji x »n ih t »rj Af it *“ 
Cm -n r^jri cf t*<T « n i»t a- t J q ' rr k» 
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standing at attention, it-\vas not difficult to command all the parapher- 
nalia required for 'the prosecution of war. Policy of drift scrupulous- 
ly maintained has become the order of the day Whilst subjecting the 
country to this Imperialistic strangle-hold, the Viceroy and the Secre- 
tary of State 'indulged in, what has now turned out to be their favou- 
rite hobby, issuing lengthy statements on the political deadlock These 
statements contained nothing which would induce Indians to help m 
solving the political tangle but -they settled the purpose of beguiling 
the world into a belief that the British Government was all anxiety 
to part with power in favour of Indians but that Indians them- 
selves have been making it impossible ' 

, 1 

Having Seen the genesis of “divide and rule” Bntish policy m 
India It Will be evident to even an ordinary political thinker that the 
'vanous British statements, declarations and speeches are runnmg true 
to their type * i > . > 

, The erstwhile Secretary of State for India set the ball rollling He 
made several statements on the Indian situation when the War be- 
gan and encouraged the communalists to stiffen their impossible atti- 
tudes The Viceroy played his part well by .contributing fifty-two 
types of arguments The advent of Mr L S Amery showed a 
flicker of hope to Indian aspirations but its synchronisation with the 
ascendancy of Mr Winston' Churchill to power robbed it of any high 
hopes for the “hewers of wood and drawers of water ” The pre- 
mium put on the previous utterances of Gorakhpur born Leopold 
Amery and his statement on assumption to the London correspondent 
of the Hindustan Times'. “You can tell India that every ounce of rny 
’ energy will be directed m consultation with the Viceroy towards seek- 
ing an agreement with leaders of Indian opinion,” have proved 'to be 
mere prattlings > 

" •) t - I ^ . 

We will see in these pages how the Linlithgow — Amery combina- 
tion started with systematic underrmmng of the spread of national feelmg 
assidously achieved by the Congress The following pages .will reveal 
how the Muslim hare was given a. flying start under the transigience 
truculence of a perennial President of the LeagUe We 'Will read m 
the following pages -how the antipathy and anger of the Mahasabha 
was inflamed and the Hindu. hound let loose in chase as a counterpoise 
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bong a leader I have no pcrtonal koowlcdlge of the gentleman, except 
through the photos of bua I see. I have thus seen him often in coo* 
Dcction with caedc-ihows and presentation of stud bulk. Hencci I 
take the best description of thu august personality from udiat Gan 
dhiji has said. However sweet-tongued one may be, Gandhijt cannot 
be deceived. I reproduce bdow for the benefit of the readers, Gan- 
dhip t estimate of thu peer of the English realm, who has been rated 
as one of 19^0 s greatest fanurca. Says Gaodhi}t 

“He u straight in hu talk, always deUberate, and o rooocmcal 
in his language He is never equivocal, never leaves you 10 
doubt as to hts meaning He conveys the most unpalatable de 
cisions with a calmness and courtesy which for the moment, 
make yxju think that you have heard no harsh or hard dccnion. 
He listens to your argument with a paueo^ and attention I 
have ne\'cr known any other Viceroy or high functionary to 
show m an equal measure He is never ruffled and nertr div* 
courteous Wdh all this, however he is rux to be easily moved 
from hu position He meets you mth hu deastm on the 
matter under discuiston already made He tales care not to let 
you think that it u so, but there is no doubt about it that hts 
decision is unchangeable. He li not receptive. He has 
amating confidctKc in the toTcctncii of hu judgment. 
He does not bdtrrc m o gcnikman s or any other 
agreement I haNC alsvays felt that after the Gandhi Irwm Pact 
B"iiish satraps decided that there should be no more such pacts. 
■\Vhatc%-cr they wanted to do they should do independently It 
lho^^•a either a high sense of \ufticc or boundless self aisurarKC 
I think It IS the latter He and I have become fncndi never to 
be parted be the differe n ces between os as great as they can he 
Holding such on opinion about the ^^lecroy it paint me to have 
to relate vshat I most of my impmskm of the talks which have 
ended m a divergence which, in my opinion was wholly astildi 
ble Acceptance of my propo sa l would hare been no less bene 
fical to England than to India " * 

He his adsTscfs and the Secretary of Slate for India liavc tn be 
thanked for the present impossible situation in the country After lU 
bong the Cenemment of the country and a quixotic pfin*ely order 
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standing at attention, ifwas not difficult to comman4 all the parapher- 
naha required for the prosecution of war Policy of drift scrupulous- 
ly maintained has become the order of tl\c day Whilst subjecting the 
country to this Impcnahslic slranglc-hold, the Viceroy and the Secre- 
tary of State indulged in, what has now turned out to be their favou- 
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statements contained nothing which would induce Indians to help in 
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the world into a belief that the British Government was all anxiety 
to part with power in favour of Indians but that Indians them- 
selves have been making it impossible 

Having seen the genesis of “divide and rule” British pohc)' in 
India It will be evident to even an ordinary' political tliinker that the 
various British statements, declarations and speeches are running true 
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The erstwhile Secretary of State for India set the ball rollling He 
made several statements on the Indian situation when the War be- 
gan and encouraged the communahsts to stiffen tlieir impossible atti- 
tudes The Viceroy played his part well by contributing fifty-two 
types of arguments The advent of Mr L S Amcry showed a 
flicker of hope to Indian aspirations but its synchronisation with the 
ascendancy of Mr Winston Churchill to piower robbed it of any high 
hopes for the “hewers of wood and drawers of water ” The pre- 
mium put on the previous utterances of Gorakhpur born Leopold 
Amery and his statement on assumption to the London correspondent 
of the Hindustan Times: “You can tell India that every ounce of my 
’ energy will be directed in consultation with the Viceroy towards seek- 
ing an agreement with leaders of Indian opinion,” have proved 'to be 
mere pratthngs ' 

~ 5 " ' 

We will see in these pages how the Linhthgow — Amery combma- 
tion started with systematic undermining of the spread of national feeling 
assidously achieved by the Congress ’ Thfe following pag6s will reveal 
how the Muslim hare was given a flying start under the transigience 
truculence of a perennial President of the LeagUe We will read in 
the following pages how the antipathy and anger of the Mahasabha 
was inflamed and the Hindu. hound let loose in chase as a counterpoise. 
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In the following pago w will find how hoflcit imtllectml 
gianu meeting in a Coofcrcace in Bombay hive been dubbed ai poli- 
ttcal •pigimca and relegated to the woodi. 

In ihort, the foUowing page* wil! 'present the reader with a pano- 
ramic chronological new of the prejcnt pditial nalanalc obtaining 
uv the country « a remit pure and nmplc — of Bntam tnimng oppoitu- 
niUo, banking oq her povcrbtal “muddling through to mcceu" lock. 

Meanwhile, things are moring fast in the ouuide world. The 
war it getting nearer India Tbc time it fart approaching when Eng 
land and Indu xsiQ have to fight shoulder to shoulder against the 
common enemy who is seeking cnslas'cmcnt of tbc v^wld. The great 
“Arsenal of Democracy is slowly but turely moving too'ards full aid 
to England. And, dm is the England which has again and again 
retuied tbc demand of India for independence. The Goremment of 
Kong George VI has refused to India the independence that King 
George III re/iwed to the 13 ongtna) State* of the Ammon Colonies 
George \\*ashingtoo headed a Reroluuon which freed Amenca from 
the gnp of England— America which today a* the “Arsenal of De 
mocra7" tt lUrhmg to pide up the gauntlet to help England as an 
equal but scaor ally 

Rough parallels and contrast* between the American movement 
and the present one in India arc worth noting The Ammeao rebels 
w-cre in actual rmnonty Wealthy colomits wished to stay with the 
Bniiih for the sake of security a* many of our Pnncthngi and tbcir 
ilk, do today 

nntain* argument that we are unfit to govern was uwd against 
the Amenrani then Our charges against the Bnliih ore almost 
word b\ word what Americas were Ameticani were split rcligiou«ly 
and polttifaTlj as in India. 

George Uashmgfoo took advantage of EngUnd** European trou 
b’e to win Americas liberty Tins 1* etactly what CandhTji— India s 
undisputed po meal leader In this struggle — refuses to tK ^m^fran 
move m e n t was boistertwt and iiolent Gtndhun terhniqoe is peace 
fill and nnn-imVnt Trance came co Americas help tbrn but 00 ooe 
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will come to India’s India is destined to fight a lone hand Can it 
be that tlic frcedom-lovfng people ot America do not understand and 
sympathi7e with this country’s struggle by recalling their own ? 

The scale, character, methods and technique of the movement led by 
the "naked fakir’ are unique and unprecedented in history As great a 
pacifist ns was Christ himself, Mahatma Gandhi not only preaches 
but practises all the Christian doctrines of loving enemies and win- 
ning them And he has started with mighty Britain and will win 
despite British machine guns, cannon, bayonets and bombers without 
bloodshed May the dawm of that day be not too far off — indications 
arc that it is just below' the horizon 
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Secretary of State's Callous Outburst 
in tHe House of Commons 

L S \MrRy, Sccrctirj of Smc for Indin> mo\ctl n resolu- 
tion in tlic House of Commons on 22nd April 19^1 to c\tcnd for anodicr 
jcir the Proclnnnlion under which the (Jovernors of the Indian Pro- 
vinces can assume the powers of Prosincnl Lc^slaiures. 

The purpose of the resolutions which I 'im submitting to the 
House,’ he said, *is to extend for another twcKc months Proclama- 
tions issued under provisions of Section 93 of the Gosemment of 
India Act Under terms of that Section, the Goternor of a Pro- 
\incc, It he IS satisfied that a situation has arisen wherein Parliamen- 
tary Government cannot be earned on in accordance w'lth the Act, 
can, by Proclamation, assume all or any of the powers vested m pro- 
vincial bodies and authorities’ . 

This situation arose in October 1939 in consequence of the 
action of the Congress Party’s so-called High Command in ordering 
‘Congress Ministers to resign Proclamations under Section 93 were 
accordingly issued m seven provinces and their continuance in force 
for a further twelve months was duly approved by the House on 
Apnl 18 last year There has been no change in the situation since 
then and I regret we have no alternative to further extension of these 
‘emergency provisions 
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In the four Pronncq of Bengal, Amra Sind and Punjab with po- 
pulation something like loo rniUt^n people — one-third of the whole popu- 
lation of British India — Provincial Sclf-Go^'emmc^lt has continued to 
work uninterrnptcdlj under compomtt Go\'emincnts induding Muslim 
and Hindu Mmisters, On all questions which most nearly affect ordimry 
life of the anzen — all qaestioas. In fact, t\hlch occupy most of the 
attention of this House m times of peace — these hundred milhon of 
Indians have now for four years, been enjoying advantages of demo- 
cratic Sclf-Govcmment. hfinistcn and Legalaion have continued to 
gam experience and are making tbar contribudon not only^to the 
welfare of ihar conitituenti withm wide sphere of tbar direct autho- 
nty but also to Indu s gen er a l war effort. 

We ought not to undcr-cstimate the sigmficanct of this remark 
able ad\‘ancc in Sdf*Govcmment over so large a field. Nor can wc 
afford to ignore the rmportaoce of the voice, which these pnmnees, 
through tbar Go%*cmmcnts, ore bound to ea erase m any ddibcranons 
affecling the future constituuoei of India- 

‘Frora this point of new it is a matter of deep regret that the 
two hundred miUion inhabiianu of other seven pronnm were, by an 
ultase of the Coagreis High Comimod, forbidden to continue to build 
up the practice and iradiuon of Self-OivcmTocni. Thar Gor em naentt 
too had made sauiCactory beginning and if they made miitakes — as 
even SIX have been knois-n to do—the remedy lay with their electors. 

So far Indeed, as pronnaal electorates ore concerned. It mun be 
admitted that they haie nowhere Showed any signs of tfistmi at sus- 
peniion of ParUamcmary Government — in ihii respect no doubt, differ 
Ing grealiy irom what would be the attitude of out own tlttton If 
deprived of the scmccs of this front bench. The change to direct 
personal Govcmmeni by Goremors and permanent ©fftaalt met *‘‘Iih 
general acquiescence and indeed goodwilL ^\'halcver political unrot 
there nuy be m India today has certainly not anteo In any way from 
suqiemion of provinaal Self-Gorerntneni. 

There has been no dtscontmuity or abrupt reversal In either ad* 
roimstrative or legislative policy In few Instaneei Indeed, notably lo 
connection w-Hth Prohibition, legislation has had to lie modified In em- 
sequenct of legal deauons. But, generally speaking the isoft of he 
ceficent social pfogiess continues In full swing and with bread puK c 
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approval iThe House^, certainly, need not fear.that t;he continuance of 
direct^ Government ip thwe provinces for another, twelve , months, wilh, 
of Itself, add to the difficulties of the political situation 

What, .indeed, was a really senpus macUon of the Congress 
controlled Ministries, was not so much direct as the. immediate result 
of their action in ..the prqvinces .themselves where it twas held in com- 
plete disregard, displayed by the. most powerful political orgamzation 
in India, for ^th^ responsibilities of Self-Government and an indirect 
effect, of this evidence of Congress methods, upon the general pohtical 
situation , 

. When we speak oi responsible Parhamentary Government we are 
apt to emphasise one aspect of that responsibility — namel)^ responsibi- 
lity of Government towards party majority in Legislature But Res- 
ponsible Parhamentary Government, if it is to work successfully, im- 
plies threefold responsibihty There is first and foremOst the respon- 
sibility to the Crown, in other words, to the general welfare, the duty 
of maintaimng substantial continmty and efficiency of Government — 
of seeing, in an old phrase, that ‘Kings Government is carried on’ 
There is, secondly the responsibihty to Parliament as an mstitution, 
founded, Mr Speaker, upon your authority and upon the rights of 
minorities which, subject to established procedure of Parhament, are in 
your keeping ' ' 

^ I 

It IS only in the third place and subject to these dominatmg resr 
ponsibihties that the Government is responsible to its supporter in Par- 
liament for the prombtion of particular pohcies in which they are 

f 

interested ~ f '' J 

, In the present ,c^e the Mimsters resigned not as a result of any 
difference with the Governors, not over any issue of provmaal pohey 
not -at- the instance of then pwn supporters They resigned m order 
to bnng about, a xomplete, breakdown of the admimstration^and parha- 
m^tary hfenn then own provinces at the orders, of an outside, exe- 
cutive, which iWJshgd m this impenous and nresponsible fashion ,, to 
express its dsapproval of the absence of a statement by the BnUsh. 

Government of then war aims framed to its hkmg 
'C TI 'jfij ro ’ r ' j r ' > I ' ' -.i. ' > 

^ pL c^ prdy, say] that, whatever may have^ l^en',thc motives whichv 
inspired the cpndijct^bothirpf ;ffie popgressiHigh^jCommand^and the. 
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A Nation at Bay 


Provincial Minutnc*, there ts no greater danger to the Demo' 
critic Govemment m India as dsewhcrc than Party Totahtanamsm 

What has been even more immediately senous in its has been 
the demonstrabon of Congress methods upon other nnportant dements 
in India, non-Congrtss Provinces, Muslim community g ener a lly and 
the Pnncei, It has been confirmed to a point of a fixed determma 
bon their already growing rductance to take part m or come under 
tny Central Gmemment m India which is likely to be subject to con 
trol of a majoniy in legalaturc, which in its mm would lunply obey 
orders of the Congress Central Excenbve. 

\ 

Tbc Coogress repnduted federal proviiiom of the Aa of 1933 
largdy because they had weighted rcprtscntaUon to some extent m 
the Legislatures m favour of mmonty dement, m what the Coogress 
regarded as an undemocratic sense, “nie Congress is, 1 fear blind to 
the nsk that no alternative Consbtubon u now hltdy to emerge whkh 
could secure for it as great a measure of influence and control o\tc 
India as a whole u it would have exemsed under the present Acu 

The most significant symptom of tbc changed situauon ti the 
growing strength of the demand vdeed by Mr Jinnah leader of the 
Muslim League, for complete severance from rat of India of north 
westan and north-caitem rones, wherein the Muslims constitute a 
nujonty and their establishment as complctdy independent states con 
Irollmg thar own Foragn Policy Defence, Customs and Finances. 

I am not concerned here to discuss the immense pracbcal difii 
culties m the way of this so<3Ued Pakistan project, ilaied m this its 
extreme form nor need I go back to the dismal record of India % 
history In the eighteenth century or to the dmitrtms experience of the 
Balkan countries before our eyes today In order to point out the ter 
rible dangers Inherent in any break-up of essential unity of India 
Ik any rate in us relation to the outside world After all 
there u no Bnnsh achie vem e n t in India of which we have better 
reatofi to be proud than the unity Internal peace and ragn of law 
which we hart given her 

It IS enough for my purpose if I can impcesi upon the House 
tbc one hand the underlying detcnninaboa of the Mailun Inda 
iwt to accept any Consbtnticn which does not give reasonably free play 
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to individual life of predominantly Muslim units and on the other the 
growing danger of preaching on both sides, Hindu and Muslim, of 
extreme and incompatible policies. ^ 

It was recognition of this danger as well as the hope that the 
gravity of the war situation might bring the parties together in a 
spirit of co-operation and responsibility, that led His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment to make a new statement of policy which was made public by 
Lord Linlithgow in August last. 

What was the essence of that statement? It was that the frame- 
work of India’s future Constitution should be devised by Indians for 
themselves and not by this House That was a far-reachmg and indeed, 
revolutionary announcement, the full importance of which, has not, I 
thmk, even yet been fully appreaated either in this country or in 
India 

It was, in fact, recognition in advance of India’s status as a 
Domimon 

That recognition was coupled with two conditions One vvas 
that provision would have to be made for the due fulfilment of those 
obligations which Great Britain’s long connection with India had im- 
posed on her 

Some of these, as for instance the obligations towards the existmg 
members of the Services, are by their very nature terminable But 
others like those arising from India’s present dependence upon this 
country for defence will naturally be subject to modification 
with the growth of India’s own capacity to defend herself 
unaided Others such as treaty obhgations of the Crown towards the 
Pnnees are of more endunng character In any case none of them 
stand in the way of shaping the structure of India’s future constitution, 
which IS to be essentially an Indian constitution framed m accordance 
with the Indian conceptions of the Indian conditions and the Indian 
needs , 

I 

,Evcn more important m this connection is the stipulation that the 
constitution itself and also the body which is to frame it must be the 
outcome of an agreement between prmapal elements m India’s na- 
tional hie. 
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^ ' "^That IS an cnenGal prttwjuisitc to ite Jitccc« of the future Von* 
intudcn* Rw ft Indiana cannot agree upon the kJmf of constiiuuon 
they are prepared to vkwk, how arc they* likely to agree upon the actual 
jvorkmg of it ? , ^ 

^ Our constitution -here works because there is behind it an un 
whiten agreement based upon oentunes of tradiUcM os to the Dmiis 
Vnthln which a nutonty can exercise lU position of advantage. In aU 
federal constitutions previom free agreement upon the nature of coo* 
ititutioo and of limits within which the majoniv rule can be cxerased 
has been tbc condioon upon v-hich tanom dements of federation have 
been prepared to come together 

Anxious as we are to see the responsibility of tbc Indian 001*011) 
ment resting upon Indian tbouldert wc cm only transfer that res* 
poQsibihty to tome body which can assume rt without immexliatdy 
breaking down or breaking up. 

Subject to that requisite of an agreement \Nhkh is inherent in the 
orcumsunces of tndun situation and not arbitranly imposed by our 
kKcs, the whde constitutional field is open for modification or fun 
damental reconstruetioo of the exuting Aet. 

The Indan iiatcsmen need not be bound by a lystern of Govern 
ment at the Centre contempbted in that Act or by relations betw-etn 
the Centre and Provinces and Stales. If they agree regard- 

ing tbc distribution of powers or dcctoral l y it ei u there is 
o field open for them for settlement. If they come to the 
coodunon that our type of democracy with an cxecuti« 

dependent tipon a Parliamentary ma|onty stands in the vray of an 
tigreemcm and that Indus needs would be better met by an cxceutive 
denying its auihonty more directly from the federated units bkc the 
American Executive, indepen de nt of legulaturc, that again is their res* 
ponsjbflity 

We, who in this House wrestled for months with intrlcarict of 
existing An which I still look upon as scry remarkable piece of coo* 
sthictisc legtsbtHwi — should be la« to underrate the difficulty of the 
task which lies before the Indun statenrrunihip ^ 

It IS a talk calling for sheer hard thinking In the working otrt 
of practical wap and means of solsmg an immensely complicated 



Secretary of Sfate*s Callous Outburst - 


problem It is a task whicK calls above all’ for that mediating and 
moderating spirit without which great things cannot be achieved in 
human affairs. That is tke task whereto we have mvitcd Indian states- 

, JU- J J~ 1 

manship. 


While the decisive and final resolution of so fundamental an issue can- 
not take place in the midst of the life and death struggle wherein we are 
engaged, there is nothing whatever to prevent the Indian thinkers and 
Indian businessmen from engaging now in those preliminary discus- 
sions and studies which are so essential to the success and which no 
more m India than elsewhere can be hastily disposed of We are 
only too anxious to promote such study and discussion in every way 
possible 


All the same the main' responsibility both for the initiation and 
completion of this high inquiry rests with the Indians themselves 
We can only pledge ourselves to hasten to the utmost degree decisions 
on all relevant issues that he within our part It is upon the Indiafi 
•statesmen and not upon us that the time table of future constitu- 
tional progress' depends. So much for the major constitutional pro- 
lilem ' ' 

There was a further question whether in, the interval there was 
any practical step that the Government could take which, without pre- 
judicmg the major issue, could contribute towards its solution 

J 

There could, of course be no question of changmg over the 
whole basis of admimstrative and legislative power or placing India’s 
war effort in hands of an entirely new executive Nor could that 

A f 1 •' I 

have been done without at once raising those Very issues of the 
division of ^ower between the conflicbng elements m India 'which 
are still unresolved What we could do was to mvitd the Indian 
leaders representmg mam political factors to 'jom the Viceroy’s Exe- 
cutive Council Invitation* to them was not only individually to take 
charge of important departments of State, but also to partake fblly in 
collective responsibihty of Council 

' Their inclusion would have brought the Indian membership of 
the Council, official ’ and unofficial, to a' substantial majority of the 
^yhble But it' would not Have so altered the essential character of' 
the Council as to deprive ^the Governor-General of his cxistmg tthited 
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axivijcn or « Jo commit the Trvfian leaden who Joined it to any 
course which would bare deprived them of a free hand in dealing 
with the major problems of the oMistituuoaal future. We beheved 
and ftin beheve that the creation of such a coahtion executive would 
have afforded an opportunity for the Indian leaden, m an atmos- 
phere of comnion effort for Imhaa secunty to forget for a while 
tbar differences and begin to envisage thar problems m the light of 
wider Indian patnotism. 

So far, our hopes have been disappoinied. Congress rejected out 
of hand both our major and totenm pn^xsah. Its attitude ts *'A11 or 
Nothing” and by all it means immediate independence of an India 
go ver n ed by a coostminoo which would ensure Congress controL 

It refused even to discuss the matter and proceeded to launch a 
curious campaign of hfahatnu GandhPs denting In pursuance of 
that campaign, Coogress leaden including ex Premten and ex Mims* 
ten as wcU os the Klected memben of the rank and hie have made 
speeches intended and calculated to interfere with the >v3r effort* 
They have ddibcratdy challenged fine or impnsonment wih the same 
unquestioning obedience to party whip as when they resigned the 
offiee in the provinces and in many eases 1 beltev'c with tame mlsgtv 
ing and reluctance. The situation thus created is naturally cmhar 
rassing as it w'as meant to be. But dearly the Government cannot 
punish the ordinary offenders and overlook the same offences uben 
committed by meo whose position and course of action deliberately 
enhances their figmficancc and thar political effect. 

This campaign of Ovil Disrfiedjcncc by lastalmcnu has now 
been m progress for nearly su months The hni phase in which ibe 
illegal action was confined to the leading members of the Cocigrm 
ended in January The second phase which irKludcd r e pr esen tames 
of pronncul and local committees ended early this month and we are 
DOW in rank and file fduse. 

Mapwrates while vindicating the law have treated the probfen 
with common sense ignoring norscntiues and m many cases Imposing 
fine wnlhoui option of impmenment. This latter procedure has hecn 
so dlscourapog to those whose chief inducement was prospectisc etrt 
uo peering value of prison sentence that Nlahatma Gandhi has had to 
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announce that payment of a fine will count as an equally meritorious 
•sacrifice in Congress hagiology. 

On the whole, the mo\cmcnt has proceeded languidly and without 
cNoking much popular interest except in the United Prosinccs which 
have in recent months contributed more than half the offences By 
the middle of March some 7,000 offenders had been convicted and some 
5,000 arc still in prison Tlic whole business is as regrettable as it is 
irrational but the Gosernment had and has no alternatnc to enforcing 
law 

Apart from the Congress the Gosernment’s major polic) for the 
constitutional future may be said to base relieved anxieties of the 
various elements which compose India's national structure. 

As regards more immediate policy of extension of the Viceroy’s 
Counal, acceptance in pnnciple unfortunately did not lead to any 
actual ag'-cement m detail The Muslim League in particular asked 
for measure of representation as against Hindu elements and made 
stipulations as to the future which the Viceroy could not see his way 
to accepting. It was of course always open to the Viceroy to add to 
his Council individual Indians of high character and ability But 
such a course would not have achic\cd the desired object which was 
to associate,, the representative Hindu and Muslim political leaders 
with the conduct of war and so bring them closer together for the 
future Very reluctantly therefore Lord Linlithgow decided m Nov- 
ember to discontinue for the time being his unwearied efforts earned 
on ever since the war began to bring the parties together leaving the 
door open to further reconsideration by those directly concerned 

No one can look upon the present deadlock with satisfaction Least 
of all patriotic Indians who, looking beyond narrower aims of sec- 
tional leaders, are deeply concerned with India’s progress towards equal 
partnership in our “Family of Free Nations” which is alike their goal 
as well as ours 

They, better than anyone else, can help to find a solution But 
they can do so only if they direct their efforts to the real source of the 
difficulty 

In the last few weeks, that distinguished veteran statesman, Sir 
Tej Baehadur Sapru whose breadth of outlook and courageous initia- 
tive played no small a part in the deliberations which led up to the 
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cxmmg-Tcderal Schenic, brought ~togttl>er m Bombay A ntunbff of 
cmineot Indian publicmcn outwdc the t«T) mam cdntcntfiing pohucal 
prganttabonj to consider the sicusoon. In the md, a resolution was 
passed but I oxn noc quite clear as to how many of those who attended 
one or more mce tings of this Conference actmUy concurred in ihi 
roolotiom 

That restduUon hai, since been discmied by Sir Tcj wnh the 
Viceroy and submitted to Hrs Ma|csty i Government and has been 
pubhshetL It asked for a complete reconstruction of the Executive 
Counal converting u into one comistcnt entirely of imofivial Indians 
drawn from important clonenis of public life. This new Council 
would be responsible, while ibe war u stiD m pr ogr ess to the Crown, 
and no to the Legtilature, but it should, in substance, be treated. In 
regard to all inter Iraperul and intcr-national matters, on the same 
footing as a Domimon Govemment, 

The resolution alto asked that thu rccommictlon ihoold be ac 
companied by an announcement of a dehnite tirT>e 4 im>t within which 
India IS to attain to the same roeasorc ^ Irtedom as Is en)oytd by the 
Dommions. 

I should be the last to approach In a critical or unsympathetic 
tpint the proposals brought forward by men of such eminent public 
scrvKC 03 those who have associated ibcmseJres with this rcsoluuon or 
animated by such genuine desue both to promote India s cowtilutional 
progress and her active partiapation m the war effort. I will, there 
fore, only touch very briefly on some of the more obsious dilHculucs 
which such scheme, if it were amed mto effect would present in 
practice 

The 1 heme proposed by the rcsoluuon would amount not lo a 
mo-JihcaUon of the presem form of Government but to its supersession 
by an cnttdy difTcrtnt type of Government. Thai is, certainly some 
thing going beyond what we think pranicalile In the midst of eser 
tncTtaiing strain and urgency of the Vrar situation. 

It would also create internal constitutional problems of no liolc 
difTiculty both in relation to the Provinces whether those now enfoy 
ing stlf-CoTemmen. or those administered under Section 93 and to 
the Princes and in that and other ways li would raise iiHl emteseJsTd 
Issues of conmtuuonal future 
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That Brings me to the underlying issue rLsdd/ but not faced by 
the Bombay Resolution' If I may"^ say s6, without discduftesy to' thdse 
who have sponsored it, the resolution seems to me to have been directed 
to the wrong address ' ' 


I have already pointed put that the time table; of India’s Constitu- 
tional advance depends far more upon Indian agreement than upon 
ourselves But the same apphes to any fa,r-reaching alteration of the 
firesent constitutional position 


As I think I have already made clear, our existing proposal for 
the expansion of the Viceroy’s Councd is in suspense, not because 
tiiose concerned — ^I am leaving the Congress on one side for the mo- 
ment — condemned the proposal on the ground of inadequacy but mainly 
because of the difficulty of reconciling the Muslim and Hindu claims 
■for relative position That difficulty is not lessened, but mevitably 
enhanced, by any suggestioU of a new type of Executive with more 
«xtfen§ive powers. 


^ It IS unfortunately already evident that Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru 
■and his friends have not been able to secure beforehand for their 
scheme any kind of agreement, if not between the Congress and the 
Muslim League, ^t any rate between the latter and other representa- 
tives of the Hindu majority Mr Jinnah has smce repudiated it as bemg 
■on ‘entirely wrong hnes,’ and as a trap, to use his phase, into which 
Sir Tej had been led by Congress wire-pullers On the other hand, the 
General Secretary of the Maha Sabha Party has declared that it will 
not co-operate m any scheme m which numerical majority of the 

.Hindu element is not reflcted in the composition of the Council 
I < 

\ 


\There is obviously no such agreement here as would afford the 
Reconstructed Council political support or even acquiescence in the 
I^egislature On the other hand, if the reconstructed Council is to be 
•composed not of leaders who, between them, can secure some measure 
of political backing, but of men individually eminent but politically 
unsupported, then objections which weighed against that course in the 
case^of an expansion of existing Council becoming much more formi- 
dable if It is a question of an entirely new Council with gready enlarged 
powers 



12 


A Nation at Bay 


It woold I tlunlc be very dilfictilt to pemade the Parliament to 
coofer Damimon or quan<DominioQ power t on a body so constituted. 
Nor would such a body be t\s T efl their respocuibflity to the Crown on 
the one side and in face of an unfnendly Icpslaturc on the other be 
likely for long to maiotam its prccanotis position. 

My appeal to Sir Tej and bts fnends would ibercfort be not to cease 
from their efiorts but to concentrate first and foremost on bringing 
the contending dementi m India together Whether they can best 
do that by the cxcrase of th&r persuasion upon the existing party 
leaders or by budding up a strong central party of men uho arc pre 
pared to put India first, thar efiorts may well be dcasivc in shapng 
tbc whole future of their co untr y 

Mcanuhik there are other fields besides that of pohucs In which 
India s future u being shaped In Afnca, in Malaya and nots in Iraq 
India IS establishing her daim to consideratbn as a major factor in 
winning of war Her troops by their gallantry and technical cffiacncy 
have made a conspicuous cootnbuuon to our victories m Libya and 
Entrea. They have faced trying ordeals of modem war and faced them 
largdy under the leadership of Indian o fl tetn who have amply 
justified thar training and the confidence placed in them 

Her young nary has earned highest ccmmendaiion from Admi- 
ralty for Its dcffltigabic is-ork m seas cast of Suez Expansion of her 
infant sir force u only held back against flood of recruits by a still 
irudcquaie total supply of machines. Her industries haic already 
made an unprecedented contribution to her war effort. 


{A debate folloued m uhtch some of the prominent 
members closely associated tcuh India subjected Mr Amrr) s 
statement to a severe criticism ) 



Mr. Amery Pats His Own Back 


Mr AMERY made a second speech in reply to the debate He 
, said “I do not think there could have been a more satisfactory 
■debate from my point of view, not because honourable members have 
treated the Secretary of State with consideration and kindness but be- 
cause of the real value which this debate will have in India when it 
is read and studied there The House has shown itself with refer- 
ence to India to be a truly liberal body. Speeches from all quarters 
of this House were true reflections of the spirit m which we are wag- 
ing this war and the cause for which we are fighting The debate 
illustrated to the full the fundamental universal goodwill of this 
House towards India and its aspirations There were many admirable 
speeches I would like to single out not only Earl Winterton but Sir 
"George Schuster and Mr Nicholson, who had exerased the pnvilege 
of goodwill, which IS to speak frankly and straightly to one’s friends 
and to those whom we do regard as our brothers .in spirit 


Universal goodwill towards India is not only characteristic of 
honourable members of this House but underhes the pohey and aims 
of His Ma)esty’s Government. The pohey of the Government an- 
nounced last autumn offers India far more than ever before and the 
remarkable thmg is that it is the pohey not merely of Mr Ammon’s 
friends in the Cabinet or of the present Secretary of Stale but of the 
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Prune Minister who only a few years ago was the most stalwart and 
persistent opponent of the measure of self-government which fell far 
short of that pledge of complete Dominion Status as soon as Indians 
can agree after the war 

That u evidence surely that on our side there is unity 
and goodwill which u one of the pre requisites of cons- 
OtutKmal progress in India. It was suggested that we had brol.cn onr 
pledges to Indu at the end of the last war to confer independence 
upon her I would rermnd the House of the actual pledges given* 
The Preamble to the Aa of 1919 referred to the gradual derclopmcnt 
of sclf-go\'cmmg institudoni with a view to the progrc ssi s-c rcalixadoo 
of responsible government m Indu as an integral part nf the British 
Empire. There was no mention of Dominion Status then. In 1929 
Lord Habfax, the then Viceroy dedared— and truly— that it was ira- 
pbat in the declaratioru of 1917 and the Preamble of 1919 that the 
eventual isrue of India s constitutional progress would be the tttam- 
mem of consututional independence But it had De\Tr been do- 
eribed os anything but gradual The great Act of 1935 In do vny 
fell short of the pledges grvcQ hot even that fell a long ivay behind 
the clear dcclaranons of policy made for a uoited country h) a tmlted 
gorvemraent last suramcr There is no essential difficulty so far as 
thu country s intcniiora arc concerned in India setting on the way 
to Dominion Status. The difficulty lies not so much in the devolution 
of authority as in making sure that there is an authority In Indu 
which can take over and will not break down or break op m the pro- 
cess The difficuhy does remain and It is no use pretending that it 
does not m Indu itself in those dtvuions in Indu which have shewn 
themselves wrtih increasing acuteness as the prospect of free gov'cnv 
ment coroes nearer 

It IS very true that in that difficulty we are confronted by what 
has been described as a certain seme of fruttration or deprcsilon. I 
see no reason why we should yield to that. After all let us itmcmber 
that bttlc more than a year ago war had been In progress for a good 
many months and we had not come 10 any undcTStantling for a utuon 
of our political parties and there was m the House and cosmtry a eon 
sidcraWc sense of frustration m the political ittuauon. As the liras- 
non came l¥«ne to us and the feeling of the ordinary nun in the 




sp5?el; home to the^ people, m ppliti(^jt];i,ey, reused .that they, had 
to 5ink^^|lltica^,4L£Eereni^es j|on the, grqat^ icpmmon. cause 

' I^ee^rio reason why thi^’Jirocfcss* should 'not'repfeat' itself in IndiaJ 
als6, though '-v^e must hot 'forget ho^^ -defep 'are the inherent divisions 
in , India and how I'elatively remote even "hlow war seems to many in 
India, aboVe all hmong tho^e whose whole career has been m political 
agitation and trouble and to whoih ' political interest still seems the 
dommalit one We have" to en'kble India to get out of that attitude 
to get nd of' the cocoon of 'old controversies into' which elder Indian 
pohticians sfiin theniselves It is' from that ^oint of view that I have 
welcomed the'’mitiative of' Sir' Tej ‘ Bahadifr Sapru and his friends I 
am bound to point to the difficulties inherent m their first proposal 
because it is largely addressed' to the wrong quarter and because if does 
not face these inherent Indian difficulties which are an obstacle I cer- 
tainly hope that thdse eminent and patriotic men wiU not cease their 
efiofts, that in one way or another they will try to bring about unity 
in regard to the whole constitunonal future of 'Indian It is for them, 
far more than for us, to judge the best way of achieving it 


They will try, no doubt, to bring tke leaders of the two great 
organizations together If they fail, it may well be that they could 
lay themselves out to get, through their personal eminence, greater 
measures of, popular support from India itself — the buildmg up of a 
party influential enough to get the attention of Indian parties and to 
enlist the support of those provincial governments to who'se importance 
in the future constitutional scheme more than one speech has paid its 
tribute ^ 

^ , r r ' f{ ’ ^ 

"There is no need for us to be despondent ^bout the future even 
if the difficuUes are great and even if it is not easy to discover one 
immediate 'remedy,' above all a remedy devised from here I assure the 
House ‘that the Vicetoy, to whose unwearied efforts tnbute has been 
paidj ti^ill not' cease 'to to find ways and 'means of implementmg 
a policy which because it is ours we waiit fo see succeed and carried 
out Thrive no mtention either so far as Tam concerned or the Vice- 
roy artd Government of 'India are -^concerned^ to look upon this matter 
with the idea that it should just drift 'along. 

At the same time while there is an element of disappointment 
and| discouragement in the purely political situation in India _we should 
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not overlrok the hct that tbe political cofltrorcfKct in India are not 
the whole of India s life and oailook< Alongside all fhty deadlock and 
wrangle* of leading Indian politician* and the more helpful efiotti of 
Indian politician* to ttraighten out that particular aspect of thing*, 
India a day by day feeling her feet, Indu is prosperous. There is 
more revenue for Centra! and Ppovincia! GovcmnKnQ and 
not only under those Provincial Go\TrTmicna carrying on 
under democratic iRstitutions but there is great deal of active social 
progress going on all the tunc. In the four ProMnccs conducting their 
■own Govcmmtnts they arc very helpfully contribating to war effort- 
So It the whole public of India- Generous fund* have flowed in from 
c\-cry claa for every purpose of war or for miugauon of suffering One 
and a half mUItons for aeroplanes had been provided not only by 
Rajahs and wealthy industruUsu but by the humblest peasants, poltct 
men and soldiers. As to what India is doihg m the actual Add of 
war I agree that it will be desirable bter to have a 

tlcbate reviewing the broad fidd* of India* war effort- The 
building up of an army of half a reiTlion in India 
and going beyond it with each increase of troops sent overseas is pro* 
cecding very acthdy and largely because good foundations vi-cre laid 
for It- Only ibe other day I rcctis-ed a letter from a diiunguishcd soldier 
who had visited India after an absence of two years. He capresscs 
his anuxement at the progress made in the reshaping of Indu on the 
tide of munitions. 

I am bound to draw the attention of the House to the faa that 
the eipanston of India t fighting sireogth is conditioned by ibe prtv 
STston of modern war equipment and that I* conditioned by machine 
tools and techrueal and skilled workers. 

Indu could produce tsio million fighting men- Unfortunatclj’ 
that IS not enough We ha\e seen m the last few weeks a rrulTioo of 
the bravest soidier* m the sr-otid, men I heard described in the last 
war as the finest Infantry in Europe equipped Vi-ell according fo the 
standards of the last war scancred ii> the wmdi and broken In peers 
by the annouml diviuooi which German foresight — and deicrmina 
tion on war— provided while we in our self-Jelusioo aUowrJ locmi* 
to eat the perckHi* yean we are now trying to mrine for oonehe* 
and India- In these mancri India ti rJependem upon u» and upoo 
America also and an only ilowly make good wKat ou,.ht to hi»e 



Amery Pats His Own Back 


17 


been made good m previous years Every effort is being made m that 
•direction The result of the Delhi Conference has been the setting up 
in India of the Eastern Group Supply Council with representatives from 
^11 governments of Dominions and Colonies east and south of Suez and 
of a central provision depot for all theatres of war in that part of the 
■world That is important now and it may be of immense consequence 
if the war develops in certain directions which wc cannot yet foresee. 

In the same way every effort is being made to increase India’s 
•capaaty to produce munitions Young men arc being trained by tens 
•of thousands in India for technical and munition work and a smaller 
number are being sent for training to this country Those who come 
here arc trained at training centres and partly under carefully selected 
•employers They are not actually receiving pay but they receive an 
allowance for the purchase of suitable clothes and training allowances 
sufficient to cover the cost of upkeep and accommodation, with weekly 
pocket money There are welfare officers specially attached to look 
after their well-being I have every hope that the experiment will 
prove successful and it is widely welcomed in India itself The training 
period IS six months 

India by the gallantry of her fighting' men and the development 
•of her industnes is steadily establishing a real claim to equality with 
ourselves The main constitutional task is inevitably for the moment 
far more m the hands of Indians themselves than in ours We shall 
give them every help we can. 


/ 
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Su George Schuster Shows the Way 


The barrage dircdfd agaimt the Secretary of Statens 
speech teas from every quarter of the House Among these 
icere Sir George Schuster and Sir Stanley Reed tcho hnow 
Indus intimate!) and command confidence of Britain Their 
respeciite spcedies are reproduced herettuh 


OlR G<orpc Schojter (liberal Naijcnal) »aiJ ihat nothiop fouU 
be more dlitrtniinj; ihan ihai at the pment moment when all 
dcchioot vitally affcciin]; Imhat future were bein;; tal>cn the Cmenv 
ment thoultl mi fHircly m o/TkuI handr. Hut the Ilninh Coiein 
ment were in ih» dilemma. They wanted to innifcr power Vou 
could not aik rqimentau^e lodiant to thare fctponiibibty unlen they 
had power Hut jou could not change the whole lulanee of cooui- 
miional powTt and you could not trantfer coouituttonal power tin 
len you fixed the whole ufucture of the pew comiuottoo The con- 
flut and drtaptce mt nt whrth had already occurred mcr the lO!^ Aft 
at fcparJ* the Central Gmemmenl proicd the dijTmi’iica if^at W 



Sir George Schuster Shoivs the Way 


19 


in the way, but to men who trusted each other and wanted to co- 
operate, the answer was quite easy. 

Let leading Indians come in as members of the Viceroy’s Coun- 
cil in the same positions in which other Indians had gone into the 
Council in the past They would have plenty of power but they must 
have courage too They might have to share in unpopular decisions, 
perhaps they might lose political support for the future. He was 

sure that there were men in India who had that courage That was 

what the Secretar}' of State offered, but all Indian political leaders, 
not only the Congress, would not have it. They wanted all sorts 
of guarantees of their constitutional position and some writers 

said quite openly that there must be real transfer of consti- 
tutional power now, that that was to be the acid test of 

whether the British Government ever meant anything. 
They said in effect, ‘^We don’t trust the British, but if we get the 
transfer of power now it will be something on which they cannot go 
back in future ” That was just what could not be given short of the 
formation of a wholly new, properly balanced constitutional structure. 

Was It not possible that the Congress’ order forcing 
the Ministries to resign was not merely a gesture of pro- 
test but also because Congress saw the danger of a pro- 

vincial spirit of disunity growing up which might set up loyalties 
conflicting with loyalty to the Congress ? He made no charges 
but these disquieting questions were being asked by many people and 
he must confess he was asking them himself It was disquieting that 
the' lading national party should be taking such a purely negative 
line seeking nothing but easy popularity which came to those who were 
against the Government, helping not at all in finding constructive so- 
lutions for the many problems of India It was disquieting that the 

leading Indian ^party should not show a greater sense of reahty, a 

truer appreciation of the emergency but that it should recklessly seek 
to embarrass ‘the feritish Government when Britain was fighting des- 
perately Pot merely for her heroic existence but for the freedopi of 
India as well The most disquietmg of all was the suspicion that 
the real objective of i the Congress was to establish party domination 
of the State m India parallel to the Nazi and Fascist party/ domma- 
tions in .Germany and Italy, To the British mind there was an un- 
pleasant familiarity in the course which .the Congress Party, seemed, 
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to be forang Bntim to ^ tbroagh. TTie Bnush Governmeot had 
made a gesture which they knew in their bcarti to mean a real oUcr 
o£ transfer of power Bntain had found no r e spo nse firan the Con 
grcM no effort at all to face the nccesniy of finding some babnee among 
the parties m India and no reccssioo frran tbor demand to be the 
only party to speak for Indiau Thus the Bntah Goremment began 
to feel that there lay behind all thu a very simstcr purpose that was 
bemg finally unmtsk rd. 

They fdt these doubts, but perhaps the final stage had not yet been 
reached- I make no charges. The doubu and questions I haw raised 
might be wrpng I pray that they might be. I appeal to Mr Gandhi 
to prose them and if it were any help to him “let me add that we 
are oU to blame" The present leader of the Muslim League, Mr 
Jinnah, was equally unpracticaL Let os admit that we had been In 
the wrong The Bntiih ndc might haw been to blame. Its case 
might haw been put badly and uaimaginauv-dy The Government of 
India might hase been scry wooden. I always feel that there were 
very great difficulues to the handling of negotjaoom o! this kind by 
the Viceroy He had to consider hu administratiw position 

I had always felt that if we adnutied blame on the DfUiih 
side there ssas one person who was not to Hame and 

that uas the present Secretary of State. He succeeded to an 
curcmely difficult posiucu and since he had held It he had made re 
peated, reasonable arid most courageous efforts to solrc the di/ficultiet. 
The Commons and the British puHie were not to blame 
except possibly for a certam meamre of indifference 

but somehow or other they felt that they had been let down. They 
felt that they had been so honest m their desire to find a comtruetiTC 
way to do what the Indians wanted and that if only the lauer could 
haTC understood what was in British minds and what were their pur 
poses this situation could nerer have been allowed to ariie. 

I firmly behevt also that the great body of Indian ©p« 
men did desire to haw a free and fair dctnocracy ami nee 
party docninaison and that they were willing to mate a 
rfoetstrurtiw effort to help In the solution. In these creum 
•Stances wVtit were the Bninh Goscmmmt to do* I srmi to uy 
to the Seertury of State “Go on with all pouiblc steps to get repw 
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scntau\c Indians to join in the task of Government not only on the 
Viceroy’s Council, but in the Provinces Get men no matter what 
their political status is. Get some of the men who have shown their 
capacity as Dewans or in fields of commercial and business enterprise 
as well as well-known people in the political field Appeal to them 
that here is a supreme chance of serving India, but do not say it is 
no use going on if representative parties do not support you ” It was 
ridiculous to claim that there were no Indians capable of being Finance 
Members 

I cannot sec why constitutional discussions in India should 
not go on during the war There arc immense preliminary 
problems to be discussed dealing with the essential dif- 
ficulty of the mixture of communities which might be 

solved by some form of segregation of administrative units or by some 
different form of democracy from the form of parliamentry democracy 

that the British knew All this required long study and should be 

tackled now Could not they get the whole thing going in a different 
atmosphere ? They had all got into the wrong atmosphere by ap- 
proaching these questions through the leaders of the All-India political 
parties These men had never held office, never shown their ability 
as practical statesmen There were Provincial Ministries and men in 
the States who had proved themselves Why should they not get 
together and try and start these constitutional discussions in a dif- 
ferent atmosphere ? 

I want to make one more suggestion It seems so 

important in these difficult times that we should get 

closer to India and we want India to get closer to us. 
Could nothing more be done in that direction ? Would 
It not be possible to bring over a man like Sir Tej Bahadur 
Sapru and put him in the House of Lords or we might even have 
a Congress leader, but anyhow let us have a genuine Indian like him 
here Let him send back trusted words to India which would tell 
what the British people were fighting for now and bamsh the ridi- 
culous idea that this was only another war for imperiahstic purposes. 
I believe that such a step might have a great effect Fin- 

ally I want again to record an ' appeal to all Indians, 
wbo have wisdom and the trust of their own people, to brmg these 
gifts into the common task Let them be courageous and 
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•strong let them take their chances of their political future >n both 
hands Let them look back at the record of Congress and say let 
this be changcj Congress m the past has always said no You 
annot save humanity or recreate a national India by saying no ” 

Sir Stanley Depressed With Amerft Speech 

Sir Stanley Reed (Consorativc) said that m all frankness and sjn« 
ccnty Mr Amcry s speech left him under a sense of depressioo It 
did not take them anywhere, did not lead them any further on the 
road to a solution of the great priAlem of doser cixipcration between 
India and the Bntiih Commonn’ealth at the present time. He could 
Dot quite recondle the picture of India under the pre se nt regime with 
that which reached him from many other sources. India had been 
gready moved at the ponuon whereby men we knew and admired 
and with whom wc had the closen fnedihip for many years were r>ow 
in gaok It was not a case that men W’trt going to gaol for declining 
to cooperate with the Government So far os these punmit measures 
were bang aemsed they were bang aerased against men who were 
deliberately obstructing the cooperation of others m the war efTort. 

Aarve efforts to prevent others froen cooperating was 
defiance of authority which no Goremroent could past by 
without allowing the whole foundation of the rule of law to 
collapse at a urac of infinite penl not only to us but to India as wtIL 
When wc saw on one side the Indian Naucmal Congreii demanding 
complete independence, which must be fatal to India at the present 
time and the Muslim League on the other hand demanding the 
splitting of India again into cotencs of Stales which would undo the 
w-ork ot the part one hunAreA anA Wry yean, wt ThaAt ^Vrt 
nurtakc of running away with the idea that these two pou'trful or 
ganircd bodies represented the whole of India I bdiesc that there 
arc very large numbers of members of the Indian National Congress 
who today would recoil from the idea of eomplele independence if 
faced With that issue and if equal and honourable partnerihip in the 
Untish Commonsveahh were put before them they would regard that 
as eniifcly satisfying their ambaions and presiding for Indians full 
scope for tbcir full ruticnal development 

Ml Muilims do not want the plan advocated by the 
Mu !im League Uas there nothing between eitfente 
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view of the Congress on the one side and the extreme 

view of Muslim League on the other to whom Mr. 

Amery could make his direct appeal and to whom he could direct his 
energies with a view to bringing them within the fabric of adminis- 
tration ? There was a very great body in India not associated with 
either of these two political orgamsations True, it had not the same 
efficient pohtical propaganda and political machinery, but it represen- 
ted a great body of the thought in India He sometimes thought that 
there was a certam parallel in what we called Indian Liberals and the 
Liberals in England Liberalism in England was a far more important 
force m this country than was represented by the Liberal Party in 
the Commons So it was in India There was a great body of Liberal 
thought bent on constructive work for its country within the Common- 
wealth 

How are we to get rid of the suspicion that exists and con- 
vince India that we are determined to see India attain full status as a 
Dominion ? The only way this miasma could' be swept 

away, is by attempting to bring representatives of that school 
direct into the Government of India I ask Mr Amery 

to go back again and not to leave his task imtil he had found 
some means of harnessmg this great body of broad liberal patno- 
tism and constructive thought in the machinery of the Government of 
India, not to be deterred by constitutional niceties, not to be frightened 
away by the idea whether this was strictly correct War was now aj>- 
pjnpaching the borders of India There is no one here who did not 
fully appreaate the value, strength and immensity of the Indian war 
efiort There is none who has not been profoundly moved by the 
gallantry and elan of Indian troops in Libya and East Africa 
That was not enotigh We had to mobihse the whole moral and po- 
litical force and enthusiasm of as many people in India as could pos- 
sibly be mobilised in that direction 

In conclusion, I ask Mr Amery to consider again and again 
proposals which came from men of goodwill and patriotism with a 
view to seeing whether steps could now be taken whereby India might 
feel that not only her armed forces, munitions and her industries and 
interests were behind the war effort but the heart and soul of a great 
and generous people 


The country wide reaction evohed by the Secretary of 
State t tpeech found expraston in a tpate of statements issued 
by leaders of every school of thought and political melmation 
Select statements are reproduced in the following pages 



The Savant Speaks out 

{Mahatma Gandhi’s Statement) 


i read painfully the long report of the debate in the House 

of Commons oh India 

t I 

Distress has been known to have softened people’s hearts and 
;nade them mindful of facts But Britain’s distress has evidently left 
Mr Amery absolutely cold and untouched This callousness makes me 
more than ever confirmed in my opimon that the Congress must abide 
by Its policy of non-violence in spite of heavy odds facing it 

Mr Amery has rendered no service to Great Britain by his con- 
temptuous disregard of the situation as it exists in India and the facts 
that stare one in the face He talks glibly of British rule having given 
peace to India 

Did he not know vv’hat was happening In Dacca and Ahmedabad? 
Who was responsible for keeping peace in these two places? I hope 
he will not throw in my face the fact that Bengal at any rate has 
Self-Government He knows what a mockery that Self-Government 
IS He knows what little power for such emergencies toy Ministers 
hive whether they w'car the Congress label, the League label or 
an) other. 
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I ajL tbc ^c^y pcrtment question why haj ihu long ipcD of Bn 
tub n-lc left the people to emasculated as to disable them from stand 
mg up against a fesv hundred gwidju? 

It u a huimUaimg ipecude mo^ foe the Bntuh than for us to 
tee thousands of people running away from thar homo through sheer 
fnght, because a few hundred gundas hav'e found a fa\‘ounblc aimos^ 
pherc for resorting to arson, murder and loot. The first act of an) 
’Goremment worth the name would be to leach its people the art 
of self-defence but the foragn Bntuh Gosxmrocnt had no concern 
about thu fundamental welfare of India s atiacns and so u depnved 
the peop’c of the use of arms. 

All the handsome tribnte that Mr Amcry pays to Indian troojw 
falls flat on Indian soil because leasing aside Congress non-violence 
for the tune bang if Iinlia had been equipped and trained for self 
defence and if Indu had become a voluntary ally of Great Bniain I 
hold that all European Powers combined for destruction would not 
have touched Great Bntaio. 

Mr Amery has insulted Indun mtcUigenct by raterating ad tun 
jeun that Indun pobtical parties haN-e but to agree among themseltef 
and Great Bntam vn1l register the wnll of a united Indu I hate 
repeatedly shown that it has been the iradiUonal policy of Great Bn 
lain to ptnxnt panics from uniting 

Divide and rule has been Great Britain i proud ami itl-concnird 
motto. 

It IS the British statesmen who arc rtiponuWc foe the divmoo' 
rn Indu s rntLs and dimwfts wtB cofTOnwe so Jong at the 
sword holds Indu under bondage 

I admit that there ii unfortunatcljr an unbridgeable gulf between 
the Congress and the Muslim League Why do not British lUtnmen 
admit that it ti after all a domestic quarrel? Let them wiihsbaw from 
Imlj and 1 promise that the Congress and the League and all ether 
parties will find it to thar interest to come logeihcr and desiK a home 
made solution foe the Cosemment of India, 

It may not be sclenttfic a may not be after any western pairem 
Inn It will be durable It may be that befotr we tome to ilut Happy 
state of afTaifs, we may hase to fight amongst ourselsev flat li 
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agree not to invite the assistance of any outside power, the duel 
-will last perhaps a fortnight and it will not mean even one day’s des- 
truction of human heads such as goes on in Europe today for the 
simple reason that thanks to the British Rule we are wholly unarmed 

Mr Amery in utter disregard of truth misleads his ignorant audi- 
'cnce that the Congress wants “all or nothing” 

Let me remind him that in order to placate British sentiment the 
'Congress descended to the Poona resolution and when at Bombay 
It undid the Poona resolution, I authoritatively stated 
that the British Government could not at the present moment grant 
■or declare India’s independence and that, therefore, for the time being 
we should be satisfied with complete freedom of speech and pen 
"Was that “all or nothmg”? 

> 

With Mr Amery’s state of mmd, I suppose it is too much to 
expect him to have the elementary grace to acknowledge the studied 
jnoderation of the Congress m i^s desire not to embarrass the British 
Government whilst it is fighting for its very existence 

Not having that grace he turns the Congress moderation against 
at and claims that the Congress Civil Disobedience has fallen flat 

It took my breath away when I read his statement about India’s 
prosperity I say from experience that it is a legendary thmg 

India’s millions are becoming progressively pauperised They 
are miserably clothed and underfed Because there is one man’s 
rule he is able to produce a budget of millions But I make bold to 
-say that it is not only no proof of the prosperity of the famishmg 
millions but proof positive that India is being ground ‘ down under 
n;he British heel 

But I must not carry any further painful dissection of Mr 
-Amery’s performance 

It hurts me to have to imdertake even this very brief analysis 
of his speech But it is so amazingly misleading that I felt I should 
be failing in my duty if I did not point out at least some of the most 
^lanng discrepancies m that unfortunate utterance Surely he could 
have rested content with the undisputed sway that he exercises over 
the destinies of over four hundred million people 
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1 HE following u d>c full text of the fUtement miml by the 
Standing Committee of the Bombay Conference 

The Standing Committee have read Mr Ama 7 » ipccchei In the 
House of Commons with the care which they deservx The Com- 
mittce scry much regret that the spe ec hes should have lynrayed such 
an amazing muundentamlmg of the real political iiiuauon in India 
and dtspb)cd such an unsympathetic and unbending attitude towards 
the asprauora of India- The Committee feel that Mr Amery has 
mnied the opportunity of winmog public confidence v-hicK veas offrt 
ed to the British Gosemmeni with the best ininiiicms b> those s»ho 
hare a tasid appreciation of the dangers of the intcmatHjnal siruatico 
They hate, howerer reason to apprehend that one certain effect of 
these speeches will be to iircnphtn the forces of shsruptton In the 
country arvd to crcaic the impression that m point of fact the llninh 
Goscmmctu have no desire to part wsth real posser at thi* juncture 
The Committre regret scry much that Nfr Amery should hate 
adopted an attitude of self-complacency sviih regard to the pmiiton H 
India whnh was bound to create a wrong imptnuon in Parlumcet 
and prohably on a larger audience in America that the pment syiim 



Even Moderates Disillusioned 


29 


o£ Government m India commands not only the aquicsccnce of the 
'people of this country but also their goodwill The Committee have 
no hesitation m saying that this is a complete travesty of the situation 
in India 

They, however, note with satisfaction that there were men in 
Parliament belonging to difTcrent parties, some with considerable 
knowledge of India, such as Sir Stanley Reed and Sir George Schuster, 
who controverted Mr Amcry’s assumptions then and there and warn- 
ed him against the wisdom and unfairness of his policy of drift nt a 
time of such grave peril The Committee feel, hovv'cvcr, that it would 
be unfair to Mr Amcry to hold him wholly responsible for creating 
this impression as the original responsibility for giving a true estimate 
of the situation in India rests with the Government of India 

No one in this country, and no one particularly connected with 
the Bombay Conference, has ever minimized the desirability of re- 
conciliation between the two important political bodies of India — the 
Congress and the Muslim League 

The President of the Bombay Conference was not un- 
mindful of the desirability of removing the misunder- 
standing at an early date, and he made endeavours be- 
fore the Conference met at Bombay to explore the possibilities of 
bringing the contending parties together The organizers of the Con- 
ference were, however, satisfied that in view of the fundamental dif- 
ferences between the Congress and the Muslim League there was no 
prospect within a reasonable distance of time of those contending 
parties coming together The Conference felt, at the same time, that 
It was intolerable that the progress of the country should be held up 
by His Majesty’s Government merely because the two contending 
parties would not or could not compose their diiferences 

In this connection the Committee would refer to the statement 
made by His Excellency the Viceroy on August 8 last 

“It IS clear,” said His Excellency, “that the earlier difierences 
which had prevented the achievement of national unity remain xm- 
hndged Deeply as His Majesty’s Government regret this they do not 
feel that they should any longer, because of these differences, postpone 
the expansion of the Governor-General’s Counal ” For, Mr. Amery 
mow to insist agreement as, a condition precedent to any change at the 
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Centre u really to go hack on the declared policy of Htj hfajesty t 
Government 

The Committee like the Secretary of Stale to coruiiJcr whe* 

iher the repetition of the a(i\*icc that Indians slxmld first settle ihcif 
differences among thcrmclNcs before expecting any comututional 
change could absolve bim from the reproach so pointedly made by 
Sir Chunanlal Sctalvad m his rec en t statement on Mr Amcry s speech 
“However profuse the assurances of the British Go\-emmcnt may be 
as r^ards thcir intentions to make India a self-governing domunoo» 
no political party is convinced because of past experience of the Bnt»h 
Governments sincerity as regards parting wuh power'* 

In vien of the growing dangen to India freun the war those who 
assembled at Bombay put forward certain proposals which they were 
satisfied were practxablc, and wbicb jf accepted would base had an 
cscellcnl psychological effect on the country and ilmiolatcd genuine 
>oluniarv war effort to a much jgreater extenL The present policy cf 
the Secretary of Sute u bound to have o deJetenous effwt on the 
minds of the people and on the situation in Infha for which the enure 
respoQstbiUty must be his and of hit admen in India. 

Practically the present posiiiofi of the Secretary of State Is that 
until It pleases Mr jennah to approve of any scheme His Majesty s 
Gorcrnment can do nothing to pve effect even to their own mien 
lions as announced in August bit. Mr Amcry has referred lo on 
unworthy insinuation made by Mr fmnah in Ws speech at Madras 
to the effect that the Bombay Conference was held In coosultaticn 
with or at the insttgation of some Congress haJers In the intcrots 
of the Congress. The Committee repudutc this tategorically The 
Ccmmiirce would noc hare noticed such an aipcwon but for the fact 
that the Secretary of Suie referred to it In his speech it\ the Houic 
of Comm on s lo the prejudice of she Conference and iis crgamrcri 

It IS not difficult to undmurwl she working of the mind of the 
Scere'ary 6f State He astumed that fn lescti prminces where the 
ctmiumtiornl iruthmtry of gmemmesil Kid hern repbeed hy the 
j^TSofu! rule </ Goscmori people were eenfentej wuh the sjiccm 
aJmlmiiratton— 'On asicmputin wHch If true must lur e*oi all peo- 
of adsance esen after the war He appirmtJf thought iKit the 
altitude ct the Hindus did d« ft<]oife to t< uVm Kiiouify 
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account, whereas he assumed that the Mushm League in its present 
state of intransigence represented the attitude of all the Muslims of 
India, or of an overwheknmg majonty of them, even though provinces 
hke Sind and the North-West Frontier province and considerable sec- 
tions of Mushms in other provinces repudiate the authority -and 
pohcy of the Muslim League and the leadership of Mr Jinnah These 
tacts should in fairness have been brought to the notice of the House 
of Commons 

The Secretary of State has advised the Conference as to what it 
should do m future Its members are, according to him, to devote 
their energies to bringing about a settlement between the Congress 
and the League and, faihng that, to attempt to form a centre party- 
Meanwhile, they are to remam satisfied with his promise of Dominioa 
Status at an indefinite date with an unrepresentative and umnfluential 
Centre and personal rule in seven provinces The Standing Committee 
are compelled, in view of their knowledge of the country, to reject this 
advice for reasons of which Mr Amery and his advisers in India 
cannot surely be ignorant The Conference at Bombay was concerned 
with the immediate future during the war and not with long-range 
pohcies which must bide their time Even if a centre party were to- 
emerge after a number of years, what guarantee is there that its pro- 
posals would receive any better treatment than have the united de- 
mands of Indian jioliticians m the past? The burden of the Secre- 
’ tary of State’s speech is that before he can be prepared to consider 
any proposal there must be the prior approval of Mr Jinnah — a posi- 
tion which no self-respecting pohtical party can accept or tolerate 

The Committee desire to meet some of Mr Amery’s objections 
and raise some questions with regard to them One of his objections 
is that the Conference proposal would mean, not a modificatioh of 
the present form of Government, but its supersession by an entirely 
different form of Government The present Government consists of 
four officials and two non-offiaal Indians in addition to His Excellency 
the Commander-in-Chief All the members of the Government are 
at present appointed by the Crown and are responsible to it The 
Committee understand that under the proposals made last August by 
the British Government ‘the number of official members was to be 
reduced to tWo and the total strength of the Executive Council in- 
creased to 11 The Conference have proposed no change either in 
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rwpcct of the appointing authority ot In thctr rtspoonbUtty of the 
tnetnber* of the Go% emment to the Crown. All that it has suggested 
u that not only two but all the four official memb ers should be re 
pbeed by non-offiaaU. Does such a propo sa l amount to q suppressioo 
of the present system of Government? 

The Se cr etary of State has chosen not to show his hand. The 
Committee are entitled to ask the Bntuh Government what ihcu’ con 
Crete proposals arc. Does the Secretary of Slate objea to the transfer 
of the important portfolios of Finance and Defence and if so why? 
Sir George Schuster himself the Finance Member of the Government 
of India from igrS until 1934 expressed hu belief in the House of 
Commons that competent Indians could be found for the Finance 
portfolio The Committee have equally htUe doubt that a competent 
Indian can be found for the Defence portfolio. The Conference did 
not, as will appear from the resolution, want to affect the position and 
resporjilbility of the Commander-in'Chicf and as both be and the 
Defence Member ss'culd be appointed by the Crown it should noc be 
difficult to adjust their mutual rebtions The only construction that 
the Committee can put on the position taken by Mr Amery is that 
key portfolios would not be transferred to Indian hands. It it qinte 
clear from this that cs*en if there had been a prrvioui agreement 
betw ee n the mam political forties these portfolios would not have 
been cnlroiled to Indian members. 

Another point v^hich has been raised by the Secretary of State is 
that the reconstructed Government would not pet pobiical support or 
even acquiescence from the LegisUtore. This pbjcction was fully dealt 
with ta Stc Js N Steatrt rpeech. 

The total strength of the Lepibure Assembly h 14J. Out of 
these, the Congress and the Muslim League combined toul only about 
60 They would be unable to defat the Goremmem without the 
help of other parties. In the absence of the Congress the Congress 
Nationabu Party b the second largest prty m the AtsemWf and rts 
kader Mr Ancy has publicly supported the Bombay Con/cTence pro- 
posals and is a member of ibis Corntnlnre. Conudenng iKai tbe fto- 
poul of the Bombay Conference was that the nxeeotiTt should be 
rtipomiWc 10 the Oown and not to ibe Lrgiilirure ibr arprrrrmt 
of a possible cunffia between tbe Legidature and ilr timmse 
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<nuch of Its force, but c\cn assuming that at times the Governor- 
General IS compelled to resort to his power of certification, It is dif- 
ficult to understand how his position would become worse if he were 
asked by the reconstituted Go%crnment to exercise ' that power than 
It IS now when he docs so upon the rccominendation of a mixed 
Council consisting partly of officials and partly of non-officials. 

All this fear of conflict bctw'ccn the Legislature and the Govern- 
inent reconstituted on national lines seems to be extremely hypothetical 
as it assumes unreasonableness on the part of the Legislature and in- 
ability on the part of the Goternment to influence it. 

It has further been suggested that the reconstituted Council W'ould 
create internal constitutional problems in relation to the Provinces and 
to the Princes But even w'lth the partial transfer suggested by the 
Secretary of State last year, there w’ould have been a majority of non- 
•officials in the Executive Council, and if they were disposed to in- 
terfere with the discretionary powers of the Governor-General, then the 
constitutional difficulties mentioned by the Secretary of State would 
still remam There is not the remotest reason to assume that Indians 
an such positions would work in an unreasonable spirit, or would un- 
necessarily obstruct the Governor-General in the discharge of his res- 
ponsibihties Such technical objections presuppose a determination on 
the part of those who will be selected by the Viceroy to paralyse or 
to offer obstruction in the smooth running of the Government On 
such a supposition no constitutional advance can now or ever be 
tmade. 

j 

The pertinent questions which the Committee would wish the 
'Secretary, of State to answer are What is the interpretation to be 
placed on the following declaration which Mr Amcry made on be- 
half of His Majesty’s Government on August ii, 1940 “In spite of 
the discouraging attitude shown in Congress quarters, I still hope that 
they will be willing to take their part if that should unfortunately 
not prove to be th'e case. Lord Linlithgow will of course go ahead, pre- 
pared to work with those who will work with him and with each 
•other”? I Is it the Secretary -of State’s latest view that unless Mr Jinnah, 
as the Head of the -Muslim League, is willing to to cooperate on his 
own, terms, the cooperation of all other parties is of no pohtical value 
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to the Bntuh GovcrBrocct ? 1£ that u DOt the lottotiorif 
be should say so m cqibat tcrmi. 

Tbc other question whidi the Committee destre to ask u 
Whether his adnsers m India sincerely believe that it u possible at 
the present mo m en t for Mr Jmnah to come to terms wth the Con- 
gress oc any other nu)or party in India ? 

Tlie Committee ore utterly unable to ftdlow the Secretary of 
States reasoning that it would be very dlfficuh to persuade Parlia- 
ment to confer domlruon or qu^i dominion status powers on • rt 
constructed Executive Coundt Tbc resolution had suggested that in 
regard to inter imperial and international matters the re to nstmeted 
Goremment should be treated on the same footing as the coming m 
Gm’cmmcnt. During and since the last war the ngbt of the Gorem 
ment o£ India to be represented at such confcrencts has been rccogmied 
invariably in practice. Indu has had particularly since her admisuon 
to the League of Nations as one of its original niembcn indirect fc 
presenuuoo, not only at the annual confestnets of the League aad 
Its aoiihaxy at Genoa, but also at uspenal and lotenuitooal coo- 
fereoees wbenercr they have been called. It seems imthmkaWe that 
ao years after such a principle has been m practice the Secretary of 
State should refuse to concede the point that Indian delegations to 
such conferences ihouW be appointed by the Government of India and 
receiie ihar instructions from than. 

As regards the dcmsnd of the conference that a time bmil iKooU 
be prescribed for the inaguraticn of Dommioo Suius after the Hr 
minatton of the war the committee attach rontiderablc importance to 
It as without such a time linm the country cannot feel sure that India 
will get Dominion Status and Dominion powers mihin a rrawnalte 
diviancc of time It ii surely riot right to cast the whole burden on 
the shoulders of Indian suteimen, and the Committee feel that It is 
not impoisiWe to arrive at a formula under whKh, In certain given cir 
cumvianm, the lime limit fixed may Ik extrnded, if nemury ty 
another short period. 

The Committee art not unmindful of the conuderitroo that at iIjs 
grave moment the ihooghti of Engbshmen irr naiunny rorkTfltfa’rd 
€« the war They iv-td (fvtrating help— fTKve mm. mort rrynty 
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more material The Committee and the people of this country at 
large are no less concerned in the outcome of the war and arc most 
anxious to help to the utmost in its prosecution, as it is senously 
threatening the fate of -India But they feel that such help will not 
come in abundance unless at this cntical juncture the present policy 
of drift IS abandoned and Indians are placed in positions of real power 
and responsibility. 



Sapru Slashes Out 

Sir TEJ Bahadur sapru chairman oI ihe Bomhay 
Leaden Conference ha* mued ihe Wlowiop; natcmeul — 

‘The Siamiinp Committee of the Bombay Conference ha* already 
i**ued a statement on Mr Amery* speech in the Hoote of Common*. 
There arc howeser certain matters lo »h«h I shoobi liVe to refer 
in my personal uatement 

1 *sa* most r^uclant hitherto to say pdWte^y that lor nearly two 
month* before the Conferersce met at Bombay 1 did all 1 could In my 
mdiMdual capacity to bfinp Mahatma Candhi and Mr Jinnah topeihet 
teen now 1 should not like to dttcloie *^*^lhoul their permit'ioo any 
thinp of the correspondence that passed hetsseen them and me 

An that I can say ii that I Hast not been unmindful of fbe ncnl 
for a communal settlement Injeetl wnce Deeember Utt s»ben I 
issued my Tint itatement and a;rim in fanuary s*Ken ! wrote an ani 
clc in tbe T«mtnnh Century*" I Ki'e been rmpKiminp the nerd of 
ibese ino leaders merting ra<t» other I past ihu lu^fesiion r^ 
the finl plat arnoni; ibc tcseril *uja:mt»on* that I rmd^ 
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I am surpnscd to note that Mr Amcry’s speech shows that he 
js unaw’arc of it as I presumed that he would know' something of it 
after con\ ersations w'lth the Viceroy 

This IS not the time for me to apportion blame between the 
leaders I regret to say that my efforts bore no fruit As matters 
stand now' I am more than doubtful if the chances of a settlement 
between the tw’o parties can be looked as at all bright, 

Mr Jinnah’s speech at Madras and Mr. Gandhi’s recent pro- 
nouncement show' that if anything the gulf is wider than c\cr before. 

It was )u^t when I w’as carrjing on this correspondence thdt a 
European member of the Legislature who has since been criticising 
the Bombay Conference wrote to me as follows 

“I have been feeling for some time 'that His Afajesty s Govern- 
ment ought to take the initiative in the matter of a communal agree- 
ment. It is no use merely saying that such an agreement is a pre- 
requisite to any further constitutional discussions and then leaving 
It at that That was and^ still is my view' 

Those w'ho talk of an agreement being a pre-requisitc of further 
constitutional changes should not m my opinion content themselves 
with makilig repeated rcfcrenfces to them but should also take a hand 
in promoting such seldement 

I have seen no evidence of that cither in England or in India. 
Long range discussions and criticisms of the internal situation cannot 
help the people and do riot redound to the credit 'of the Government ” 

Mr Amery says in his speech that w'e have not been able to 
secure beforehand for our scheme any kind of agreement if not 
between the Congress and the Afuslim League at any rate between 

the latter and other representatives of the Hindu majority 

? '! ’ 

Surely this new condition which is now so solemnly put forward 
by Government could not have been absent from the minds of those 
who were- responsible for making the declaration on August 8, and 
if it was present to their minds then why did they not say 'that tune 
that no kind of change in the constitution would be brought about 
I except with agreement between the major contending parties? 



^ A Nation at Bay 

Daring the Round Table Conference (Esomioos ^ben hfr Rans 
*ay MacDonald contulted roe about the Communal Award I told 
him point blank that if I tsTre a Bntiih Prime Kfinutcr I should not 
undertake that rcspomibihty and yet notwithstanding the fact that 
there was r>o agreement between the Hindus and the Minhms Mr 
MacDonald’s Government which consisted also of ConscrvatiN-ci went 
on with that scheme, gaNe firR the communal au’ard and then intn> 
duced the India BtIL 

Bluntly put, Mr Amcry u mortgaging our future to certain 
intractable leaders, 

Eipcdicnoe* of the hour arc not always consuteni svlth lasting 
pohaes seeking to achieve the permanent good of a vast country like 
India 

Has Mr Amcr) such permanent policy? If so what iiqH is he 
talcing to implement that policy? What a hii real contribuiioo to 
the solution of the communal tangle? Is he not by his spe«Kn 
making the task of those v.ho want a real setiJemefil roort and mere 
difficult? Is he strengthening the faith of Indians in Rntish Inten 
tlom? 

In ordinary aromutanccs, I should net hast taken notice of 
what Mr Jmnah uid about me or the Conference over which I pre- 
Sided at Bombay and I should certainly not hare followed his caam 
pic by lowering the level of public contre r rersy by indulging In per 
sonalities. 

Let me, however say that I am not aware of any kind of wm 
putlcn Congress or non-Congress and dunng my long public life 
have never known anybody laying any kind of trap for me 

These arc claptrap meiKoJt of controversy intemW to crrsic 
prqudice against those from whom you differ and I am surprrK 
that Mr yVmer) a seasoned politicun and one accustomed to desbri' 
with puWie conlroscrsm, should base even refmeJ so wKst 
Jimuh said about the wire pullers having bW a trap for me 

I can only inmnc ihal lAc icicial 1 utopejm In In.1 i 
haic iKtn puWKly m ihcir iprntho laying lha! tV lUnhiy Confat 
cnee wai .caUy imr-ml by Conpoa Mr Wty li rl^aiol 
ihf same idea. 
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I can only say that not a word passed between h-Ir Gandhi or 
any other Congress leader and myself at Any time either ' in corres- 
pondence or in personal conversation with regard to the idea of hold- 
ing the Bombay Conference or to the character of the resolution it 
should adopt , 

I may, however, say that when the presidentship of the Confer- 
ence was offed to me, I made it a condition precedent to my accept- 
ing It that no kind of communal issue should be raised 

I was more than gratified that men like Mr Savarkar and Dr. 
Moonje who were present at the Conference played the game and 
accepted the resolution 

They are men with strong party convictions and yet for the sake 
of a setdement they subordinated their party feelings to the common 
goal we had in view I should have expected in fairness that Mr. 
Amery would have drawn the attention of the House to this fact 

Let me say once again that I take the fullest responsibility for 
my judgment — it may be right or it may be wrong — ^but I have never 
in my life felt that anybody had laid a trap for me neither a Secre- 
tary of State nor a political leader in India 

Mr Amery has appealed to me and my friends not to cease from 
our efforts to concentrate first and foremost on bringing the contend- 
ing elements together or on building up a strong Centre Party of 
men who are prepared to put India first I shall be absolutely frank. 

I believe Mr Amery ’s indiscreet and unfortunate speeches on 
this subject have done the worst service to us and he has no busi- 
ness to make that pious appeal to us when he himself has done 
nothmg to promote umty among the contendmg elments in India. 

As regards our contmumg these efiorts, I shall be very glad if 
those m India who parrot like repeat Mr Amery ’s pious sentiments 
^^nll do somethmg to show that they are in earnest about it 

So far as I am concerned, I do not want any encouragement 
from any quarter nor shall I feel discouraged in carrying out my 
convictions merely because the Secretary of State who is credited 
with having good mtentions has the unfortunate knack of expressing 
those good mtentions in such language 
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As regard* the fonmoon of a Centre Party all that I wuh to ta) 
« that I do not see any p r ospect of inch a party cotmng mio existence 
or functioning effectively so Icmg os the present policy of hlr Amciy 
and of the Government of India is maintained. 

At the same time I should not IDcc to stand in the tray of those- 
of my friends m Bombay and elsewhere who base a faith in tbc 
formation of such a party I w-ould wuh them every success but kt 
them take steps and not merely repeat what hfr Amciy has been 
saying from a distance of 6 ooo miles. 

I am \ery doubtful if a Centre Party u-as brought into existence 
It would fare better at the hands of Mr Amery or the Gostnunent 
of India. 

They would dispose of it easily by uying that it cEd not contain 
an adequate number of Muslims or the Depressed ClasscSr that it 
had not yet dvclopcd a sulfioent backing in the country and that il 
was bound to meet with oppontioo on the part of the Congress of 
the Muslim League— a fear which seems lo have unnerved am) 
indeed paralysed both Mr Amery and the Go\cmment of India. 



, Indignation Abounding 

V N CHANDAVARKAR, President, National Liberal Fe- 
deration of India, issued the following statement, on April 23, on 
Mr Amery’s statement in the House of Commons. 

’I have hastily gone through the opening and closing speeches of 
the Secretary of State for India and also the speeches of other mem- 
bers who took part in last night’s debate iri the House of Commons. 
As pointed out by Sir Stanley Reed, Mr Amery’s speech is bound 
to create a 'deep sense of depression and a spirit of hopelessness in 
the minds of those who have been workmg strenuously to -bring 
about a better understanding between the British and Indian Nations. 
I entirely agree with Sir' Stanley Reed that the Speech of the Setre- 
tary of State do6s not lead' uS anywhere ’ There is nothing new in 
the speech and he is continuously harping upon his first slogan that 
the problem has to be solved on the soil of India by Indians them- 
selves He forgets that the' real "probleih is the problem of better 
understanding, of closer and enthusiastic co-operation between Eng- 
land and India in the war effort 

‘ 1 ' 

If one had tune, one could point out several in- 
consistencies m Mr Amery’s speech The fact of the 
matter is that Mr Amery is really satisfied and happy with 
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the present stale of ilungt. Hts attitude seems to bc» *^Ve arc getting 
the money we are getting the men and v.-e acre getting the muntuom 
from Indu Why worr y and disturb the present state of afiain* 
Such an attitude is, to my mind, \-cry short sighted and m the long 
run, u bound to lead to unhappy and disastrous comeqtienccs. 

I quite realise that the proposals of the Bombay Conference 
which It must be mentioned, had the support of the President and 
the Working President of the Hindu Mahasabha, were not an ideal 
solution of the problem, but in view of the attitude of the two ma;or 
parties m the country they seem to be the only possible means of 
bringing about a closer assooation, m India s war effort, of that 
large section of the Indian public, svbich is outside the Congress and 
the Muslim League, Mr Amcrys attitude a all the more surpniing 
to me uncc in England, in spite of the cnucal times through which 
the country u pasting every attempt is being made to keep Parlia 
ment and the Press going t 6 that the Goicmmcnl of the day can 
keep thetr fingers on the puUe of the nation 

The point at issue is not whether people m Inda ha\e or hate 
DOC protrtted agaion the suspension of the Comutuiion in the seven 
Provinces but sshat is the best method of securing as pointed out 
by Sir Stanley Reed closer ooperaiion between Inda and the Bn 
lish CommonuTalih it the present time- 

\fr Amcry adrises Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru to form a Centre 
Part) Such t Centre Party can be formed and «orkcd only on the 
hasu of faith In Dnttsh statcsnumhip. There is do doubt that there 
IS a grosrmg lack t^ such faith among a large section of the puUb. 

ID this country If the Bombay Conference propouli tsert accepted 
10 the entirety and *-otkcd in a spirit of generosity and magrummii) 

] am sure confidence in Bntnh staicsmanihip will be retioml and a 
substanial section of the Indian poUic who do d« hke the Con 
greii and the Muslim League methods and who art only waiting (t* 
a genuine gesture of fnmdihip from the Bnttih Cosernment wi'l 
prosiilc the l«am for the fixmanon of a Centre Party Let the Bti 
iiih Gosemmenl fell m drfimtel) that they are prepsrrj to Jehrrf 
the goodi within a definite lime after the end of the war and thit m 
the meaniime as a gesture of their goolwill aru! goorl faiih chey 
will democratise the Central CKivcrnment on the I nes sug*ntnl by 
the Bombay Coofcrenct ami I feel sore lb- i tuitton w iH t< w c^ji;-! 
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as to wean away people from the barren path of non-co-operation and 

•communal -intransigence 

' . 1 

* fi ' ♦ 

- M R KL M MUNSHI, ex-Home Minister, Government of Bombay 
issued the following statement 

A^fter Mr Amery’s last spicech, nothing that an Indian can say 
or do will serve any practical purpose 

I do not know whether any British Statesmen are left who can 
in this emergency, take a long distance view of the Indian situation 
But during the last few days, when India, the world and perhaps 
history, are passing through their most critical phase, I feel that I 
would be faihng in my duty if I did not frankly state my views on 
the crisis 

For many years now, I have yearned to see India entermg into 
a free and equal partnership with Britain m a commonwealth of 
democratic nations ' In my humble sphere I have striven to help 
in the efforts to achieve this goal 

Last year, when attempts were being made to bring about 
an Indo-British understanding, two things appeared to be clear be- 
yond controversy First, it was to the interests both of India and 
of Britain to preserve the mtegnty of India’s present frontiers, se- 
condly, a national Government — ^using the word m the widest sense 
— at the Indian centre would be the greatest stabilising force m 
Asia Great opportunities were lost when Britain failed to organise 
the Government of India in the light of these truths If they had 
not been so lost India would have been ready by now to contri- 
bute Its elective might in defence of democracy. 

During the last few dayi a new situation, fraught with tragic 
possibilities, IS developing for 'India Unless all the signs point 
WTongly, within a few^ months — ^perhaps weeks — the war wiU not 
be waged to retain he world supremacy for Britain but to preserve 
the frontiers of India A decisive axis triumph on ' any of the fron- 
tiers will break up its integrity, which is no less important to her 
than her national freedom ' 

At such a crisis the internal situation m the country is any- 
thing but satisfactory No doubt, the protagonists of the “strong 
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hand and no damned noroente" are happy at ibar job*. Indtaoi. 
ore duly being fed on stones of Bntiih resistance jor urged to buy 
oS ail danger by subscnbxng to the war fund. But there js another 
side of the picture to s\hich Bntam is, or pretends to be blind. 

The average Indian is convinced that on one preicit or another 
India is kept out of his due share in the coimtry s govcmmcni. 

We Congressmen — the natural allies of Bntam, if the war is 
for democracy — Nvent into wilderness after our offer to fight the 
n-ar if India were granted national govern m ent xv2i tamed down. 
No self respecting national organisation can do less. About twent) 
tboniand of us are in jail Many more thousands will court arrest 
before the v.'ar u cicr Every lirrcst means increasing estrangement 
between Bntun and India. It is easy to bchttle the movement 
but it brings out in sharp relief the fact that India docs not con 
ndcr the v.ar hers. 

Mr Imnah is reported to have said at Madras that if the fin 
mher does not let him disrupt India somebody else wll come and 
do It for him The Frankenstein which the Dniish power railed 
to ia\c it from national India has been proving its onmaking 

In a IcncT purporting to be from a Muslim in Europe to a 
Mudim Leaguer published in some ncwspajwrs, India ii sought to 
be dmded thus Bombay and Madras to go to Italy Burma Ben 
gal and Bihar to Japan United and Central ProvirKrt to be man 
dated and a new country lo be brought into existence stretching 
from Turkey to United ProMnees. 

An English youmal rrccmJy irsufied to pro-/afvine*e frelirg 
in Burma and all sections of Indan opinion inti Japanese The 
bi icrness that has come over the Laberah was soictd by the nulilni 
ot them Sir Cuwaiji when he said that iheir lot wai in iu!»icIm!>c 
to the war fuml and knti stockings even the ex meml*‘n of the 
\Krfoys Couixn who haie stood ouindc politics base d iplaje J 
their Jisutufaction in no uncertain terms NS hen the war Ivnle 
out India to a mao was pfcvllfitrsh Mow mixh of it n Un wluS 
in the bean of hearts has any sympathy foe Britain* What rlw 
an be rsf<ncd if Briu n lalet puns to keep Iml a a suSmim 
icitruTTrnl rather than an cnthuuauic partiwr ? 
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' Sense of frustration has seized the Indian mind Is this a 
healthy state of mihd, when a supreme effort is required to mfeet 
the new crisis ? It was' easy to rouse India to such an effort — 
though perhaps belated The British statesmen who count could 
have made a straight-forward appeal to India ^to join hands /With 
the British to save India’s integrity They i could have formally as- 
sured India of a free and equal partnership m a world common- 
wealth ot democratic couhtries after the war They could have 
without any difficulty , enlarged the Indian centre, and invited to it 
Indians of standmg, who believe in and are pledged to preserve such 
integrity They could have invited the Congress to review the si- 
tuation m the light of the new crisis and conceded freedom of 
speech on conscientious grounds They could have assured politi- 
cal parties that this war measure was without prejudice to their 
respective claims, which, after the war, would be considered when 
India deaded its constitution as a member of the commonwealth 

t / 

Some such step could have created no .difficulty On the contrary it 
would have stirred India to its depth ^ The Congress more hkely 
than not would have stood aloof, but though it might not have help- 
ed, It might equally not have hindered The Hindu Sabha and the 

Muslim League would have certainly responded 

' ' ♦ 

But that 'was not to be Britam lost a great opportunity The 
British statesmen thmk that they are getting all they want from India 
and need no more . They believe that Mr Amery’s occasional out- 
bursts on the August offer and on the British readiness to imple- 
- ment itj once the bad boys In India learn to behave, are just the 
right things to keep Indians in love with Britain They are con- 
fident that if , the need arises the British army can fight both -Indian 
fronts successfully, even if the Indian opinion, is indifferent or sul- 
len And they are convinced that no forces need be mobilised 
in the .country which would spontaneously work to maintam India’s 
frontiers and repress disruptive tendencies, external and ^ internal 

The' fact of the matter 'is that deep' dovVn in the British mind 
there is a distrust of aU Indians, whether be he Gandhiji or Sir Tej 
Bahadur This is most unfortunate for Britain as for^India 

India IS an unfortunate country We have suffered terribly in 
the past on account of the vagaries of our foreign rulers \Ve are 
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Nlr Amcry hai pul W$ finger on ihe only two cour*a that 
^eerc open to the Conference to take if the prejcnl deadlock xrai to 
he dlsiolvcd At the Conference I pleaded that n t ein b crt aitembled 
•ihould face realities and do one of two things, vix^ bnng the Con 
£rcis and the Muslim League together and make them amte at 
an agreed solution or organise a new Centre Party which vnll go 
to the country with a programme to secure the support of the elec 
loratcs and be in a pcmlion to dehter the goods, "brushing aside the 
present wamng parties which hare adopted an intransigent attttudc- 

To ask for the formation of the Eiecntive Counal of the Got 
•cmof-Genenil consisting of aB Indians, howes'er cIcstt ami able, but 
not having the support of the Lcgisbturcs, would be a remedy worse 
than the disease Such a Counal wiD not have the confidence of 
the public and will have to carry on by certification 

On a former occasion, Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, along with Mr 
M R. Jayakar played an important part in bringing the Congrtis 
4nd Gosemment togeiha dutmg the V ker oy a hy of Lord trwnn 
•One would welcome a funher attempt to remove the mrsundcfstar>d 
mgs between the \-ar>crus polt(ica) parties who can then unitedly Insist 
upon the Bniish Oo\rrnmcni to part with power From the Ncry 
lieginning I was convinced that the line that the Confocnce pro* 
posed to lake would invite a rebuff and it has got it 


Sir S RADUAKRISllNAN expressed the following stess-s on 
Mr Amct^ s speech 

“The way in which the peopoiali of the Bombay Conference base 
been treated by the Secretary of State Indirates that even In ihii 
^ms, Britain n not wilbng to part with power in India" declared 
Sir S Kadhakiiihiun in the course of an imerstew on the Indu Jr 
■futc in the Comrooov. He continued 

The war m Europe ami Afrsea n atsumlng a scry settom cKi 
n-tcT It looks as if India svitl he in the dmgrr rom* In a nv^ 
direct way soon. The most urgent need, in these clrcomttancet, rt * 
triendly onderttanding between Creat Britain and India and trm 
p’n trust m fa*h other But esiraogement li fttiing wtJef 
wkIct I say 1* "■'iR deepest soctosr that there is ert vitvtle any 
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unaginativc vision or courageous statesmanship among British lea 
<lers at this critical hour. 

’ Indian of all shades of political opmion are bitterly opposed to 
totahtarian creeds They were very anxious to mdentify themselves 
with the Democratic cause at the beginning of the war But when 
India was declared a belligerent without the consent of her people 
or leaders, she felt she was treated as a vassal State, being required 
tb carry out the dictates of Britain Gandhiji, as the custodian of 
the rorisaence of the country, made a moral protest yet, in his an- 
xiety riot to embarrass Britain, Gandhiji adopted satyagraha with h- 
TOited scope. He could have swept the country and instilled into the 
people a spirit of opposition, but he did not wish to hamper wa: 
effort. There is abuc’ance of goodw U for Britain and aaxiety to stand 
i)y Britam , and yet, by sheer stupidity and self-will, all these moral 
resources are being wasted to the detriment of both Britain and India. 

The speech of the Secretary of State for India betrays a desire 
ito seek a dialectical victory rather than a real solution of the com- 
plex Indian problem He refers to the communal problem as the 
;greatest obstacle No one can deny the reahty of the communal pro- 
iblem,' but it is not necessary for the purpose to assume that all pohti- 
•cally minded Muslims are in sympathy with the extreme and unre- 
presentative official opinion of the Muslim League Muslims of the 
N W F P and Smd, the Proja Party m Bengal, the Shiahs, Momins 
and Ahrars, the Jamiat-ul-uiema and Congress Muslims, among others,^ 
are not with Mr Jinnah The Premiers of the Punjab and i Bengal 
Became members of the Mushm League only after their election Though' 
nominally members if the League, their policies in the provinces with 
Tcfenrence to war effort have little in common with the pohcy.of the 
Muslim League 

It must be most mortifying to the true Englishmannto find 'that 
his work all these decades for buildmg up a united India has come to 
naught. He cannot escape responsibility, however, fbr the communal 
■cleavages Some years ago, Mr Lionel Curtis wrote regardmg sepa- 
rate electorate India will never attain umty and nationhood as long 
as communal electorates remain The longer they remain the more 
difficult will It be to uproot them, till m the end, they will be only 
^eradicated at the cost of a civil war To enable India to attam nation- 
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bood u the mm Ijud on us and m agrcang to the establishment of 
communal rcpn3cnut:oii, we have been £aUc to that trust. The 1 k> 
nest Britisher man fed r ep eo ta nce for the mtschtef he has caused and 
do hu best to undo it, even at this late hour 

The way in which the proposals of the Bombay Gjnferenct arc 
treated by the Secretary of State, indicates that cstn in this enns, Br>* 
tain u not wfllmg to part with power in India. A Cabinet consisiog 
of non-ofisoal Indians may not have a large polidca! following but 
as Gandhiji said, be would accept it as the sign of a change of heart 
in Bntish rulers. Those who voted for the Poona resolution may be 
expected to support such a Gos'emmcni It is not unlikely that Gan 
dhiji may call off satyagraha reserving to himself and other bebeve r s 
in non-violence the right to preach againrt war as such- Congress 
Gorcmmenis rruy get back into power in the provinces. Men like 
Sir Sikandar Hyat Khan and h(r Pazlul Huq wiB support such a 
GoNcnimenL At a time when Law and Order require to be main 
trained Indian Go^efnmenu at the Centre and m the Provinces, ire 
urgently necessary 

I am distressed we do not have a ChuixbiU at ibe India OfHcr 
one who had the boldness to proclaim some months ago an Anglo- 
Trench Umoa Indlacu must be made to fed that ihh is a war w^aged 
no* for the perpetuation of ImJun subjection m the name of mincrmes 
and sested interests, but for leading mankind into a happy and juit 
order The sratement of the Secretary of Siaie is a confmion of the 
moral failure of Hniain ui India It it a tad commentary on war 
aims lha where Britain has power she rs unwilling to me i| for the 
I<nefit of IruIiJ and the world, I appeal to the Bfitiih Prime Minuter 
to face the Indian prollem and solxc it in an hmnt wa) and m a Iru^ 
democratic sprit,** 


13 R- H C MOOKRRIhh^ the well known Kjiimialtti ami Ira Wr cf 
the Indian Cbns lan ccmmuniiy made the following siaicrmm cn 
M \rTKf) s speech 

*rhe rrcmi deba c in the Ilouw of Oenmons Iji malr it rbjf 
that there has nor appeared any change m the a riio h* td iIk Bru b 
(Kwemment The Verttary of Stair has <«c ag^n drawn ante 
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to our internal difJerenccs and stated that the achievement of further 
progress would depend on our arrival at an agreement among our- 
selves We have been further told that India’s war effort is establish- 
ing her claims to equality with Britain After the shortcomings of 
the Congress and the League have been pointed out, the hope is ex- 
pressed that nationalists outside these two organisations would build 
up a strong centre party before their claims could be heard 

When the Congress and the League made it clear that they would 
«iot participate in the war effort, we were told that they did not 
represent the views of large sections of the population When the non- 
party leaders formulated certain proposals in which they whitded 
down the various demands for independence, Dominion Status, etc j 
to a demand for an All-Indian Executive Council, we are told that 
they have no political backing to speak of Every proposal can be 
objected to on some ground or another. A formula- 

to which no objection can be taken is an impossibility, and yet, this 
IS what is demanded of India a,s a prerequisite to further extension of 
political power 

In his reply to the debate Mr Amery waxed eloquent on the 
liberality and the fundamental universal goodwill shown by Parlia- 
ment towards India We in India feel that one sa- 
tisfactory proof of this liberality and goodwill is for Britain herself 
to do something towards the removal of our internal difficulties In 
that light the speech of the Secretary of State which reiterates the 
old formula that the solution must be found by Indians themselves 
does not appear very helpful 

The time has come when not only India but Britain herself must 
face realities It is necessary for Britain to understand that, just as 
all parties are united in their detestation of totalitarianism, similarly 
- all parties are united in a demand for a much larger measure of self- 
government than what India enjoys today It -is wisdom’s part to 
make an authoritative declaration which will ensure the coming back 
of popular mimstnes and which will enthuse India to throw her 
full weight on the side of the democratic powers 

Britain must undo her wrongs It is wrong for her to transfer 
the responsibility for solving the Indian problem to Indians, a pro- 
blem which has been her creation Good feelings between India and. 
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Bntajn an never cocue that way for Indu would be tempted to think 
that Bntain* unwdlmgnai to grapple with thu diShmlty b due 
to intertjtcd nwtives. Each country will hate to do lU ihart and 
the pronouncement of the Se cr e ta ry of State ii dmppointing from 
this point of view 

To fulfil her oWtgattoni to the weaker powers of Europe and to 
do what she thought to be right Britain entered the war though In 
t regrettably b el at ed fashion. In a much higher sense, Britain has 
a duty to discharge by India, a duty wh»ch is the greater beause Bn 
tarn has been ruling Indu for nearly two ccntuncs. 

National India feds that the Secretary of State b refining to 
play the game when he talks of some new and as yet untried variety 
of democracy for India, If the type of democracy now In evidence 
in the West u unworkable, Why chd not Britain and the United 
States scrap it long ago? It u contended that in those countnes 
there are not parties with conflicting ideologws which drsapprovc of 
the lyrtem and if so have the opinions of these mionniics been rt 
garded as weighty enough to condemn the political ipicm under 
whidi these countries have floumhed and prospered? If not, why 
should the refusal of certain Indian raiDonues to accept the Western 
I type (rf democracy be regarded as sulBoent luitificauon for an exa 
^ mmauon of the whde problem which is bound to take time and to 
oiaccfhatc feelings slIU further 

It seems to me that there ii only one course open to Britain and 
that rs to acknowledge the mittaUc she made nhen she impowd the 
■Cofnmcftal Award on Indu w ut the same sarrrty of tianetnqr 
Under which Bnuln lira and then to face the consetpenen what 
cser they may be with the umr serenity and unruflled courage with 
which she is faang totalctananum at so many fronts today Thn m 
the only way to win over India arid ctasince the rest of the »otl ! 
that Britain is smeerp in her profewom of demoeracy 

The rral reason why Imha demands Klf-gtAcrnmeni a dcmsfvl 
\oiced in 1906 by only one pofitieal pany and imUy by ctery Urge 
AH India crganirairon, w-ai well pot 1 ^ Mahatma ( imlhi when 
L«d Lrthun asked oar great leader as to what he rrgitJ^ a« ib* 
gfcatcit diisersicc done Ity Bnuln to Ind-s ArrorJinj to the Sr** 
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Yor\ Times of April 2, 1937, Mahatmaji is reported to have said, 
‘You English committed one supreme crime against my people. Eor 
a hundred years you have done everything for us, you have given 
us no rwponsibility for our own Government, nor enabled us to learn 
by making mistakes. If we are deficient in the character and expe- 
nence necessary to enable us to take over the control of our own 
affairs, it is because you have never given us the opportunity to deve- 
lop those qualities in practice We demand responsibility at once ’ 

If the British Government feels that democracy in actual opera- 
tion in India^may, in some cases, mean the tyranny of the majority 
over the minority, it should also remember that it is the price India 
will have to pay for her lack of experience and that her statesmen, 
like the statesmen of other countries, will have to learn by making 
mistakes No constitution human ingenuity can create is fool-proof 
In every case, convenuons will have to be established and methods of 
procedure devised and the constitution will work satisfactorily to the 
extent that these are contrived wisely and with a single eye to its 
success^l operation India, too, will have to pass through this expe- 
rience and, she can do so only when democracy of the Western type 
IS granted to her The experience India’s statesmen will gather will 
enable India to mtroduce such modifications as may be found neces- 
sary to suit Indian conditions, but this must come necessarily at a 
later stage On the other hand, to wait till there is absolute unani- 
mity among the vanous conflicting groups and after that to frame a 
constitution which finds universal Acceptance is to ask us to wait, 
perhaps indefinitely ’ 

# * * 

TPhE HON MR P 'N SAPRU, in a statement on Mr Amery’s 
' speech, saidias follows — ' r 1, 

’ iii'i- i, I 

Mr Amery came to, the India Office with a certificate from that 
India, The Manchester f Guardian j as being the most 
hberal of the Tories John Gunther, in his ‘Inside Europe’ had descri- 
bed him, however, as an extreme Rightist, extremely, narrow in dealmg 
\v'ith Imperial questions Who that has read Mr Amery’s speeches 
and declarations can deny that John Gunther was right and that T/ie 
Manchester Guardian was wrong? 
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The line adopted by Mr Amcry a m direct opponooo to that 
which commended iuel£, and in my opinion nghdy to the organuert 
of the Bombay CoofcrcDcc. What m effect Mr Amcry uyi is that 
there will be no advance at the Centre on the line* recommended by 
the Bombay Conference units* the dictator of the Muslim League 
giics his approval to such an ads'ancc. In other isordi, India s dcs* 
tiny u to be deeded by the intransigent leader of an organisation 
which stands for the partition of India and which had been putting 
forward demands which no reasonable man can regard as just and fair 

The British Government has suddenly discovered a great love for 
agreemenL ^Vhat may one well ask u this Has this government 
which IS talking of agreement a* a condition precedent to any adsance 
done anj thing to promote that agreement’ Amcry Is not pre 

pared to say that even if the mam political ctements m the country 
came together he would completely Indtanise the Exccirtls'C Council 
on the hoc* suggested b)' the Romhay Conference He Is not pre 
pared to say that Inda will be treated m inta Imperial nuiien as a 
Dominion- He is not prepared to say that Indl* will he mdowtd 
with Dominion Status within a definite iimeJimlt He n net pre 
pared to say that the important portfolios of Finance and Defence snll 
be entrusted to Indians if they come to seme sort of agreement during 
the interim period 

Mocconct Mr Amery n not prepared to recognise the reiponu 
liility of Hrt Majesty* Gosemmeni foe much of the communal trcai 
I4e in this country \Vh<j can then believe in the sitscenty of Mr 
Amcry i professions to lead India on to Dominion Status? 

The broad fact that stares us In the fare is that the British as re 
presented by Mr Amcry i* unwilling to prt svith or even share powrf 
with India It IS clear that the Brihth Cabinet, on behalf of whKh 
Mr Amcry spoke is not for one reason or anoshcr at present in a 
mood to support the rcasoruWc c k menti in Indian pditics. It l» dis- 
tressing to find that truuol fficnJ* of India like Mr Arthur Crtm 
wood, Mr Aultt ami Sir AiihlboW Sswlait are paiwcs to the slew 
sions of Mr Amery It rt refreshing howescr to fimi that the sir^t 
put forward by Mr Amrry did no< meet with appemal of alt wetiont 
and that men bkc Mr \mmoft. Mr W Roberts and Sir ^unlcy RreJ, 
were really entleal of Mr Amcry 
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‘Mr Amcry’s talents should be utilised somewhere else and the 
India Office ought to be placed in charge of a man of broad and 
progressive outlook We can expect nothing from Mr Amery I 
am deeply grieved that the proposals of the Bombay Conference have 
not been accepted by the British Cabinet 

«: * « 

SaRDAR SANT SINGH, ML. A (Central) gave a press state- 
^ment as follows — 

Mr Amery has shown a deplorable lack of appreciation of the 
present political situation in India 

The Secretary of State has misread the Bombav Conference re- 
tolulion when he says that the same h*'. been directed to the wrong 
address Tlie statement is not likely lo encourage those who are an- 
xious to help in the war effort 

* • * 

S IR P 5 SIVASWAMI AIYAR expressed his views as follows : 

The latest speech of Mr Amery m the House of Commons 
will not bring about any solution of the constitutional deadlock or 
any easing of the political and communal tension in this country 

I agree with thr statement issued by Mr V N Chandavarkar, 
President of the National Liberal Federation of India, on the speech. 
The resolutions of the Indian Leaders’ Conference at Bombay should 
have been adopted as furnishing a temporary basis at least for 
the period of the war and the reconstruction of the Central Go- 
\crnmcnt on this basis would have helpied to create confidence 
in the British Government and in their willingness to part 
with power The argument that the tranfer of power to an 
Executnc Council composed of non-official Indians, howe\er emi- 
nent, cannot sohe the question as they have no support from 
the o-ganiscd parties in the Legislature, has been pushed too 
far Making full allowance for the likelihood of obstructionist 
tactics by the representatn cs of the majority parties, -the adoption 
of the policy of the Bombay Conference cannot possibly lead 
to any disaster, as the power of the Go\ ernor-Gcncral to certify 
necessary measures is not to be affected. On the other hand, it is at 
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1 lean as likely as not tliat the coodoct of the adminmratton by du- 
txngtushcd non-cfBaal Indians may coutmend itself to the reasonable 
dements to the country and tvin the support of public opimoo, even 
though It may fail to secure the support of the ma^onty m the Lc 
gulaturc It cannot be said that there is no difference between this 
pesmon and the conduct of the odraimstrauoo by the Goverrunent, 
as It ts iMtv constituted The success of this experiment wil! lead to 
the adop'ion of a more reasonable policy by the party organiutions. 
It IS unfortunate that the parties in this country should be now under 
the thumb of leaders, more anxious about their own prestige than 
about the welfare of the country and the cussedness of nsionanes 
who arc the objects of a superstiuous itncration. 

• • • 

Mr. OSMAN SOBANI ex prcaident of the Anjuman-e Iilam of Bom- 
bay issued the follossing statement — 

I cannot understand the Butler created by the Secretary of Sutes 
speech I for one am neither surprised nor disappointed. The pro* 
posal to thoroughly lodtanise the Executive Council has been In the 
hands of the \ iccroy since August ip^o, and mart hate been com 
mumcated by him to Mr Amcry 

The Standing Committee of the Bombay Conference Is to meet 
at Allahabad on the ayth of this month I iruu that this Committee 
Will earnestly take up Mr Amcry s challenge and do ihnr utmost 
to arrange a meeting between Mr Gandhi and Mr finnah and per 
suadc the fonner to coniidct seriously the latter s propooh This 
t Committee must also appeal to the Indian Preis to abstain from re 
opfocal acrimonious attacks agauisi the Congress and the League 
Nothing can be achieved by characicrumg the Muslim Ix-agur s I’f 
mandi as a “poisonous gospel ** 

If Sir Tq Bahadur Sapru Sir CMmanlal Sir Sulun Ahme | an I 
Sir Homy ^foJy take upon themselscs the diBkuli tjik rf l»ring ng 
abotrt a lapporrhcmcni I»rtssTm Mr ramllil and ^fr Jmrjh '-(r 
Amerys tebuf! to "iif T B ‘^apru may jet petse that "go^l ri.Twsh 
out of oil ^ 
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£ ANDIT HRIDAYA NATH KUNZRU, member of ^e stand- 

mg Committee of the Bombay Conference, in an interview said 

} t 

As for 'the unrepresentative character of the^ Bombay Conference, 
Mr Amery has failed to meet the charge that the very persons who are 
treated as representatives of India when the British Government claim 
that India is with them I'n the war effort are treated as unrepresen- 
tative when they ask'for "theif national rights As regards the com- 
munal differences, Mf Amery has again asked Indians to arrive at an 
amicable settlement when the Government have' themselves done every- 
thing to render it impossible by practically givmg the Muslims a veto over 
all constitutional advance The communal problem will continue to 
be harped by the British Government as long as it suits them to do 
so Mr Jinnah’, in spite '6f the brave words used by him, has, in 
his address" to the Muslun League Session at Madras, Virtually beg- 
ged the British Government to fegard his commilnity as their fnend 
and to extricate it from the difficult position in which it has placed 
Itself by its 'impossible deihands ' Mr Amery, while not going as 
far as Mr Jmnah would have liked him tb do, has tried to assure 
the Muslim community that he is not unsympathetic towards it 

' ' ' u! I 

' V ' * ' * 

' , u 

T - , , I , 

HE following resolution was passed by ,the Council of the Deccan 
, Sabha 

'The Council of the Deccan Sabha is deeply disappointed at the 
recent statement made ih' the Hduse ‘of Commons by the Secretary of 
State for India, as it shows no disposition to find a solution of the pre- 
’ sent grave Indian ' problem In particular, the curt rejection of the 
proposals of the recent Bombay Conference arid the' continued insist- 
ence on a preliminary uriderstanding between the two major commu- 
nities before any further step is taken, show a lamentable want of 
true statesmanship on the part of the authorities, especially when, the 
present serious war situation demaniis that the "fullest co-operation 
from all sections of the people of India should be secured by produ- 
cing the necessary psychological atmosphere 
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R ARTHUR Moore, Edtcor of The Stateirngn imicd the 
follcming tutemcnt from England 

Since ray amval m this country I have noticed some postibJiiKi 
of Empire mminderstaiHlings, to svhich the necessary reduction in the 
size of nesnpapen here may gite rue. I have seen the transcript of 
the India debate telegraphed to India and it ii much fuHcr than 
anything a\‘ailable here. The Indian public has read in detail what 
Sir George Schuster Sir Stanley Reed Mr W Roberts and others 
Slid. The Bntish puUtc remamt unau'arc that Sir George Schuster 
hirasdf a forracr Finance Member said “It is ridiculous to claim 
that there a*c no Indians capable of bang Finance Mcrnben" or ihit 
Sir Stanley Reed said that Mr Amcrys speech left him under o seme 
of dcpreuion and did not take us a nywh ere. 

Ma) I also confess disappointment and say I ctiuld pick several 
Indians who would rnakc as good Defence Members a^ an aserage 
British \\ir Se cr etary > The Nawab of Bhopal would be ahose the 
aserage 

What was said of ihe futilities of the Congrtsi and the thlTicul 
ties created by the Moslem League ii true In the cnsit of our late 
India s fate and the wxirlift fa c is it leadership lo imitate these futi 
lilies b} making agreement among Induios themieliTt—which wr 
well know we shall not get— a condition precedent to our own action* 
In peace-time we iniiued on the os-emding judgment and mi 
iia lie of Parliament while Indian eitremisis declared that Irsduru 
only m a Constiiuiem Assembly mu»t dcvue an Indian comtifufron. 
In wartime, wt ihrun an equivalent of ihetr own unsroriaWc idea 
down ihar ihroa s and the Secretary of State musts that “the rev 
ponuhiliiy both for the initiation and comptetson of thii high m 
qutrj rests with Indians ihemscKes. 

I am with reason, an admirer of Mr Amery ami know the reilrfy 
of h s belief m Dominion Oosanment but there is somewhere a pra 
Ijsn of leadership, which does not befit the times. 

• • • 

Tut HON KIIW BMIADUR AIXA Ht\ rmrilrr o( nt 
rfprt tej til MC* at folltnta 

TVic It n«tins new in Mr Amttj i iper It rr^u nnj 
iiJcialion or ihoufhl bj Intlian iwlili tint Mr \nttry it irfrl 
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the old offer, which has been rejected by all political parties in India 
and reiterating his' old arguments^ The less we think about them 
the better for India, 

* * . • 

R.AI BAHADUR GURU NARAIN, General Secretary of the All- 
Tndja Hindu League, expressed his opinion as under 

Where there is a wdl, there is a way I think that Britain does 
not want to part with power 

There is nothmg in Mr Amery’s offer and the stalemate in 
the country, instead of being solved, would assume a more difficult 
aspect It IS deplorable that India’s gravest dangers are not bemg 
realised both by the Muslim League and the Congress at such a 
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CALCUTTA, Apnl aj 

Under ihc aptKOT “Indu Lnows her Amcry" the Adrance in 
a lading article ccrmmentmg on Mr Amery > ipccch in the Conv 
mon» uyi “We arc happy to note that Mr Amery b ngidly true 
to hii type and doei not contradict hit pan performancei. What he 
laid on Augun 8 I9^o and ailed hn firm offer he repair, rrttc'^t 
3r>d rntcratei on Apni aa io{i »nih an undinurbed cocnpfacency 
at though the world hat ilootl ttill tince the Auguu offer of 
wat made The handi of the clock have been nvotionlat for Km 
and the offer dated the Fth day of Augtin ijqo, hat ccnieqoertly 
needed no modified ediuon** 


The paper add “Mr Amery wai all agrmnt all palm, t'’ 
impmt oo the mimit of hit parlumentary harm the un hangeal t 
dftnminaium of Mr JinnaHj tow unto death fr*r a NIui’im Ind a. 
Sir Tej Hahadar **apru tm refeivr*! the trilnitc of !<tp^ ‘iljt d *• 
tingutdted a puPie KTiant hut wa» tut olf •ith a thiUiCi" 
fcTundt have geme to the full hauled irart «uruv c.^vlad'a • * 
pjfTf who, if netvary »cu J «it Arvry Amery 
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BOMBAY, April 2^ 

*XHE Bombay C/irornclc cliaracicriscs Mr Amcry’s speech as a 
“challenge to Nationalists” Turning to the Bombay Leaders’ Con- 
ference, the paper says “Some hoped that the proposals might be 
substantially accepted by the Government But Mr Amcry turns 
them down unceremoniously and even ridicules them and their sup- 
porters ” The paper adds “Mr. Amery seems more interested m 
counteracting the influence of the Congress than in bringing about 
ii settlement with it.” 


* # 

T HE Free Press Journal^ commenting on the India debate, WTitcs 
“All the argumentation is for clc\cr handling of the Indian situation 
— for more cunning diplomacy, for more calculating generosity. 
There was not a whisper of Britain’s tremendous moral responsibility 
in respect of the 500 millions of coloured subjects over w’hom she 
rules " 


• • • 

CALCUTTA, April 23 

The Statesman says “It is a matter for regret that no new melody 
is to be heard Mr Amcry emphasised the opportunity offered to 
Indians of framing the country’s future constitution, which is a re- 
cognition in ad\ance of India’s status as a Dominion That is what 
Indians wanted, that is, w'e believe, what most Indians want But 
an attendant stipulation has brought frustration The new constitu- 
tion must be the outcome of agreement among the principal elements 
in India’s national life That Is where the programme has broken 
dow'n, capaaty for agreement has for many reasons been small and 
the more rigidly one element sets out its view, the more rigid the 
others become in feeling and thought ” 

# * # 

The Amiita Bazai Patii\a says “There is no change in Mr 
Amery’s attitude There is no change in his tone either The old 
prejudiced mind is actively at work There is no spirit of helpful- 
ness on his part in the grim months through which we are all pass- 
ing There is no basis of settlement In his speech ” 
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The paper adds, “Inckcd Hu Majfjty > Mifliitcrs are net prt 
pared to part XTth pewtr They speak the language of dcmocnc) 
they coounoc to think and act in icrms of the traditiom of the ruhn>. 
cauem. Mr Churcdl u a Tory diehard Mr Amcry is a good l>eu 
tenant. The diebards arc in the saddle Democracy and freedom 
arc opposed to the traditions which they undemand and labour to 
maintain and uphold ** 

“If there IS anything neuWe m the speech it u o more pro- 
nounced baa against the Congress " says the UmJiutjn SuttditrJ 
"The Muslim League obviously hat rccejred more sympathetic con- 
sideration than the Congress-'* 

The paper adds “It u cwrerndy to be regretted that while there 
ts a lot of beating about the bush in Mr Amery s speech, there is hot 
the slightest recognition of the fundamental fad, that the sduiiorv 
can come onl) in the Coigtss ray that is lo lay through a Cornu 
luent Assemb’y and on the basis of Independence of a United India " 


KEW DELHI Apnl ay 

U NDER the caption “Vlahgmng the Congress” the HtnJutun Time/ 
commenting on the Commons debate says that it n “ont lAcly to 
contribute anything Icmards improsing the situation in this country 
It nuv even hast the contrary eflcn of »«scning the relations I** 
i».ccn the Goscmmcni and the people UTiere Mr Amery s speech 
does not disappoint it is likely to oasperaie all sections of opinion In 
the cooniry His anti Congress animus n hkcljr to he mipcf^atf I hj 
the Congress by a further stiffening of its attitude The m I ^ 
ctwiragement he gasc to the Muslim I^gsjt in rmVing iti impms h’f 
slemand >ri!l induct it to persot m ht intransigence Hu rrie ikki sf 
the Well rneant pfopcnals n< the Ifombay CrusfcKO e will d jpp» ft 
the Ijbrral section of opintcfi in the country An»l il>e rrunn-*! m 
whrth he ftruli fauh wijh all srnions while h 
rsothtng more to the sofutinn of the Ind an prriJetn rserpt tie wl r 
inadequate and imufft-ient nflcr s/ \iigust Int aiwl a frw snrt* ^ 
phrases will create d sgurl m tlie m fuK tf c<d nary men-*' 
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LUCKNOW, April 23 

W KITING editorially under the caption “Ipsissima Verba” the Na- 
uonal Herald expresses the opinion that Mr Amery’s speech makes an 
unabashed attempt at a misrepresentation of the Congress as a Nazi- 
like organization and shows supreme contempt for those non-Congress 
elements who have been trying to play the role of honest broker be- 
tween Britain and India The )Ournal believes that Congressmen 
should find ample justification m the speech for their cardinal belief 
that the British Government have not the slightest desire to part with 
power now or hereafter. The tarring brush of suspicion is applied 
to all alike. 

The paper adds that Mr Jinnah “gets a pat on his back for his 
Madras oration, but if even he cannot be trusted, it is entirely his 
misfortune” It also finds reason to suspect that Mr Amery’s mter- 
pretation of the August offer is becoming narrower with the greater 
confidence he is gaining in the existing regime 

* • «_ 

“If Congress is to be criticised for its ‘all or nothing’ cry, what 
shall we say of Whitehall’s ‘little or nothing’? It has comrmtted a 
blunder of the first magnitude, the effects of which it is impossiblc- 
to foresee”, writes the Pioneer in a leading article under the caption 
“Amery Blunders ” 

The paper adds “Plausible, but psychologically unsustamablcl 
Such must be the general verdict on Mr Amery’s attitude towards the 
political impasse in India, as revealed in the two speeches he made m 
the House of Commons ” 

# # # 

LAHORE, April 23 

The immediate and most important effect of Mr Amery’s speech 
was to destroy whatever hopes of a solution of the present political 
impasse in India the Bombay Conference and the resolution passed by 
It had roused, whether in this country of in Bntain,” says the Tribune, 
in a leading article cntided “Mr Amery’s Damper ” It says that Mr 

\mcn s reject on of the Bombay Conference’s proposal was categorical 
and final 
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Proceeding ihc paper ray* that •‘tbc rejection of ihc Bombay Con 
fcrcnce proposal means and can mean nothing else except the indcfintie 
continuance of the present impasse, with all its harmful ciTccts both 
on the general and the s\*ar sitoattoo in India. If that b what Mr 
Amcry desires he is welcome to hu fkosion if not, he must find some 
vray of re-opening the door be has for the moment so effectively 
banged.” 


In a leading article on the India debate the Tima (London) rt 
femng to the resignation of the Congress Government, says 

The demand for resignation svas not made by a drtcootented 
deflorate or by the Gtrremon nor was the rtsjgnaijoni of the Mims- 
ters caused by diu gr tements on policy wnhm the Congress Party Th" 
summons reached them fromihe cxecuuve of that partv which ‘smhed 
thus to erprcis disapprtn-at m hfr Amery s words "of the absence of 
a statement of war aims by the Dntuh Goremment framed to Its 
likmg ” 

The disregard diiplajed by the most povETrful Indian party fot 
Ticpomibibiies of Self-gos-emmem was lenooi enough. Stil more 
serious has been its effect on other imponani elements in Indian poll 
tieal life It has filled the Nfuslimi the Princes and non-Congrtii 
<?oseTnmenti and electorates of InJu with the utmost distrust of the 
Congress policy and methods 

It has Inspred Mr Imruh and the Musbrn League to demand 
separa ion of tniUa into two aepante nattoov^a remedy which seems 
more dangerous esen than the disease of party totalitariamim— to 
■quote the Vertta j of Sure— with wlu<h ihe Congress Party is 
afU ctrd, 

"^nce the reiectiors by the Congress Pany of all Bninh attempts 
at a leasoftiye snlotKsn a numli^ of eminrm Irttlans led I7 die srtc 
ran stattsmsn S r Tej fUfudur Sapru Hast pet forward fmh pr^ 
pewatu 

Thrwr were rrvimtd arsi <ni iwd I7 tS' Vtirtiry of Sosf an I 
tie llouw wh V cbsKKj 1| regwi »ng h s inaNl tj it> a-.i:rj< sbtrs I » 1 
to a^'VT that th f >.trp*i*ve m ihcsf pesmt furs wat e.ix peKtNs’ 
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politics Mr. Amcry appealed to Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and his 
followers to concentrate their efforts on bringing the contending Indian 
parties together 

It is certain that no scheme imposed by the British Government 
xipon India however carefully planned, can hope for a fraction of the 
success which would be reached through agreement, and the whole 
tone of the debate, the speech of the Secretary of State himself and 
those of members of all parties showed that the Government and Par- 
liament alike are only too anxious that British India should enjoy domi- 
nion status at the first practieable opportunity 

Mr. Amery paid a well-deserved tribute to the conduct of the 
Indian army and na\7 and to the increasing contribution of the Indian 
Empire to the war Non-pohtical India is doing its duty nobly to the 
cause of freedom It is surely time for the Indian political leaders, 
even if they will not listen to British counsels, to pay some attention 
to those of their fellow countrymen who look beyond party and sec- 
tarian advantages and wish to sec India play her full part in the strug- 
gle which her traditions and her resources demand Little as they 
may care to admit it, the war is drawing nearer to their borders and 
stern demands of coming days cannot be met by persistence in out- 
worn policies or by manoeuvres for mmor tactical advantages. 

• * • 

The India debate on Tuesday was imsatisfactory so far as it dis- 
closed Government’s policy”, says the Manchester Guardian m a leadmg 
article dated April 26, 1941^ The debate was only satisfactory because 
some of the speeches by pnvate members showed that there is a lively 
discontent “with Government having no policy now for doing anythmg. 

Mr Wilfred Roberts said, the paper adds, that Mr Amcry’s speech 
left “a sense of frustration and disappomtment”. Sir Stanley Reed, a 
first-rate authonty on India said that the speech left “ a sense of depres- 
sion”. It travelled “over the old ground” The Manchester Guardian 
“What have Government done to show that they do not deserve 
to be accused of driftmg since the Viceroy made the August proposals. 
It has been suggested that a delegation of members of Parliiiment should 
jgo to India with Government approval to try and bring together the 
Muslim League and the Congress Have Government ever helped that 

, 5 ' 
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plan ? It ha» been ctmunually proposed m pubbe ami tn pnraic that 
Mr Amcry himself a nun of goodviTlt sbcuUl go. Thu was again 
proposed m Tuesday t debate, \lr Amciy does not go. Sir George 
Schuster m a wise speech, suggested that provinaal mimstcn and E)c 
svans of the States “should get together” The paper uys that a ittm 
lar idea has been strongly supported tn India and asks “Have GoNcm 
ment c\er given it arty help ? 

“Of course,” says the paper “rt ti possible for the hundredth lime 
to cnitase the Congress and the Muslim League to ihov- how unrta 
sonable they are, how much they think of ihemseltTS how little of 
Indu WTui then ? The t\so parties face each other the X.eaguc 
ijetnanding independent Muslim States and the Congress the ciireme 
rights of a ma;ont) while thouunds of Congress rtpresenlativcs choose 
to go to pmson. Of course it is a terrible problem but is it a part 
worthy of our people to sit dowm with folded hands and tell others to 
take on the |ob of producing an ordered future for India ? 

“Sir Te) Hahadof Sapru s Bombay Conference led to a pbn under 
which the Viceroy s Council would become the Indun Genetnmen! hut 
would remain responsible to the Crown It could he a proMsional plan 
not antiopating the new Constitution with Dominion Status which 
must folloss the war Mr Amcry finds all sorts of diflvulitts but there 
snll a1w3)i be difficultiei They ha'e to be oscrcomp and risks base 
to be faced." 

< 

“Cannot CroserntTKni think again” asks the \/a»tfAfi:cr CujrJhtw 
do not base India behind o» as we ought to fuse and only Ivy 
(roscmmmt tr)ing again and again ruking failure never despairing 
■lwj)s seeking control of the esenis never drifting shall we suciceil” 
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the nujor pariicj wa* a desirable pre requmic to ihcir joint coHabora 
lion at the Centre* Such a g re em ent was unforturuidy not rached 
and in the arcumstanco no progtesj was then possible. 

Dunng the earlier part of this )car I continued my cflorti to bring 
political parties together In these last feiA wtebs 1 again entered 
into conNtrsauoos ssith promirvcnt pohucal personages in Bntish India 
and the Chancellor of the Chamber of Pnnccs, the results of s^hich 
ha\c been reported to I Its Majesty s Gosemment IIis Majcsi) s 
Goserrunent ha\e seen al'o the resolutions passed by the Congress 
\\ orbing Cotnmttiec the Mu'hm League and the Hindu Mahasabha. 

It IS clear that the earlier difTcrcncts which had pmtntcd the 
achicsement of rutiorul unity remain unbndged Deeply as I Its 
Majesty s Gostmmcnl regret thn they do not feel that they should 
any longer because of these difTcrtiKts* postpone the expansion of 
the Omernor-Ocneral s Council and the establishment of a body which 
■vsnll more closely asjocutc Indian public opinion with the conduct of 
the war by the Central Oosemment 

They hate authorised me accordingly to insitc a renain mtmbcf 
of represcnutise Indians to join my Laetutive CounciL 

They hate authorised me funher to estahhih a \\ar Advisory 
Council «hi h would meet at regubr Intcrrals, and which would 
Contain reprcwmiaiivci of the Indian States and of other interests in 
the national fitc of India os a whole 

The convenatioos wKkH hast taVm place and the rtsolutiom 
pf iKc bodies whKli 1 have jo*t mentioned make it clear howesrr 
that tlrtre is still in errtam ipurtm doubt as to site intmtions vf tfit 
Majesty s Gosemment foe the ttmstiiutional future of India arul that 
there is ilochf too, as to whetlief die pnsitton of M noriiir*, wfrf- 
tliCT po’itical Of religsosis is lunVieotly ufej^anUil in frlaimn to any 
constiiutioful (Kan-e l»y the asiuianee already given There arc t»o 
ms n |«n s saHkIi 1 ase cmetprsL On those two pso » !l s Mjjrsly $ 
Crosetnment iwn% Jctitc me to make their position tlear 

The fiMt It as to tl^ pm iwKi M fvaitm m rrti to anr 
future ccnmn-iwnal vhrme It K« a'rradj fren rule ct^ir ihrt 
iny dr Uration of last CV-wJ*-* d«x net estlude rs>'njrai»ws (i **>y 
paa cither of tip- Vrt of ex r* rt* r*4<y « J I n» m 
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It IS based His Majesty’s Government’s concern that 'full weight 
should be given to the; views of the Minorities in any revision has 
^Iso been brought out. That remains the position of His Majesty’s 

Government 

_ ) 

It goes without saying that they could not contemfilate the trans- 
fer of the present responsibilities for the peace and welfare of India 
to any system of Government whose authority is directly denied by 
large and powerful elements in India’s national life nor could they 
be parties to the coercion of such' elements into submission to such 
a Government ' ^ 

The second point of general interest is the machinery for budd- 
ing within the British Commonwealth of Nations a new constitu- 
tional scheme when the times comes There has been very strong 
insistence that the framing of that scheme should be primarily the 
responsibility of Indians themselves, and should originate from Indian 
conceptions of the social, economic and political structure of Indian 
life 

His Majesty’s Government are in sympathy with that desire, and 
wish to see it given the fullest practical expression subject to the due 
fulfilment of the obligations which Great Britain’s long connection 
with India has imposed upon her and for which His Majesty’s Go- 
vernment c-annot divest themselves of responsibility 

It IS clear that a moment when the ' Commonwealth is en- 
gaged in a struggle for existence is not one in which fundamental con- 
stitution issues can be decisively resolved But His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment authorise me to declare that .they will most readily assent to 
the setting up after the conclusion of the war with the least possible 
delay of a body representative of the principal elements in India’s na- 
tional life in order to devise the framework of the new constitution and 
they will lend ever)' aid in their power to hasten decisions on all 
relevant matters to the utmost degree 

Meanwhile they will welcome and promote in any way possible 
every sincere and practical step that may be taken by representative 
Indians themslves to reach a basis of fnendly agreement 

Firstly, on the form which the post-war representatn e body should 
take and the methods by which it should arri\c at its conclusions, and 
secondly, upon the principles and outlines of the constition itself 
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They trmt howere r that for the penod of the war (with the 
Central Government recoortituted and strengthened in the manner I 
have described and with the hdp of the War Advuocy CoudoI all 
parties, commoniUet and interests wiQ combine and cooperate in 
making a notable Indian contributioii to the victory of the world cause 
which IS at stoke. Moreover., they hope that in this procen new bonds, 
of union and understanding wiD emerge and thus pave the way to- 
wards the attainment by India of that free and equal partnership in 
the British Commonwealth which remains the proclaimed and accept* 
cd goal of the Imperial Crown and of the British Parliament. 
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CONGRESS RESOLUTION ON VICEROY'S OFFER 



Presidency Policu 

GIVES 

SPLENDID BONUSES 

Ri 22/- Per Thotuand per year 
WHOLE LIFE 

Ra. 18f- per ihoataad per year 

ENDOWMENT 

POPULAR INSURANCE 

SCHEMES FOR ALL 

PRESIDENCY 

Life Insurance Company Ltd 

HEAD OFFICE BOMBAY 

Brancha^oti" 

SHOLAPUR POONA BELGAUM HUBU HYDERA 
BAD (Do ) AHMEDABAO BIJAPUR MADRAS ete 

Presidency Provident & 

General Insarance Co,, Ltd' 

Mherwan Baildln^ Sir P Mehta Roaih Fort Bombay 

The Leading INDIAN PROVIDENT CO 
★ 

* Conforms to new Insurance Act 
■A Policies issued exceed 50,000 

* Funds exceed Rs 10,00,000 

* Liberal agency terms 

* Attractive Policy-Schemes 

For particulars apply to> THE HEAD OFFICE 
Branches at 

Poona, Sholapor, Bijapar, Hobli, Raloapn, i 

Madras, NtTasan, Hyderabad, Dhttlia^ 


ESTO 1924. 



The Poona Ratification 

The Working Commitlcc, meeting m Delhi passed die follow- 
ing resolution on July 7, 1940 which was confirmed and passed hy 
the All Indn Congress Committee at the sessions held in Poona on 
Julj 27-28, 1940 

“The Working Committee have noted the serious happenings 
A\hich ha\e called forth fresh -appeals to bring about a solution of the 
dead-lock in the Indian political situation and in \icw of the dcsira- 
bilit) of clanfjing the Congress jxisuion the) ha\c carncsth examined 
the whole Mtinlion once again in the light of the latest develop- 
ments in world affairs 

The Working Committee arc more than c\cr convinced that 
the acknowledgement b\ Great lintain of the complete Independence 
of India is the onU solution of the problems facing l>oth Indn and 

r. ritam tnd arc, therefore, of opinion that such an uncqunonl t^c- 
(hration should be immcdntcK made and thu as an 'inmcdiate s’cp 
m giMUg ctTcct to It, a provisional Xitioml Go.crnmcnt should be 
conuitutcd ,'■1 the Centre which though formed as a t'l 

s. tors mCi'.'Te, should Ik ‘uch ns to ccn'’m'*rd the 


1 
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raise the unsolved contutuuonal issue and prejudice it in favour of 
the ma)onty and agaum the minorma The Working Committee are 
of the opmion that the rejection of thu proposal unmistakably indicates 
that there u no ivilhngnesi on the part of the Bntuh Go\'emmeQt to 
part with any power and authonty even for the immediate purpose of 
securing co-opcration m the war efforts. The Bntah Government 
would gather together and carry oo with such dissentient groups and 
individuals as oppose the wnbes of the majority of the people of India 
and without any co-ordmatioa with the elected Legislatures at the 
Centre or in the Provmccs> rather than concede anything that would 
work towards rccogmtion of the rights of the people of India to rule 
themselves democratically 

For these reasons, the Working Committee have come to the con- 
duiton that the sutemenrs referred to arc wholly opposed not only to 
the pnnaple of democracy as acclaimed by the Bntiih Government m 
ibor War Aims, but also to the best mteresu of India and they can- 
not be a party to tcccpcing the proposals contained ld the statement 
or advrnng the country to accept thcnu The Working Committee 
connder that these dedaraitons and offers not only fall far short of the 
Congress demand but would be impedimenta to the e^‘oIutlon of a 
free and united India. 

The Working Committee call upon the people to condemn the at 
titudc adopted by the British Govemroent by means of public meet 
mgs and othcnvise, as also through their elected represcutatim m the 
ProTinoal Legislatures. 
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RUBY 

Treads the Glonous March and 
Records the Business of 

30 , 00,000 

in the first complete year 
of the inauguration of 
the LIFE DEPT 

1940 

Ruby General Insurance Co , Ltd. 

Head Office CBLCUTTR 
Chairman B M. BIRLH Esg 

Bombay Dxomon,-— 

General Manager B K. SETALVAD Esq 
45-47, Apollo St„ Fort, BOMBAY 


ALSO TRANSACTS 
FIRE, MOTOR, MARINE 
Workmen’s Compensation Business 


, Muslim League Resolution 


T HE Workmg Committee of the All-India Muslim League, which 
imet at Bombay on September 2, 1941 passed a resolution touching the 
Viceroy’s offer and Mr Amery’s speech in the House of Commons 

The Committee consider that these pronouncements constitute & 
•considerable progressive advance towards the approach of the point of 
view and the position taken up by the All-India Muslim League dn 
(behalf of Muslim India, regarding the problem of the future Consti- 
itution of India, and the Committee also note with satisfaction that His 
Majesty’s Government have, on the whole, practically met the demand 
•of the Muslim League for a clear assurance to the effect that no future 
•Constitution, interim or final, should be adopted by the British Gov- 
•emment without their approval and consent 

Another resolution asserted that certain observations contamed in 
Tthese pronouncements regarding “the unity of national life m India, 
•which does not exist, are historically inaccurate and self-contradictory”. 
The resolution further reiterated the Mushm League’s faith m the 
Pakistan scheme adopted by the Lahore session of the Mushm League. 
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Such observations arc calculated to raise apprehensions lo the 
mmds ot the Muslims of India» and, therefore, the Committee deem 
It necessary to reaffirm and make the poution dear once more that 
the Cocnrmttce stands by the Lahore resolution and the basic pnnopfea 
underlying the terms thereof proposing the division of India, and the- 
creation of independent Stales m the North-Western and Eastern zones- 
of India where the MusUms are m a masonry 

The Committee decUre their dctcnmnatioo firm resolve, and 
faith that the parudon of Indu is the osdy soluuoo of the most difficult 
and complex problem of India s future Consutnuosi and are glad to 
state that the vital importance and the true aspect of this question ore 
bang fully realised by the Bntish Parliament' and that His Majesty a 
Government are now fully apprised and seized of the realities of the 
situaUom 

The Muslixn League again makes its ponoon dear that the Mus> 
Urns of India are a nation by themadves and will czerose tbear right 
to self-detomnutioQ, ‘and t^rch^jaloo^ are diejfinal jodges and 
arbiters of their own future destiny 

The Ccramrtice, while expreasmg aj^JTeoaboo of Government^ 
action m ‘’conceding the pnnaplc urged upon them by the Muslim 
League" described the specific o0cr of the Viceroy as "unsalisfactocy"' 
and requested the Vi ce roy to reconsider the matter It authorised the 
P re si dent, Mr Jumah, to seek further infonnauon and danfication 
■regarding the strength and functions, not only of the proposed War 
Adviiory Coraminee but of the Expanded Executive CoonciL It fur 
ther sought to be informed as lo "what portWios will be assigned to 
every one of these additional members." 

The Commiuee cemduded lU ihrtc day session after passing a 
rtsoluiicn permiting "such hfoslcms os think they can serve any use- 
ful purpose by merdy assocuung themsdres with War Coenmitteea- 
lo do so," 
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Hindu Maiiasabha Resolution 

V'\\\ 

following rwolutiona were paued by the WorVmg Commrtiee 
of the AU-India Hindu Mahaiabha which met m Bombay on Septan 
her 23 , 1940 — ^n view of the oppoctunitio that the present waj ofTcn 
for the general tnilitiiruaUon of the Hindus and for the organicatioo 
of the defence of Indu on sound up-to-date modem hnea, so that 
India may be coaverted into a self-contained defence uut, the Hindu 
htahasabha is prepared wholeheartedly to work out the schemes of 
the extension of the Vkcroy s Executive Coundl and the War Advisory 
Council but on honourable terms of equity and lusdce as stated below* 
“In view of the declaration made by the Muslim League of its de- 
termination, firm resolve and faith that the partidon of India is the 
only solution of a faturc constitutioo for India the Hindu Mahaiabha 
lUgcs upon the Viceroy to make a dear and definite dedarauon that 
Govern ro eot have not approved or accepted any such proposal or 
scheme. 

“That in view of the reported undcntanding be tw ee n the \Tctroy 
and the Muslim League that the League vrould be given livo seats on 
the proposed extended- Exccudvc Counca and five seaU on the pro- 
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posed War Advisory Council, the Mahasabha claims a representation 
of six seats in the extended Executive Council and 15 seats on the 
War Advisory Council on the population basis 

“That out of the six seats on the extended Executive Council, one 
be given to Sikhs and one to Scheduled Castes and the rest to be given 
to the nominees of the Mahasabha ” 

“The Working Committee considers the demand of the Muslim 
League for 50 per cent representation on the proposed Executive 
Council and elsewhere as undemocratic, unconstitutional, unreasonable 
and preposterous, and urges upon the Viceroy to give an assurance to 
the Mahasabha that no such demapd would be entertamed ” 

‘In view ot the attitude taken up by the Mushm League and the 
altered pohtical situation brought about thereby, the Working Com- 
mittee of the Hmdu Mahasabha requests the President, without mean- 
ing any disagreement about the-personnel of the panel, to withdraw 
the panel which was submitted bjr him to the Viceroy on behalf of 

the Mahasabha*. in deference to the wishes of the Viceroy. 

\ ^ 

“The Working Committee also urges that a sub-committee of the 
extended Executive Council be formed, with the Viceroy as President, 
to be in charge of the defence portfolio and that Hindus should be 
given adequate representation on it 

“The meetmg urges that the Viceroy should not commit himself 
to any distribution of portfolios before the extended Executive Council 
IS constituted The Committee further urges that the distribution 
of portfohos when made should be on an equitable basis with due 
regard to the importance and interests of the Hmdus ” 
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. Bombay Conference Resolution 


The’ following IS the text of the resolution adopted unanimously 
at'the Bombay Conference of Non-party leaders on March 15, 1941 


While India dislikes the idea of taking advantage of Britain’s dif- 
ficulties in her'hferoic struggle, the Conference is equally desirous that 
India’s domestic problems should not be pressed tp her disadvantage 

; i' - ' f 

► As a first step towards ending, the present deadlock, and jUntil a 
permanent constitution is brought into force, the Conference desires 
to emphasise the immediate need for the reconstruction of the Gov- 
ernor-General’s Executive ,Counal , , , , , ,, 


_ The Conference considers that the present Council, which consists 
of three European members from the Indian Civil Service and three 
Indians, of whom two non-offiaals and one is a member of the 
Indian Civil Service, in addition to ll E the Viceroy and li E the 
Commander-in-Chief, is neither adequate nor sufficiently representative 
to organise and direct India’s war effort at this moment of grave penl 

The Conference is anxious that India’s defences should be put on 
a firm basis and that the resources of this great country, in men and 


/ 
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nuteml, ihould be used to die foUcst adTantagc not only to defend 
her own fronOen but to bdp the British people to the fullest extent 
possible, cocmitcntly with the best inuxestx of India. 

For the reasons mentioned above this Conference u of the opmsen 
that the whole Executive Council should coimst of non-ofliaal Indians 
drawn from important elements in the public hfe of the country Thu 
would naturally involve the transfer of all portfolios, including the 
vital ones of Finance and Defence to Indians, while the Conference is 
willing donng the period of the war, that the reconitructed Centre 
may rrmain responsible to the Crown and so far as Defence is con- 
cemed, the position of the Commandcr-ui'Chicf as the executive head 
of the Defence forces of the country, may not be, m any way pre 
judiccd. 

At the same tune, the Conference u strongly of the view that the 
reconstructed Gcrremment should not merely be a coUecooo ^ depart 
mental heads, •but should deal wnb all important marten of policy on 
a basu of joim and collective respoosibOity In regard to all inter 
Imperial and internauooal matters, the reconstructed Gover n ment 
should be ifcatcd on the same fooung as the Dominion Govcmmcnli. 

The Coo f eregee is further of the opinion that to create a favourable 
atmosphere for the working of the reamstructed Central Goremment 
It u necessary to remove the doubts and mUginogs of the people of 
this ccruntry as regards the genuineness of the intentions of His Ma- 
jesty s GoYanmctU by making a dedaration sumillaDfously with the 
reconstruction of the Central Gover n m en t that within a specified omc 
limit, after the conclusion of the war India will enpy the same measure 
of freedom as will be enjoyed by Bntain and the Dominions 

TTic Conference authorizes its prtsidenl the Ei. Hon. Sir Te) 
Bahadur Sapru to cocnmumcale the terms of the resoJuiioft to H. E. 
the Viceroy and the Secretary of State for India and to uke such other 
“ steps as may be necessary to achieve lU objects. 
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Truculent Mr ^ Jxnxrah 


F ROM Ntndi HiUi oa May 5 folltnym^ itatcroent tvth umcd 
by Air M A. /miuh. 

Aj regardj the perjorul rtatcmcot of Sir Tc) Bahadur Sapru first let 
me deal with the gcoesu of the Confcrcnct. I ha>T ample information 
to rqjcat that it was engineered by the agenti of the CongrcM and the 
Hindu Mahaaabha leaden although weH-Vnov.'n and prominent Com 
grc» leaden remained m the background and that Sir Tq Bahadur 
Sapm conjoomly or unconsaomly has afloutd his rumc to be asso- 
oated v,ath this move- It was on obvious manoeuvre and cnrinTaoce 
designed by a small cotenc of men who s>.“cfc anxious to stage it c* 
prcsily before the India debate which was announced to take place in 
Parhament after the Easier recess. 

On Sir Tq Bahadur Sapru s own showing the leaden of the 1 Imdu 
Mahasabha were behind it but immediately after the Conference was 
over It was authoritatively staled at the meeting of the Working Com 
rmttce of the Hindu Mahasabha that the Hindu Mahaiabha was coe, 
officially connected with the Bombay Conference and that the Hindu 
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Mahasabha was free to take its oWn decision 'on any settlement 'that 
may arise" out of these negotiations Thewery nature 'and character of 
the proposals put forward hy this Conference clearly mdicate that they 
were designed to meet the demands of Gandhiji, Congress and th'e 
Hindu Mahasabha, in total disregard pf the position of the Muslim 
I^gue " ' 

t t It ' ' < ' ■ j 

In fact It met the Congress Poona demand for ‘National Govern- 
ment’ in effect at the centre and its acceptance by the Bntish Govern- 
ment would have autotnatically torpedoed the Muslim League demand 
of Pakistan* ’ Therefore the objective of this Conference was and its 
resolutions were intended to make the way smooth for the Congress 
and to enable Gandhiji to give up Satyagraha and return to normal 
politics with credit, substantial gam and victory over all otliers 

^ f t 

Further the meeting of the Conference and its resolutions and Jts 
proposals synchronised vi^ith a bold lead given by the Hindu of Mad- 
ras — an out and out Congress paper — urging upon Gandhiji to give up 
Satyagraha The Conference and its resolutions were received with the 
deepest sympathies by the' tongress Press generally ' 

Ordinarily such a conference of self-appointed delegates would 
have been at once dubbed as nonentities and men who represented 
nobody ' 

Afer the resolution ^ w^ passed the Hindu gave the best certificate 
to Sir Tej Bahadur m the followmg lerms* 

* ‘These proposals not only constiJnted a considerable approximation 
to the Congress demand, but they represent a very substantial agree- 
ment amongst all tije progressive elements of the country’ 

Of coiirse 'Muslim India of loo millions, the Scheduled Castes of 
6o milhons and millions of non-Brahmins of Southern India do not 
count or matter ^d as 'tegards the Indian States they do not even 
exist All^that vi^as aimed at \Vas how best tO satisfy Gandhiji and the 
Congress The ongin and the pateVmty of Sapru’s proposals can easily 
be traced to the author of the Delhi-cum-Poona Congress demand for 
‘National Government’,. Mr, Rajagopalachari who carried the day at 
the costjof Gandhiji being thrown overbold not, only i;eceived permis- 
sion and advice of Gandhiji that, the JP,oona resolution should be 
enforced, but cunously Gandhiji went further and actually recom- 
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A ‘liatwit -at Bity 

mbQded and adnsed the MuiCm League and cren the Pnnca to wcl- 
ccmc It and s n p p or t it wholeheartedly OoWvithrtandlng hu hnjdiat 
Aith ui ius creed of Tioa-Tiolencc bc^proccedcd to adri the Bntuh 
Government m the following termit^* i f * 

*I adnre ai a dmntcrcrted bat ftaanch friend that the Bntith Gov 
e mi n ent ahould not reject the hand of fncndifaip o ffered by the Coa- 
grci*. Ii this cxiofirtcnt With Ahimsa and truth? 

I ' ->i r 

j Recently at a public mcctiag at Tnchmopoly which as r ep orted 
in the Prtai was held on April 19 the leader of noo-Brahmins Justice 
Party Mr Ramatwami Naidccr stated that Sir Tq Bahadur Sapro 
bad no intention of crer convemog the Conference to end the dead* 
lock but that it was at the mstance of Mr K. Snnrvasan, hfanaguig £di> 
tof of the Hindu who in turn was pressed by Mr Kajagopalachan to 
prevail on Su Tq to convene a mccang and pass a resolution which 
was to all intents and purposes drafted by Mr RajAgopalacharu 

I wish Sir Tq Bahadur Sapru had foUorved tbe sound odvice of 
Sir Cbimanlal Setalvtd and not allowed bis name and rtpotaboo to 
be expiated by those who were behind the move. 

Evidently Str Tq Eahadar is stHl bving in the atreosphere of the 
Round Table ConfwtKe- He docs not realise that since then mocb 
water has run down the Jumna and when be appeals to the Bnlisb 
Government to take the mmativc and impose a constUQUon upon 
India he IS at least a decade behind. 

On the other hand he himself says donng tbe Round Table Coo- 
fertnet disomions, when Mr Ramsay Macdonald comulied me about 
the cwnmunat award, I told him pant blank that if f were the Crf 
tish Prune Mimstcr I should not undertake the responsibdity and ytt 
nccwnhstandlng the fact that there was no a gr eement between tbe 
Hindus and the Muibms Mr Ramsay Macdonald’s Coremment wbub 
consisted also of Conserrativcs went on with thcir scheme, gave fint the 
Communal Award and then introduced the India Bill 

\Vhai has happened to Sir Tq Bahadur to debate from the 
wise and statcsmanbkc advice which he gave to Mr Ramsay hfac 
donald the then Prime Mimsicr? He now desires that the British 
Government should force or unpose a coniutution mienm or final 
aUough there may be no agreement between the ICndui and Mm- 
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lims ? In fact Sir Tcj Bahadur should be the first to appreciate that 
the Muslim League has succeeded in persuading the British Govern- 
ment by means of their representations and correspondence that the 
whole constitutional field should be re-exammed and that no change 
in the adoption of any final constitutional scheme should be decided 
upon by the British Go\crnmcnt without the approval and consent 
of Muslim India That was precisely the statesmanlike advice which 
Sir Tej Bahadur tendered to the then British Prime Minister when 
be unfortunately failed. What is die use of Sir Tej Bahadur asking 
the British Government to go back upon their solemn pledge given 
by their declaration of policy dated August 8 which would be con- 
sidered by Muslim India as a gross breach of faith with them ? 

What IS the use of appealing to the British Government to 
ipipose any interim or final constitution contrary not only to the 
washes of Muslim India and other powerful minorities and the 
Indian States but in the teeth of their opposition? 

To say that the Indian problem as it exists today will defy 
any solution if solution depends on Indian efforts is to argue our- 
selves out of court with our claim for freedom and independence If 
we cannot agree upon a scheme of constitution how on earth are 
we going to manage .together or run any 'kind of sovereign or 
Independent Government? 

Mr Amery has made it quite clear by his speech of April 22, 
as to what was the essence of the August declaration of His Majesty’s 
Govertunent To put it in his own words ‘It, was that the frame- 
work of India’s future constitution should be devised by Indians 
themselves and not by this House That was a far-reaching and 
indeed} revolutionary announcement, the full importance of which 
has not I think even yet been fully appreciated either in this country 
.or in India ’ 

Then he says further, ‘even more important in this connection 
)is the stipulation that the constitution itself, and also the body which 
IS to frame it must be the outcome of an agreement between the 
principal elements in India’s national life That is an essential pre- 
requisite to the success of the future constitution For if Indians 
onnot agree upon thc' kmd of constitution they are prepared to 
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work, how fi^ they Hkciy to agree upon the actual working of it? 
He a4dj ilatcr^ I hayc^ dwelt dolibtratcly upon TodUn Tespoosibility' 
m the matter’ ior'unlctj! Indiaiu are prepared to face that r etp ^tfw j 
bility now they will £*Q to face it hertafttfi Any agreement imposed 
by 'lu from without cannot aurvivt the withdrawal of our power to 
enforce it. Only a real agre em ent fredyi reached can itand that tett. 

Hoooorahle Member Mr Godfrey Nicholson m the course of 
the d eb a t e said, The vcime has left Westminster and u now in 
India. Iha was the advice of Sir Tej Bahadur tendaed to the 
Bntuh Government ten years ago. Only be • 

1 . 

But now thu It described repeatedly naN/eam that it gives 
a veto to Mr Jlnnah and the Muslims and u is said that practically 
the pr esen t posmoo of the S ecr e ta ry of State for Indu is that until 
It ydcascs Mr Jinnah His Majesty s Government can do nothing to 
give cSect to their own intentions. 

Surely this was fully expUlned by Mr Amery as far" back as the 
r 4 th of August when be amphhed the declaradoc of August 8. He 
said Agreemenc, consent u indeed the foundadoo of all free Gov 
emment, of oil true Democracy Dcosloo by majority is not so 
mu^ of the essence of democracy as a practical cnnvemence which 
presupposes for its proper working an antecedent general cocient to 
the constitution itself 

It has indeed in most Federal Coostitudons been limited m 
vanoui Tvayv m order to safeguard the separate interests of the 
tederaung ekmcnti. 

To describe the need for soA agreanent as a veto on cotuntu- 
tional progrc M is, I think, to do an Injustice to the patnouim and 
sense of ics p o m ibilicy of those conctmetL Agreement means not veto 
by any element but compromise and wilhogocss ro compromise In 
India as elsewhere is an essential test of the sense of respomibility 
on which fret Government roust be based. 

Further it u rccogmied that Muslim India are a separate coos' 
omcnt factor m toy fmuic Indan policy emWed to bo tmlcd « 
.uch in ony dacumon for the ahapinj of Indai fintiro comtirodoo 
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and they as other elernents ar^not to be regarded as mere numencal 
minorities ^ _ 

• 

' Lee me here quote the; words oL:a-' well-known’-'Bntish itriter 
Patrick Lacy ‘If they say' we 'Cimnot agree ourklves ' qn terms for 
our advance^ hand rm.‘ hand rto ) freedom i under a single responsible 
Governmentj let the Hindu ination and ' the Muihm natioh go ahead 
as wellas'the^ can separately/ , . , ^ i <> 

X)on’t hold us hack, together just because we quarrel “Let us 
say we will rather have two free Indian Domimons each as nearly 
homogeneous) ak It can be than one more enormohs cotkpit of feuds under 
the Ignominy of alien rule. ^ ’ ■ ' ' . 

I < -1 

, I woiJd'hke Mr ,Amery also to ponder over this and not talk 
so much, of, the) immense difficulties No constitutional scheme jEoij 
India will be free from difficulties The question is which scheme 
is fraught with the' least amount of difficulties I am afraid his 
reference" 'Vo" the 'Balkan States and his reference to Indian History 
in the i8th century is totally irrevelent He had better study the 
History of Ireland which is nearer at home ' ‘ 

< Now with regard to the statement issued by the so-called 
Standing Committee, composed of Mr Aney, Sardar Sant Smgh, 
Mr Shiva Rao who is supposed to be the Joint Secretary and last but 
not the least Sir Jagdish Prasad, the Secretary, > it is a > crooked and 
tortuous statement and in certam parts perversion of truth It m- 
dulges in attacks abound mamly on the Muslim League and myself. 
- The whole burden of the song in the statement is directed agamst 
me as Charles’s head. 

' ' f 

They complain that the British Government have gone back on 
their declared pohey without having understood the declaration of 
the 8th of August anil they have indulged m complete misrepresen- 
tation of the Muslim League and say that it does not represent Mus- 
lim India, which is untrue to^ their knowledge 

It is a worthless document intended purely for the purpose of 
propaganda to mislead the ignorant and credulous ’ people of India 
and abroad I would not have taken notice of it if the name of Sb 
Tc) BahadUr Sapru' were not associated with it ^ 
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From AlUhabid on Miy 6 Sir Tq Bahadur Stpm mucd the 
following reply to the natcjDent o{ Mr fuimh 

I hate read Mr Jamah* etaument m this mormogi papers 
which he has issued frocn Bangalore. It b dear be u angry and 
womed. He la angry becaioc some people hare crossed hii path and 
challenged ha supremacy He u womed became the Bombay Reso- 
lution has attracted so much notice m the House of Commoos. 


Even though Mr Amery has not at present agreed to accept the 
suggestions of the Bombay Conference the fear amnot apparently be 
excluded from Mr Jmoahs mmd that something may yet be done on 
its lines because Sa George Schusteda bter speech shows that the 
change m the feehng of the English people cowards India has not 
been put across. 

Mr Jlnnah finds himsdf at hay and that must account for d>e 
tntomperace and at plaoes vitnohc language which he has used in de* 
nounong the Bombay Cooference.. 

I hart nothing to do with his quarrels with the Congress or the 
Hindu Mahaaabha They have been deahng with him so far and 
will probably know how to deal with him if they should consider it 
rtcccssary Meanwhile I can only answer for myself in relation to 
the Bombay Conference. 

He luspccts a conspiracy ond has thought fit to take 

sKcitcr behind a gcnilanan of htadras whose speech he refers to. 
In the course of that speech the Madras gcnllcmatt is re 
potted to have said that the Bombay Rcsdotioa was to 
all intents and purposes drafted by Mr Rajapopalachan 
and Mr Jlnnah found hu charge on that speech. It b no* parti 
cularly brare to make a statement againsi a person who a In JaU 
and who cannot reply to you, 

Mr K- Snnltasin Mr B. Shiva Rao »nd Sir Jagdlsh Praud 
against whom iosmuations are mai^ may possililr aniwer than. 
Meanwhile I can say that the resolution at Uid before the Confer 
ence, was drafted by Sir Jagduh Prasad rented by a Committee ap- 
pointed by the Conference and finally approved by me What other 
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information is available to Mr Jmnah on which his suspicions are 
founded I do not know but it is a most unbecoming^ conduct 
^n the part of a public' man — ^more so' m the case of the leader of 
^n organization — to rely upon rumours and on the basis of those 
^rumours to characterise the ' statement of the Standmg Committee as 
‘crooked and tortuous 'and m certain parts perversion of truth ’ 

He has tried to cover up the weakness of his position by the 
libitterness \of his phraseology but it is not difficult to see that his 
imind IS excited, ihis pride is wounded and he is suffering from a dearth 
of rational arguments He says that on my own showmg the leaders 
^of the Hindu Mahasabha were behmd the Conference though he has 
.actually laid more emphasis on the part which the Congress is supposed 
to have played in this alleged conspiracy 

When and where have I have shown that the Hindu Mahasabha 
was behind it? Mr Savarkar was there and I think the very first 
ithmg he said was that he was there m his 'individual capacity In- 
deed all the members were there in then individual capacities They 
.sailed under no false colours, but arc mdividuals meeting on a non- 
party platform to be prevented from expressing their mdividual opi- 
nions ? 

We trusted and still trust that Mr Savarkar who is probably 
.more influential than the gentleman connected with the Hindu 
.Sabha whom Mr Amery has quoted, will use his influence with the 
Hindu Sabha in accepting the -'spirit of the Resolution which dealt 
with only an mterim 'arrangement m a non-communal spirit and not 
with a permanent constitution To say that on my own showing the 
leaders of the ’ Hmdu Mahasabha vt^ere behind the Conference is to 

use Mr Jmnah’s own language, ‘a perversion of truth ’ 

0 

’ Similarly Ivlr Jmnah asks me as to what has happened to me 
-if I am now deviatmg from the ‘wise and statesmanlike advice’ which 
I gave to Mr Ramsay MacDonald over the question of the Commuw 
nal Award It is strange that an acute mind hke Mr Jinnah’s did 
not see the point of my reference to this incident The point was 
that the British Government did not at the time of the Round Table 
'Conference make the settlement between the Hindus and the Mushms- 
-an absolute pre-requisite for the introduction of changes in the Cons- 
ititution 
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Why ihould Mr Amery make it now? Is there at present any 
reasonable chance of any ^dvicc bong lirtcned to by Mr Jinnah and 
those who think wjth him when he holds that nether an intcrm nor 
a permanent comtjtuOon should be amved at unkss oil othen tubs- 
cribe to hu new fangkd theory of two nations m Jndia and what sccroa 
to him to be Its logical corollary the Pakistan 

Mr Jlntiah must be hard put to it i£ he can quote no better an* 
thonty than Mr Patrik Lacey whom he describes^ as ‘a v.Tll-knowD 
Bnirth wntcr probably for the consitanpoon of the ignorant many but 
who was on the sta£ of an Aoglo 4 ndian new sp a p er until a few years 
ago and not particularly known for the breadth of his ticws. 

Now as to the genesis of the idea of a Nancnal Government at the 
Centre which the Bombay RcsolihioQ embodies I shall give a few 
dates — 

(i) In May 1940 i^e, just a year ago I wrote a long article In the 
Sraierman un which I advocaced the idea of a NaocmaJ Go^■emroeor 
and asked for a mcaaconum of petty 3caknmo and dinenBocu during 
the wv This was warmly endorsed by the Staujm^ 1 was at that 
tune in Kashmir and I was not m tooch with any Ccogrestman or any 
Hindu Sabha man there. 

(а) The Congreu met at Delhi and passed its resolution on July 

7 

(3) TTie Poona Resolutioa was adopted on July 28, 1940, and it 
was supposed to demand — I ha>'c always mamtoined that it was va 
guc on this point — a National Goremment responsible to the Legis- 
lature c\-cn dunng the penod of the war a >‘iew which 1 have never 
accepted. 

(4) Mahatma Gandhi unfolded his plan of campaign on October 
15» 1940 

(5) The first a« of Satyagarha took place on October 17 194CV 
and 1 have publicly criticised it. 

(б) On December 15 1540, I usued a statement m which I de 
finitely said that all the Ministers of the citended or rccoottruetcd 
Counrils should be resp on sible to the Crown during the war and oo< 
to the Lcgislamrc. 
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(7) In the issue of the Twentieth Century of January 1941, I 
again repeated this dermnd for the National Go\ eminent at the Cen- 
tre owing responsibility to the Crown and ha\ing»pow'cr to deal W'lth 
Finance and Defence. That the Congress also demanded during 
the war a National Go\crnment responsible to the Legislature, and 
I demanded a National Go\crnmcni at this time responsible to the 
Crown, may suggest to Mr. Jinn.ih’s mind a common paternity of 
the idea, but what docs Mr Jinn.ah want during the W’ar ? A Na- 
tional Go\crnmcn‘t or a Go\crnmcnt in which he and his party should 
ha\c the preponderant share ^ If the latter, it is clear that he has 
failed to conMnee those in authority with whom he was negotiating 
and, therefore, thinks nothing should be done w’hich docs not fit m 
with his scheme of right or w’rong or with his plans 

(8) So f.ar as my suggestion of responsibility to the Crown is 
concerned, it was scscrel) crticiscd by the Congress Press, but Mr. 
Jinnah sa}s that “the Conference and its Resolution w'crc received 
with deepest sjmpathics by the Congress Press generally” and parti- 
cularly mentions the Hindu in this connection, which he describes as 
“an out and out Congress Paper.” 

The Hindu may have sympathies with some aspects of the Con- 
gress policy, but I ha\c never looked upon it as an “out and out Con- 
gress paper” 

If Mr Jinnah had extended the scope of his information, fie 
would have found that some leading Congress papers in Calcutta were 
not only critical but hostile to the Bombay Resolution, and one at 
Lucknow which is looked upon as the offiaal organ of the Congress 
in these Provinces, seems to have joined hands with Mr Jinnah, not 
only in opposing the Resolution itself but in denouncing me and my 
colleagues of the Bombay Conference in language scarcely less vehe- 
ment than that employed by Mr Jinnah 

It is mie ,that some other Congress papers at Delhi, Bombay and 
elsewhere more or less supported the Bombay Resolution This does 
not look like conspiracy between the Bombay Conference and Con- 
gress generally or “some well-known and prominent Congress leaders 
who remamed in the background ” 

Ivfr Jinnah’s regret that this Conference of ‘self-appomted. 
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Mdegates ww not *t once dubbed ts a conference of nnn cntGCs and 
men wlio represented nobody He is quite wdeome to insmuate that 
a conference consisting of men like Sir N N Sircar Sir Jagadish Pra 
sad, the Maharaja of Bordvran Mr Savarkar Dr Moonjc, Dr Shya- 
ma Proiad Mukcrji and others was a conference of non-entmes. 

Again, Mr Jmnahi chronology is rvTong and the inference which 
he draws from it u equally wrong He says that the Bombay Con- 
ference and Its resolntHjn synchronised with the bold lead given by 
the Hindu of Madras urgiog upon Mahatma Gandhi to give np Sa 
tyagraha. 

The Conference, be it noted, met at Bombay on March 13 and 14 
and It was not untH a month later ue. untB April 15 that the Hindu 
wrote an article m >vhKh it advised the Mahatma to call oS Satyagraha 
and to mobtlue the energies of the Congress for possible practical 
purposes 

If these dates are borne in mind, it is difBcolt to see that the 
Bombay C onf e r e n ce tynchfonised with the bold lead gi\en by the 
Hindu A iinular article appeared a few days later in the Tmts of 
Indis Mahatma Gandhi issued a statement on April at refusing to 
withdraw Satyagraha. All this does not look like conspiracy Hovr 
soever much I may regret that ^lahatma Gandhi did not withdraw 
the Satyagraha movement, I cannot see how an inferenc e can be 
tlravm from these faa that there was any conspiracy afoot- 

Mr Jlnnahi cocnplaiot ts that if the British Government had oc 
edited the Bombay Rcstdution for National Gorermnent at the Centre 
It would automatKally have torpedoed the Muslim League demand of 
Pakistan - 1 thought the discussion of the Pakistan had been postponed 
professedly till after the war and the mtenm arTangcmcnt at the Cen 
tre would no more have preremed the Congress or any other party 
from rauing any other demand, but Mr Jinnah v.tU not be content 
until every other party surrenders to ha demand now and at this 
momcEL 

Am I to understand that if the condmon precedent of Mr Jin 
^mhs demanding agreement to Pakistan u not fulfilled by others 
at ihu stage, then he will not mind how long the prewnt deadlock 
continue* and what happens to the whole of the country? 
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Ivir Jinnah has, therefore, issued a warning and an assurance to 
Air Amery — a warning against the danger of his having any truck 
with men whom he does not approve o^ and who are 
not prepared to be dictated to by him — an assurance 
that Mr Amery need not be anxious about the Indian 
situation because he has the solid support of Mr Jinnah and the 
Muslim League' Apaparendy his statement is intended to reinforce 
Mr Amery It incidentally also betrays a consciousness of weakness 
in his position 

Lasdy, Mr Jinnah says the Resolution is “ a worthless document 
intended purely for purposes of propaganda to mislead the ignorant 
and credulous people of India ” I know and I regret that in this 
country ‘ignorant and credulous people’ have been very much exploit- 
ed by certain parties, but if the resolution was so worthless, why is 
Mr Jinnah wasting so much of his time and mine over it? He says 
he would not take notice of it if my name had not been associated 
with It Am I to take it as a tribute to myself or as an implied msult 
to those of my distinguished countrymen who had assembled at 
Bombay? 

Surely, this is not the spirit in which public controversies should 
be carried on This is the spirit of an agry man who has too long 
played the part of a dictator, but who realises that the challenge to his 
authority is daily gro\ving and the chances of his favourite theories 
and scheme being accepted by others mcluding the British are being 
imperilled every day ' 

• ♦ , * 
Standing Committee's Reply 

, - 1 1 

1 HE followmg is the statement issued from Allahabad on May 8, 
1941, on behalf of the Standing Committee of the Bombay Conference 
in reply Mr Mr "Jmnah’s statement. 

Mr Jmnah’s latest statement shows him in any angry mood but 
IS not without Its compensations In his rage he has unwittingly given 
away his whole case At the Muslim League meetmg m Madras Ivlr 
Jinnah adopted the orthodox Delhi view towards the Bombay Confe- 
rence and compared it to Dutch Army All generals and no soldiers. 
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He had even the ludaaty to ay that the Hindu Mahaabha had re 
pudiatcd It although he mutt have kxiown that Dr ShyarruTProad 
Mukcrji Acting President of the Mahaabha was a member of the 
Standing Committee. Hu attitude came very handy to Mr Ameiy 
who laid that he was not sure who the acutal suppor ter s of the Bom 

Reso ution were. 

The Conference had only churned that it represented that Urge 
body of Indians who was behind the war effort large landowners 
like the Maharaja of Parakhcmcdi duUnguisbcd businosmen like 
Sir Ardeshir Dalah Sir Purshottamdas Thakordasy Mr ChunUal B 
Mehta^ leaden of parties hkc Mr Sa\’arkar President of the Hindu 
Mahasabha, Mr Ancy leader of the Congress Nationalist Party hlr 
Chandavarkar President of the Libera! Federatjon, prominent mem- 
bers of the Indian Chrtjtian community like Kun+m Sir Maharaj 
Singh, and of the Sikh community like Sir Jogendra Singh, Sardar 
Sant Singh and Sardar Balwant Siogh, besides a number of other pro- 
ounent men. It did not claim that it rtprtsenied the Congress, the 
Hindu Sabha or any other pohtkal parry 

Now Mr Jinnah, forgett i ng what be had said at Madras, asserts 
that the Conference had not only the support of the Hindu Maha- 
saHu but also of the Congress 

If that u so and as he dare not deny that it has the support of 
the Indian Chnstiani and the Sikhs, then the bottom is knocked out 
of his former allegation that the Cooferesict propo sa ls had no general 
support in the country The objecuon that the recooslnicled Centre 
would be in per p etual conflict with Jcgulature also falls to the 
ground. 

Mr Jinnah says that if the proposals of the Bombay Conference 
were accepted every one else wfl! conic m except the Muslim League. 
Mr Jinnah cannot ha\-c tc both ways. Either the proposals have very 
Urge support in the country or they have not. ^^T^cn Mr Jinnah 
T^Vrs Km next statement he roust make a final choice suitable to the 
occasion. 

Mr Jinnah has now come out in hii true coloun No scheme 
of Government will samfy him even for the period of war unless it 
u In furtherance of the disruption of India And yet Mr Amery 
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asks the President of the Confefence Sir Tcj Bahadur Sapru, to address 
ins proposals not to the British Parliament but to Mr Jinnah 

America fought a civil war to maintain its unity The Indians 
anust accept the principles of ^Balkamsing’’ theit country befote they 
^an even be allowed to approach the Secretary of State for India with 
proposals for wleldmg or even sharing power with Indians at the 
Centre for the more vigirous prosecution of the war The Committee 
would ask all nght minded men to consider whether in view of Mr. 
Jinnah’s latest pronouncement ahy negotiation with h>m is possible 
(except on the basiS of destroymg the unity of the country 

Will Mr Jinnah explain a little more direcdy how the Con- 
ference proposals are hkely to injure the Muslims ? Is Mr Jinnah 
•opposed in "his heart of hearts to the appointment of an Indian as 
Defence member ? If he is, he should so say publicly Does he think 
that the demand for the appointment of an Indian as Fmance Mem- 
iier IS unreasonable ? Is he in favour of an' Executive Council com- 
posed of English civil servants and non-official Indians during the 
period of war ? Then why does he hesitate to make known his 
, views ? What is it exactly that he wants ? What reconstruction 
of the Central Government will satisfy him ? Why does he like 
Mr Amery content himself merely with a negative attitude ? 

Ajid when he says that the Conference proposals are meant to 
torpedo the Muslim League’s demand for Pakistan, are the Comrmttee 
to interpret this political announcement as follows The suspension of 
the constitution in seven provinces, in six of which the Hindus are - 
in a majority, has deprived them of the pohtical power and influence 
If by intransigience and threats the stalemate is prolonged till the 
tend of the war, the chances of the Hindus ever regammg poitical 
power will be very greatly reduced 

Meanwhile efforts should continue to form Anglo-Muslun alliance 
■under the emotional stress of the war and every endeavour should be 
mide to divide the Hindus further by Mr Jinnah speakmg as the 
champion of the' Scheduled Castes, of the Justice Party or of any 
other party that may be willing to come under Mr Jmnah’s wing 
By this process of pohtical arithmetic Mr Jiilnah will not only re- 
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pfoCDt hundred nulbon Mtuluxu but nxty nullioas o£ Scheduled 
c&stcs and tnillKinj of non-Brahmins of Southern India m fact the 
mapnty of the mhabitanu of Hindostan. 

i 

Contranwuc, should the Centiml Government be so reconstructed 
as to letsen the feeling of frustration among large sections of the 
Indian people and should Muslims and non MosUms begin to trort 
together to save their country from grave and impending dangers^ 
from the cast and west, then the process of t (jimiAon endeavour may 
make people forget the poisonous doctrine that Hindus and Muslims, 
can never umte. What wiU then happen to the cry of Pakistan and 
Mr Jinnahi leadership? 

'Hicrefore, it is political prudence to lay emphasis on things that 
divide, to ignore those that unite, so that there may be no political 
settlement m the country and Mr fumah may continue to be the over 
lord of India. 

The Committee are more coovmctd than ever that the political 
future of India should noc be allowed to be dependent on Mr JiQ- 
pah 5 dictate. 

At the Bombay Conference the question of Pakistan was not 
discussed but it would now be a dereliction of duty to the country 
if when the next Conf eren ce meets early m July the imperative need 
of pre$er\mg the unity of India is not prominently brought before 
the Indian people. 

The Committee have left to the last a categorical reply to Mr 
Jmnahs alkgatioos as to the onpn and objects of the Conference. 

No Congressman was consulted as to the need for a Conference 
or as to Its obje-ts. The proposal to hold a conference was mooted 
at Calcutta in November 1939 when Kunwar Sir Jagadish Prasad dis- 
cussed the matter with Sir N N Sarkar and one or two c^hers- 
Su Jagadish Prasad then saw Sir TeJ Bahadur Sapru at AtlahabaJ 
early m December and discussed the proposal wth him. He saw a 
s-cry dntmgurthcd member of the Liberal Party and a few oibcrv- 
Libctals and non Liberals— m Bombay in January They *11 agreed 
to the bolding of the Conference. 
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A circulnr Icacr uns js^uccl early in Feb'-mry o\cr Sir Jagadish 
Prasad’s signature to a number of prominent men outside the Con 
:;rcss and the Mvi-^bm League and a*; soon as stfiTicicnt number of 
acceptances bad been received, it was decided to hold the Conference 
m Hombiv during the Hob Hoida}S to suit the conctnicncc of btr 
Tej Bahadur Sapru 

Tlic organisc's of the Conference had no idea at the time as to 
when the tlcbatc ‘.n Parliament wood take place. Tlic dates were 
fixed without an\ reference to it whatever. 

Afr. Sriniv.asan, the editor of the Hindu, had absolutely no hand 
cither in originating the Conference, in defining its scope or in drafting 
the resolution which was passed 

The allegations that Mr Srinivasan prevailed on Sir Tej Bahadur 
Sapru to convene the Conference at the instance of Mr. K.aj.agopala- 
chari IS pure fiction. 

Mr Jinnah asserts that he h.as ample information on which to 
base his allegations Let him publish it so that the public may 
judge for Itself of Us value The free use of vituperative adjectives 
may be useful in arguing a weak case in a court of law but is wholly 
inappropriate in dealing with grc.at public issues But the people are 
bv' now fully aware of Mr Jinnah's controversial technique, and insolent 
threats hurled wnth the pose and in the manner of a dictator 

Is he sure that circumstances and exigencies of the international 
situation which have artificially inflated his stock will always remain 
to his advantage? Politicians like others have their vicissitudes No 
one should know this better than Mr Jinnah 
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APPENDIX VII 

THROUGH THE NATION'S SPECTROSCOPE 


In the folloivmg pages are . reproduced articles that 
mirror the genuine national perspective and reflect general 
political opinion prevailing throughout the country. 

Pandit JawaharlaVs article needs no comment. Sparks 
from Haiijan are Gandhijis views. The most moderate of 
moderates, the Rt. Hon. V. S. Shrinivasa Shastri speaks in 
the clearest language fully supporting the stand taken by the 
Congress and justifying GandhijTs attitude. 

Three editorials each, from the Hindu, Madras, and 
the Bombay Sentinel respectively are reproduced and they 
speak for themselves The former by no means an ‘out and 
out pro-Congress’ organ and the latter which may be called 
an extremist nationalist organ edited by a great Indian who 
IS Un Englishman. 



Parting of Ways 

Pandit Jatoaharlal Nehru ivrote the following as an 
epilogue to the Amencon edition of his autobiography This 
appeared m The Nation dated Feb 1, 1941 

Five and a half yean ago, ntting in my pnioo barrack in ihc Al- 
mora District Jail, I t\Totc the last line of my auiobiography Eight 
months bter I added a port-«cnpt from BadensveHer in Gcrrmny TTut 
autobiography published in England had a kindly reception from aQ 
manner of people in various countnet and I was glad that what I had 
w'ntten had brought India nearer to many fnends abroad and had 
made them apprcaale, to some extent, the inner sigruficancc of our 
struggle for freedom Unfortunately this book did not reach the 
American public and >‘anous happenings conspired to delay an Amc 
ncan edition I am happy (hat at last it is going to appear m a new 
garb in Amcnca- 

My publnhcT asked me to add to « in order to bring it up (o 
date. Hrt demand was reasonable and I could not deny it. AeJ 
yet I find it r>o easy matter to comply with It Wc h\c m strange 
times, when lifci nonnal course has been completely upset and it »' 
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difficult for me even to communicate with my publisher Amenca 
5eemS to he very far away from India now, and sometimes it takes 
many months for letters to cross the oceans * ' ' 

I was affected more than others by the development of events in 
Europe and the Far East Mumch was a shock, hard to bear, and the 
tragedy of Spam became a personal sorrow to me As these years of 
horror succeeded one another, the sense of impending catastrophe 
overwhelmed me, ahd njy faith in a bright future for the world be- 
came dim. 

And now the catastrophe has come The volcanoes in Europe 
spit fire and destruction, and here in India, I sit on fhe edge of another 
volcano, not knowing when it may burst It is difficult to tear my- 
self away from the problem of the moment, to develop the mood of 
retrospection and survey these five years that have gone by, and write 
calmly about them I shall endeavour, therefore, as best I may, to 
refer briefly only to certam events and developments in which I have 
played a part or which have affected me 

'Again and again, during the past few years, I considered resign- 
ing from my position as head of the Congress Executive I found 
it difficult to work smoothly with my own colleagues, and it becarhe 
clear to me that they viewed my activities with apprehension It was 
not so much that they objected to any specific act, but they dffliked the 
general trend and direction They had justification for this, as my out- 
look was different I was completely loyal to Congress deasioris, but 
I emphasised other aspects I decided finally to resign and I informed 

i<Gandhi of my deasion 

1 

Soon afterward a far-away occurrence, unconnected with India, 
affected me greatly and made me change my decision This' was the 
news of General Franco’s revolt in Spam. I saw this rising, with its 
background of German and Italian assistance, developing into a Eu- 
ropean or even a world conflict India was bound to be drawn into 
this, and I could not afford to weaken our orgamsation and create 
■an internal crisis by resigning just when it was essential for us to 
pull together. I was not wholly wrong m my analysis of the situation, 
though I was premature and my mind rushed to conclusions which 
took some years to matenahse. 
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TTw reacnon of tiic Spanuh War on me mdxcatcj how, In toy 
mind, the problem of Zndi* wu tied np with other worfd profe hmy 
More and more I* came to think that these separate problems, politial 
or e con omic, m China, Abyifinm, Spain, Central Europe, Ixwfia, cf 
elsewhere, were f a cet s of one and the same world problcim There ^ 
could be DO final solution of any ooc 6f them till this basic problem 
was solved. And m all probability there would be upheaval and Ay 
aster before the final solution was reached. As peace was said to 6c 
mdmsiblc m the present-day world so also ^reerlocn was radimiWc, 
and the wwld could not contmuc for long part free, part unfrec. The 
c h a l le ng e of Faiiasm and Nazism was in csscpcg the challenge of 
Impe n ali tm . They were twm brothers, with this vanatmii, that Im- 
penaUsm functioned abroad in colonic and dcpendcnocs while Fasemn 
and Nazism functioned iq the same way m the home cxxintry also. 

If freedom was to be est^bhshed m the world, not only Fasosm and 
Nazism had to go, but Impenahim had to be complcttly liquidated. 

Thu reaction to foreign eventa was iwt confined to tot* 
ochcfi m Indu began, to some extent, to feel that Vay and esto the 
public was mterctted. Thu public intenat was kept up by ihoo* 
sands of meetinp and dcmotutraticBas that the Congrm organised *11 
over the country in sympathy with the people of Chiru AbysnJ'*^ 
Palestine and Spam. Some attempts were also made by us to send 
aid m the shape of medical supphes and food to China and Spain 
Thu wider interest In intcranational affai rs helped to raise our own 
national struggle to a higher level and to lessen somewhat the wtj 
rowoexs which u always a feature of nationalism 

Soon after my return from Europe at the end of 193S, two other 
activitiei claimed by attenuon. I presided over the Alllndu Sum 
Peoples Conference at Ludhiana and thus became cren more intimately 
connected with the progre ssi ve movemenu m the scml-fcudal lodiaa 
Slates. In large mimbcrs of these States there had been a growing 
ferment, occasionally leading to clashes between the peoples orja* 
imauom and the auihonucs, which were often helped by Briuih 
troops. It b difficult to write m resoaixicd language about those Sta- 
tes or about the port that the Dntiih Covemment have played m main- 
taining tbac rdics of the bfiddle Ages, A recent wtitcr has ngBlT 
called ibcsn Britain s Fifth Column In Imha, 
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In the summer of 19391 I paid a brief visit to Celyon, as friction 
had grown there between the Indian residents and the Government. 
I was happy to be back again in that beautiful Isapd, and my visit, I 
think, laid the foundations for closer rcations between India and 
Celyon I had the most cordial wceome from cver)’body, including 
the Cclyonesc members of the Go\crnmcnt I have no doubt that m 
any future order Celyon and India must hang together. My own 
picture of the future is a federation which includes China and India, 
Burma and Celyc/U, Afganistan, and possibly other countries If a 
world federation comes, that will be welcome. 

War and India What were we to do ? For years past we had 
thought about this and proclaimed our policy Yet in spite of all 
this, the British Government declared India to be a belligerent coun- 
try without any reference to our people, to the Central Assembly, or 
to the provincial governments That was a slight that was hard to 
take, for it signified that Imperialism functioned as before The Con- 
gress Working Committee issued a long statement in the middle of 
September, 1939, in which our past and present policy was defined and 
the British Government was invited to explain its war aims, more 
particularly m regard to British Imperialism. We had frequendy 
condemned Fascism and Nazism, but we were more intimately con- 
cerned with the Imperialism that dominated over us Was this Im- 
perialism to go ? Did they recognise the independence of India and 
her right to frame her own constitution through a Constitutent Asa 
sembly ^ What immediate steps would be taken 'to introduce popu- 
lar control of the Central Government ? Later, in order to meet 
every possible 'objection of any minority group, the idea behind the 
Constituent Assembly was forther amplified It was stated that mi- 
nority claims woud be settled m this Assembly with the consent of 
the minority concerned, and not by a majority vote If such agree- 
ment w^s not possible in regard to any issue, then this was to be re- 
ferred to an impartial tribunal for final decision This was an un- 
safe ' proposal from a democratic point of view, but the Congress was 
prepared to go alrhdst any length in order to allay the suspicions of 
minorities ' ' ^ 

The Bntish Government’s answer was clear It, left no doubt 
that they were not prepared to clarify their war aims or to hand over 
control lof^the government „to the peoples representatives. The old 
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order contmoed and was to conUnuc, ai>d Bnmh mtciesti m Indi* 
could not be left unprotected. The Congress MmistnCs m the pro. 
Vinces thereupon resigned, as they were not prepared to co-oper»tc on 
these terms in di. prosecutioa of the war The constitution was sus- 
pended,, and autocratic rule was re-established- The <Jd con 
itituOonal conflict of w es t ern countnei between an elected 
Parliament and the King a prcrt^tiTc, which had cost the 
heads of two Ungs m England and France:, tooL shape m India- But 
there was something much more than coT\ftituboaal aspecL TTte 
\olcano was not m action, but it was there and rumblings sv’cre heard- 

The impasse continued, and meanwhile, new laws and otthnances 
descended upon us by decree, and Congressmen and others u-ere ar 
rested m evergrowing number^ Resentment greiv and a demand arose 
for acDon on our side. But the course of the war and the peril of 
England hsclf made us hesiutc, for we could not wholly forget the old 
Lesson which Gandhijt had taught us, that our objective should net be 
to embarrass the opponent lo hia hour of need. 

As the war p r og t eased new problems arose, or the old problems 
took new shape, and the old ahgntnecis seemed to change, the old 
standards to fade away There were many shocks, and adjustment 
was difficulr the Russo-German Pact, the Smiets invasion of Fin* 
land, the friendly approach of Russia toward Japan, Were there any 
pnnaplci or any standards of cooducia m this world, or was it oU sheer 
oppoftumsm ? 

April came and the Norwegian debacle. May brought the honon 
of Holland and Belgium June the sudden collapse of France and Pans, 
that proud and fair aty nursery of freedocn, lay crushed and fallen- 
Not only mihiaiy defeat came to France, but what was InfiDiicly 
worse spiritual subousnon and degradauon. How did all tWi cotne 
about, 1 wondered, unless there was lomethuig rotten at the core ? 
Was it that England and France were the outstanding represcniatiTcs 
of an old order that must pass and therefore unable to hold out? 
^\as It that Impenalism though apparcnily giving them strength 
really weakened them in a struggle of this nature ? They could n« 
fight for freedom if they denied it themsdres and their impenalitra 
would turn to nnabaihcd Fasasm os k had done In France. The 
shadow of Neville Chamberlain and his old policy sim fell on England. 
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The Burma-China route was being closed in order to appease Japan. 
And here in India there was no hint of change, and our self-imposed 
a-estraint was understood to mean an incapacity to* do anything effcc- 
ttive The lack of any vision in the British Government amazed me, 
Its utter incapacity to read the signs of the times and adapt itself 
accordingly Was this some law of nature that in international hap- 
penings, as in other fields, cause must inexorably be followed by 
effect, that a system that had ceased to have any useful function 
•could not even defend* itself intelligently ? 

If the British Government were slow of understanding and could 
•not learn even from experience, what can one say about the Govern- 
ment of India ^ There is something comic and something tragic 
about the functiomng of this Government, for nothing seems to 
^hakc It out of its agelong complacency, neither logic nor reason, 
neither penl nor disaster Like Rip Van Winkle, it sleeps, even though 
nwake, on Simla hill 

The developments in the war situation posed new questions be- - 
fore the Congress Working Committee, Gandhiji wanted the Com- 
mittee to extend the principle of non-violence, to which we had ad- 
hered in our struggle for freedom, to the functioning of a free State. 

A free India must rely on this principle to guard itself against ex-, 
ternal ^iggression or internal disorder This question did not raise 
Itself for us at the time, but it occupied Gandhiji’s mind, and he felt 
that the time had come for a clear enunciation Every one of us was 
•convinced that we must adhere to our policy of non-violence, as we had 
^o far done in our own struggle The war in Europe had strengthened 
this convutction But to commit the future State was another and a 
more difficult matter, and it was not easy to see how anyone moving 
on the plane of pohtics could do it 

Gandhiji felt, and probably righdy, that he could not give up or 
tone down a message which he had for the world He must have 
freedom to give it as he liked and must not be kept back by poh- 
tical exigencies So, for the first time, he went one way and the 
Congress Working Committee another There was no break with 
him for the bond was too strong, and he will no doubt contmue to advise 
5n many ways and often to lead Yet it is perhaps true, that by his 
partial withdrawal a defimte period in the history of our national 

8 
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mov em ent hai come to an fend. In recent yean I have fotmd a cer 
tam hardncM oecpmg into him a IcMcnmg of the adaptability that he 
possetred. Yet the* old jpeU u ihcr^ the oid charm work*, and bis 
perwnahty tod greatnes* tower over others, \xx no one imagine that 
hts influence over India* miliioiis u any the kss. He has been the 
architect of India s destiny for twenty vears and more and bis weak, 
u not completed 

The Congrets, at the mstanc of Mr C. Raj_agopalachan made yet 
another offer to Bnlaio Mr Ra)agopalachan u said to bekmg to the- 
Right ID the Congress. His briUtant intellect, tclBess character and 
penetrating power* of analyiu have been a ircmcndou* asset to our 
cause. He was the Pnme f»fiiu«cr of Madras during the functioning 
of the Congress Government there. Eager to a^o^d conflict he put 
forward a proposal which was hesitatingly a cc e p ted by some of his 
colleagues. This proposal was the acknowledgement of Indus inde- 
pendence by Britain and the immcdutc formauon at the Centre ot a 
Provisional National Gm-cniment which would be responsible lo ihe 
preaetu Central Assembly If this were done, this Government would 
take charge of ckfence and thus help in the war*effort. 

This Congress proposal was eminoitly feasible and could be effee 
tvuted immediately without upsetting anything Tbe National Govern- 
ment was incviiably going to be a compoiiie affair with full rcpteienla- 
tion of minority groups. The proposal was definitely a moderate one.. 
From the point of view of defence and war effort, it u patent that any 
tcrtou* effort involves the confidence and ro-opcration of the people 
Only a nahonal government has the chance to get this. It U no* pos- 
nbtc through fmpcmlurn- 

But Impcnahsm think* otherwise and imapncs that « can conti 
nuc to function and to coerce people to do its wilL Even when dan 
gcr threatens, it u not p fcpa r cd to get this very substantial hdp if it 
involve* giving up political and economic cooirol over India It does 
not care even for the tr cmcn doui moral prestige which would come to 
it if 11 did the nght thing in India, and the rest of the Empire 

As 1 wntc this, the Viceroy has given m the British Government » 
reply It It in the old langsuge of Iitipcfulism, and the content h*s 
changed in no way The larklv of time run out h«c in India os b* 
Europe and the world 
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So iTiany of my colleagues have gone back to prison, and I envy 
them somewhat Perhaps it is easier to develop an o'^ganic sense of life 
in the solitude of confinement than in tins mad world of war and po- 
litics, of Fascism and Imperialism 

But sometimes there is an escape for a while at least from this 
world Last month I wont back to Kashmir after an absence of 
twenty-three years I was only there for twehc days, but these days 
were filled w'lth beauty, and I drank in the loveliness of that land of 
enchantment I wan3ercd about the valley and the mountain, and 
climbed a glacier, and felt that life was worthwhile 

* * « 

Sparks From ^'Harijan'' 

Chaos In Europe 

“I told His Excellency that my ow'n sympathies were with Eng- 
land and France -from the purely humanitarian standpoint I told 
him that I could not contemplate without being stirred to the very 
depth the detruction of London which had hitherto been regarded as 
impregnable And as I was picturing before him the Houses of Par- 
liament and the Westminster Abbey and their possible, destruction, I 
broke down I have become disconsolate In the secret of my heart 
I am in perpietual quarrel with God that He should allow such things 
to go on My non-violence seems almost impotent But the answer 
comes at the end of a daily quarrel that neither God nor non-violence 
IS impotent Impotence is in men I must try on without losing 
faith even though I may break in the attempt ” 

No Endorsement 

“However mcomplete or equivocal the declarations of the Allies 
are, the world has interpreted them to mean that they are fighting for 
saving democracy Herr Hitler is fighting for the extension of the 
German boundaries, although he was told that he should allow his 
claims to be submitted to an impartial tribunal for examination He 
contemptuously rejected the way of peace or persuasion and chose 
that of the sword Hence my sympathy for_ the cause of the Alhes. 
But my sympathy must not be interpreted to mean endorsement, in 
any shape or form, of the doctrine of the sword for the defence eveni 
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of proved right. Proved right »hoti!d be capable of being vincbcated 
by right mean* a> against the rude^ lc, ongumary means, Man may 
and should shed hli own blood for otabluhing what be cotuidcn to 
be his right He may not shed the blood of hu opponent who dis- 
putes his nght India as represented by the Congress has been 
fighting m order to prove her nght not by the swwd but by the 
Don-Yiolcnt method. And she has carved out for herself a unique 
place and prestige m the world although she is yet fitf — let us hope, 
not very far — from the independence of her dream Her novel me 
thod has evidently struck the imagination of the world. It has the 
nght to expect India to jday a decisive part m this war which no peo- 
ple of the world have wanted by insisting that the peace this time 
IS not to be a mockery designed to share among the vicioo the 
spoils of war and to humiliaic the vanquished. 

SrigUshinen 

“I am as deterramed a foe of the ctplottation of my coontry 
as any one can be. I am as impatient as the hottest Congressman 
for the complete deliTerance of the country from the foreign yoke. 
But I have no hate for a single Etigbshman and for that matter for 
anybody on earth. If I may rwt hdp the Allies I do not vnsh disaster 
to them. Though the Bntish Government have gncstnuly disap- 
pointed the Congress hope, my ht^ 1 do not seek any gam from 
thetr embarrassment. 

”My attempt and my prayer are and will be for on honourable 
pe a c e bawcen the bcUigcrcnt nations in ibc least possible time I 
had nursed the hope that there wvnild be an honourable peace and 
partnership b e tw een Dntain and Indu and that I might be able to 
play a humble part in fiixling a way out of the awful canuge that 
ts disgracing humanity and makmg We itself a burden. But Cod 
had willed it otherwise. 

, t Otober aS 1939 

Free Vote 

**1 fail to see why Dnuins wienUoo about InJu should be dc 
jjcndent upon Muslim Hindu or any other opimon. The only ojn 
Tuon that counts h India 1 opinion. Indus opinion «n only be as- 
certained by the free vote of her people. The only true and donocra 
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tic method is to ascertain their will through adult suffrage or any 
agreed equivalenL So 'far as the Congress is concerned, the people 
of Pnnces’ India should be represented precisely on the same footing 
as those of British India . The Mushms and other accepted > mmo- 
rities may be represented by separate electorate, if necessary, and in 
the exact proportion of their numbers They will determine what 
is required for their protection In all matters of common mterest 
a composite majo/ity' decision should prevail If a better way than 
a Constituent Assembfy can be found for knowing the will of the 
people, so far as I know, the Congress will accept it without hesita- 
tion Neither the size of the country, nor the ilhteracy of the masses 
should be a bar against adult suffrage The election campaign will 
Itself be sufficient education for the purpose of broadly knowing the 
popular wiH ” ' 

Reason and Faith 

“What you want is already at Britain’s disposal She draws 
men and money without let or hindrance Unless violence breaks 
out, she will continue to get these The Congress won’t tolerate vio- 
lence, let us assume Then Britain has nothing to fear from the 
Congress in the violent way And I hold that, considered from the 
non-violent standpomt, which, in my opmion, is the only point worth 
considering, it would be immoral for the Congress to give her moral 
support to Britain unless the latter’s moral position is made clear- 

“I do not lay down the law as you do about Nazism Germans 
are as much human beings as you ' and I are Nazism like other 
‘isms’ IS a toy of today It will share the -same fate as the other 
‘isms ’ 

“I fancy I see the distinction between you and me You, as a 
Westerner, cannot subordinate reason to faith I, as an Indian, can- 
not subordinate faith to reason even if I will You 'tempt the Lord - 
God with your reason, I won’t” 

December 23, 1939 

T ' 

Cultural Ruination , 

“Political subjection is patent, Cultural and spiritual conquest 
has at no time in India’s history been so complete as dunng the 
British rule It is none the less galling or degrading because there 
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has been a ^o^untafy surrender A victim • conquest u complete 
^vllcn he hugs the chains that bind him and begins to mutate the 
roaouen and customs of his captor Our household was turned up- 
side down when my fathfcr had to attend the Durbar during a Gover 
Dor I vmt. He never wore xtodungs or boots or what were then 
called “who'e boo His gcocral foot wear was soft leather slippers. 
If I u-as a painter I could paint my father s disgust and t ortu r e on 
his face as be was puttmg his legs into his iioHupgs and feet mlo 
tU-fitODg and uncomfortable boots. He had ttf do this! I happened 
to be in Calcutta when Lord Cunon was holding his levee. I was 
staying in the Indian Club The toilet of the Rajas and ?vtahara}as 
who were staying there was a study They looked like second etii 
dons of Thcir ordinary dress was simple dhoti with the 

inimitable Bengali tolds which only the Bengali wearers can produce 
and spotlessly white ^arta and a thin shawl carelessly but gracefully 
flung round the body But this was considered indecent dress for 
the levee of the CroNvn Reproentauve. nic big larmndan and the 
pnnees must appear properly bedecked and bejewdled. 

Is not this cu'tural and tpintual degradauon ?'' 

February 3 IJKO. 

Defenott 

“Reality demands that Indu should determine what she needs 
not Bniam. There could be no justice or Mrtue m Britain ytelding 
to successful rebellion Niolent or mm nioIcdU Will present proHoni 
be then deemed to be disK^v-cd ? It n necessary for Britain to be 
just to declare her detennination to rccognirc immediately the free 
dom of Inda m practice, and the constitution to be framed by the 
Coniutucnt Assembly or an eqm\-alcm as soon as practicable There 
1$ no analogy between the Domituoni and India. Here is • esse 
by Itself and has to be treated as such It should be dearly under 
stood that c\cT) proWem u of Bnuins tm*n making IVhat Ksi 
happened was no doubt a necessity of xmpcruliim. But if imperia 
lism dies, the probleim of Bntams making will be automatically tTis 
sdmL, Defence » the grcatysi of all ^Vhy did Bnum disarm 
mdia ? \\Tiy have even Indian scWien beenme hmjinaf in ibnr 
own bnd? Why did Bnum aeate Prmces and arm them mth 
unheard-of ivm-cn ? Surety for mating her foothold secure U’Jvs 
created the gipanti European micrcsts and whj ? SSbo errafrJ 
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minorities ? There is no majority sa\c the political majonty But 
these four were and still arc bulwarks of imperialism No jugglery 
of words tan hide this naked truth Britain’s irrtjral victory will be 
assured w'hen she decides by a mighty effort to abandon her im- 
•mo*^! hold on India; and then her other \ictory w-ill follow' as day 
follows night For. then, the conscience of the W'holc world will be 
•on her side No makeshift such as is now offered can stir India’s 
lieart or world conscience ” 

Status 

“The legal status of India, whether it is Dominion Status or 
something else, can only come after the w'ar It is not a question at 
present to decide whether India should be satisfied with Dominion 
Sta us for the time being The only question is What is the Bri- 
tish policy ? Docs Great Britain still hold the view that it is her 
sole right to determine the status of India or whether it is the sole 
right of India to make that determination ? If that question had not 
been raised, there w'ould ha\e been no discussion such as we arc 
facing today The quesnon hating been raised — and it was India’s 
right to raise it — I w'as bound to throw m my weight, such as it is, 
with the Congress Nevertheless I can still repeat the question I put 
to myself immediately after the first interview witli the Viceroy *Of 
what value is freedom to India if Britain and France fail?’ If these 
Powers fail, the history of Europe and the history of the world will 
be written in a manner no one can foresee Therefore, my question 
bas Its own independent value The relevant point, however, is that 
by doing justice to India Britain might ensure victory of the Allies 
because their cause will then be acclaimed as righteous by the en- 
lightened opinion of the world ” 

April 27, 1940 

Congress and War 

“I have declared already that I shall do nothing to embarrass 
‘Great Britain She will be embarrassed if there is anarchy m India. 
That the Congress, so long as it is under my discipline, will not sup- 
port 

“What the Congress cannot do is to lend its moral 
influence to Bntam Moral influence is never mechanically 
given It is for Britain to take it Perhaps British states- 
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men do not thinlc the Congress has any to lend, Pexhif*. 
they thinh that all they need u material aid m this wamng rvodtL 
If they do, they wiU not be far w r o ng Morality u contraband in« 
war I do not wish ill to Britain. I shall gneve if Bri- 

tain goes down. But the moral mBuence of the Coogreo cannot avail 
Bntain u d I cct she washes her hands clean of India. It works tmder 
Its own unalterable condiuon." 

htay 4, 1940^ 

HQad.7 To Wut 

“If the Bntiih Goremment will not iUo mota declare India as- 
a free country having the right to determine her own status and con- 
wtuaiion, 1 am of opinion that we should wau tiU the heat of the 
battle m the heart of the Allied eounmes subsides and the future 
is dearer than it u. We do not seek our independence out of Bri- 
tain s mm. That Is not the way of noo-violcncc. 

“But we shall have many opportunities of demoostritiDg our 
power if we really have it. We can make It felt at the ume of 
peace which murt come whicherer party wins." 

June X, 1540. 

Congreas Reabr&int 

“Col Amery has gncvously erred m undaraung the restraint 
that the Congress has ezerctsed m postponing avil disobedience in 
order not to embarrass the British Govcmrocni at a most cnucal pc 
nod in the history of the Dntiih. The restraint eapedi no apprecia- 
tion. It IS inherent in Sacyagraha. Therefore, it is a duty And 
the discharge of a duty carries no merit, even as payment of a debt 
docs not. Ncveribckss menuoo of the restraint becomes rclctant ir> 
trdcr to show that but for that restraint a conflagration may burst 
forth whose effect no one can foresee. 

“It u true that aiU duobedicnee remains in suipemicn alto be 
cause of the iniemal defects m the Congress organization But 1 
have said repeatedly that, if the Congress Is goaded to it the science 
of Saty agra Ka is not without a mode of appbcatioa in spile of the 
fnrernaJ weaknesses Therefore, ihc final ami dedding motisc for 
su pension is undoubtedly the desire not to embarrass the Brittsh 
C vemment at the present moment “ 


August 4 
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India and War 

I 

“It IS my firm conviction that British statesmen have failed to 
do the right thing when it was easy to do it If India is wholly m 
favour of participation in the war, they could have easily disregarded 
anv hostile propaganda But the determination to gag free expression 
of opinion, provided it was not m the least tainted with violence,, 
shatters Britain’s claim that- India’s participation is voluntary Had 
the Congress proposal been accepted, such aid as Britain would ha^e 
got from India, would have been an asset of inestimable value The 
non-violent party would have played an effective part for honourable 
peace when the proper time for it was in sight, as it must be some 
day ” 


October 6, 1940- 


* • « 

Congress Must Be Back 

Following IS the speech of the Rt Hon Shrmwasa Shas- 
tri delivered at a meeting held under the auspices of the Sa 
turday Club at the Ranade Hall in Madras on April 26, 1941, 

T 7 HE times are very very critical Not a moment is to be lost in 
finding out who are the most competent by spirit, by experience and 
by courage to help us Judging all things, it seems to me, I am not a 
Congressman — that outside Congress there is at present no body of peo- 
ple who have our trust in the same measure and who have, therefore^ 
laid upon them the supreme duty of coming back and resuming power 
and defending the people who pathetically trust them It was cs'^en- 
tial that the chosen leaders of the Congress should be at the helm if 
the new situation that would arise any day and complications not to 
be foreseen now were to be successfully tackled 

Mahatma Gandhi has made a statement on Mr Amcry’s recent 
pronouncement Even, line and c\ciy' word of it breathes indignation, 
— indignation of a upc somewhat unusual wath the Mahatma I have 
not had the time to rc\ol\e the statement in mv mind and I dare not 
trust m)sclf to make any obscrva’ions on it But I would recommend 
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It to you all £or profouiMl study I would also venture a comment 
on Mr Amcry s speech, though I wonder whether you would agree 
with my mtcfprcfcicofl of it, 

WhHe standing by the famous August dcclarabon and repeating 
all hii o’d ideas Mr Amcry has, upon this occasKm, 
apparently wuh sincerity regretted as much as most of us 
do that the Congrea should have retired, as it were, from the seats 
of power and chosen to support a campatgn of avil disobedience. He 
docs ncr say as he tmght, and as he would have done if he had felt 
It, that die Bntiih Government feel relieved that there b do Congress 
Gm'cmment sitting m any of the seven provmcca. He says he and the 
Government of England are profoundly sorry that they have not got 
the assistance of the Congress Govemmenu. If that is so, and if our 
appeal to the Congress leaden finds favourably recepoon and the Con- 
gress dcades to come back to its positive dunes id the country may 
we hope that Mr Amcry and the Viceroy wiH not have any difficxilty 
but unll welcome them with open arms ? 

Our move m this {irovince under the ladcnhip of 
The Htndu in calling on the Congress leaders to coroc 
hack to thor scats of auihonty in the \anoui provinces u lupplemeiv 
tary to the Bombay Cooferencc. The Bombay Conference, you wiQ 
remember dealt exclusively with the p-nposali for the reorgamiadoo 
of the Centre in India The provincet were left alone, posiiWy under 
the feebng that if the Centre were reconstructed according to our 
wishes, the provinces would follow suit. We arc here concerned with 
the proinnccs But supposing M Amcry s No were final and 
nothing would shake the determination of the Government of Great 
Dntam to introduces changes in the desired condition.— we should all 
very much regret it no doubt but we need not for that nraion give 
up this idea in reference to the provinces— if that unfortunate event 
happens, and Nlr Amcry digs his toes into the gnxmd, the neccssiiy 
for our having our chosen leaders in the sea s of power ii only rm 
dered the more pressing Remember the present phase of the war i» 
of the most alarming nature It is a nameless terro that sieres our 
hearts today AH thmp look black and sinister May he as the 
Mahatma emphatically says, India would be thrown upon her o*** 
resources and Great Bniain be unable to tkfeml us any longer ftra 
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Tial troubles of a very acute kind inflamed by the communal animosi- 
ties, of which most disconcerting evidences are cropping up every day 
iill over the country, disturbances stirred up by these tind similar causes 
are likely to make us sleepless. Whom then should we have at the 
lielm? Supposing the British arm weakened — God forbid it — and we 
had to defend ourselves, shall we be in a kind of unorganised assem- 
blage of people or shall we have i at the helm the leaders chosen by 
us? May be, they may not be able to do much for us, but still they 
a'e our leaders New situations will anse every day Complications 
not to be foreseen now may cloud the skies and cause nightmares to 
everyone amongst us Should we or should we not have our chosen 
leaders at the he'm?That is my point now and that has been my point 
'for a long time 

Where are the people, whom with such acclaim, we elected to 
be our leaders in the \anous provincial Cabinets? They are all m 
jail today Who are occupying their places? A Government by Ad- 
visers, not our people, and their paid employees Is that a state 
of things that a body of sensible electors should countenance ? I do 
not mean to throw the b'ame on anyone But I wish we should 
all express our view in the matter as sensible men, as householders 
with a stake m the country, with children to protect, with women whose 
honour is to us more sacred than anything else What could we do, 
unorgamzed as we are ? 

Changing the picture, let us for a moment visualise it with the 
Congress leaders, as before, established in the various Provincial Gov- 
ernments May be, they had only three-fourths of the authority that 
should belong to Provincial Governments but, still, they were armed 
with something with which they could stand forward, talk to out- 
siders and put down trouble-makers Supposing we had leaders of 
that kind established in the various provinces, should we not be a lit- 
tle more emboldened than we are now? I tell you, whatever your 
feelings may be, I am tull of alarm am full of concern, I feel aban- 
doned — abandoned, is the word — by those who ought to be here to 
protect me That is the hne that we take We ask the Congress 
people to come back, lead us and protect us in this time of great trou- 
ble Their place today, as people who hold our confidence and suf- 
frage, is beside us and not in pnsqn cells They may be very usefully 
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octuprtd there, spuming or carding or ■whate^c^ else it might be* but 
that -would not avail m, when the enemy u at the door when the 
robber and the datcut are duturbmg the pca« of our home*. \Vc want 
a volnntccr force, organized, held under tight control, doing police- 
mens duty but not doing pobcemau oppression, Wc want a force 
animated wholly by the patriotic desire to be servants and defenders 
of the public. Now tell me, are the paid police the people whom 
we should trust to be so? Should wc not ask for and should we not 
desire that a force directed and Inspued by the patriotism and Ideals 
of the Congress, and officered controlled and governed under Congress 
auspices sbcmld be at our disposal? Do not tbmk that that tune is 
far ofi It looked far a few months ago but today it is quite near 
Tomorrow before we wake up, trouble might come, and you will 
wring your hands and call aloud for someone whom you could trust. 
Men whom we trusted whom we clothed with authority to whom 
wc assigned the specul task of preparing the country for defending it- 
self— those men ore nowhere to be found. They must be brought 
back from ]iU and installed again in the places that they occupied be- 
fore this wrong was adopted. 

As to how the Congress leaders ore to be brought hack, this could 
not be achieved by merely wahing it. The process and the modas 
operanJt should be left to wiser heads acting together May be wc 
might ask the Goremment to release them, so that they might cormiU 
together and devise measures for the protection of the country which 
the Government might not be able m spile of tbeir obvious duty to 
do, h!ay be we should ask the Congress leaden themscltes to agree 
to come back and do that duly if they arc allowed to. May be two 
mmts would have to be arranged togetber I hare no dear notion 
of these just rww 


Yet Another "No" 

Mr AMER-i lilt the Hourbom larni ntthing »mJ fotpttl nothing 
With on OTwh-liVc compUrenej that ii Inily opjallinK be anum the 
Houie of Commoni that “Tehattett political unrefl there inaj he !n 
India todai hai cenalnlj not omen in any »-ay froro the luirenne" 
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of provincial sclf-go\crnmcnt”, and that the House could safely agree 
to the extension of the Adviser regimes for another twelve months Mr 
Amery cannot help contrasting what he regards as “riie absence of any 
signs of distress” in the Indian provincial electorates oscr the eclipse 
of popular go\ eminent with “what would be the attitude of our own 
■electors if deprived of the seriices of this Front Bench” No doubt 
he was conscious of a pleasant sense of national superiority in institut- 
ing the comparison But if he really believed that “the change to di- 
rect personal governmen^t: by the Governors and permanent officials 
met with general acquiescence and indeed with good-will”, the logical 
conclusion would be that the Indian people positively hugged their 
sla\cr)', being unique in this respect How comes it, then, that Mr. 
Amery, nevertheless, interlarded his speech with references to demo- 
cracy and self-government and worked in a peroration about “our fur- 
ther contribution tovv'ards the completion of our own task m India, 
the task of joining with them (Indians) in crowning the peace and 
uruty already achieved with freedom”? Poor Mr Amery has not the 
eyes to see that, if there is no trouble in India today for him and his 
subordinates to worry over, it is not because the people of the Con- 
gress Provinces delight in their chains but because they are intelligent 
enough and disciplined enough to follow the leadership of the Con- 
gress and to respect Gandhiji’s resolve that Britain shall in no way be 
embarrassed in her time of trial Mr Amery cannot apparently under- 
stand such chivalry and considerateness 

His little lecture of the implications of responsible government and 
the menace of party totalitarianism similarly suffers in impressiveness 
from his inability to see beyond his nose Could anything be more 
comic than his solemn effort to discover in the non-Congress Provinces 
patterns of democratic self-government? He assures them that they 
shall have their due reward — ^an important voice “in any deliberations 
affecting the future constitution of India ” It is m the fitness of things 
that Mr Amery should proclaim in advance his resolve to be guided 
by those communahsts who in Sind and Bengal have abdicated the 
■elementary function of governments — to maintain peace and security 
— and have encouraged communal ill-feehng so blatandy that men like 
Prof H C Mookerji, who are no Congressmen and who belong to 
rmnonty communities themselves, declare that what, is happening m 
these non-Congress Provinces to-day is a tragic foretaste of Pakistan. 
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Mr Atncry we qurtc realise, will dot be much imprmed by rich dtv 
mierened tesonxioy All hu fulminatiom tie roentd for the Coo- 
grcM High Cominand toward* Mr lunsh tod the Mutlim League 
he takes care to use language, which if it u not quite like the cooing 
of the dove it hardly rocrc terrible than the squeak of the mouse 
The tenm of hi* reference to Pakutan reveal, not a *tcm rcsohr to 
turn dersvD once for all Mr ]umaha plan for destroying that unity 
of Indu to which Britain *tiU pay* hp-scrvicc, but a painful anxiety 
to placate the League by suggesting that what worries Mr Amcry t* 
not the idea of vivisection itself but the practical difhculocs it involTrt 
and that none would be happier than be if these difficulties could be 
overcome But if be u so impressed — as to impress it m his tum» 
on the House of Commons — by "the underlying determination of 
Muslim India not to accept any constitunoii which docs not give 
reasocable free play to the individual life of predominantly Mushro 
units" u it not idle to suppose that the legitimate aspirations of a great 
nation could be checked and thwarted indefinitely by Bniaio even 
though her will may be backed by big bsTtahom? Xfr Amery make* 
the mistake common enough to those id his position of supposing 
that the Congrtts ii a bade number this will be obsnous from bis 
jocose references to Satyagraha mo Ncmen t and from the pityuip 
tone in which h- tells the Congress that u is "blind to the nsk than 
no aUermtue constitution ii now likely to emerge whKh could secure 
for it as great a measure of influence and control mer India at * 
whole as it would have cicraied under the present Act" "PraHc 
in departing" is, in Prmperos langeogc the fncndly caution we 
w-ould give Mr Amcry who is a little p r en u ture in proclaiming 
the demssc ci the Congress And tlwugh. ht way mA, undetrund 
It, we would assure him that the Congress having never planned to 
dominate India will not be sorry to hear that the chance hat patted 
Its aim it something very diflcrcnt— that neiihcT Bniam nor the com 
munalrtii and vested interests vrho dance to her tune deluding them 
selves all the while that it was they who called ihc tone shall keep 
the people of Irtdia out of their lawful hentage 

Regarded from this point of view the Congretti refusal to acceiH 
^ Viceroy s August ofTcr should not at all be diflioilt to imdertanJ. 
Mr Amery glibly recounted once again aU the rtatont why IwI'J 
should see in his farmy-ard goose a royal twam In reply we tKoi 
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Only cite the testimony of one of his most ardent admirers Sir George 
Schuster, in the course of the debate yesterday, said “Let In'dians 
come in as members of the Viceroy’s Council in the same position in 
which o‘her Indians had gone into the Council in the past 
That was what the Secreary of State offered, but all Indian poli- 
tical leaders, not only the Congress, would not have it"” So much 
for Mr Amery’s eleborate pretence, on the one hand that the Viceroy’s 
offer meant real ^transfer of power, on the other hand that 
‘■acceptance in prmciple' among all parties other than Con- 
gress He had equally little warrant for the complacet remark that, 
“apart from the Congress the Government’s major policy for the con- 
stitutional future” — to distinguish it from the interim proposals — 
“may be said to have relieved the anxieties of the various elements 
which compose India’s national structure ” Apart from the Mushm 
League, which pace Mr Jinnah and his new admirer, the Secretary 
for India, is neither India, nor even Muslim India by a long chalk, 
no party in India — nor all Englishmen, as will be seen from the note , 
of dissent struck by more than one speaker m the course of the 
Commons debate, though Mr Amery likes to think otherwise — feels 
reassured by the British Governmnet’s pohcy or shares its ridiculous 
optimism Mr Amery violently disagrees with the view that his po- 
licy IS one of drift But what other description could possibly apply 
to the British Government’s attitude that, in the absence of agreement 
between the major political parties, nothmg can be done and that, even 
as regards exploring the avenues of agreement, “the mam responsibi- 
ty for both the invitation and the completion of this high inquiry 
rests with Indians themselves ” That the absence of agreement among 
Indians is but a mere pretext will be seen from the casual manner, bor- 
dering on levity, with which Mr Amery has dismissed the Bom- 
bay Conference proposals Their plan for reconstitution of the Vice- 
roy’s Council, he says, “is certainly something going beyond what 
(ce think practicable”, then, why pretend that it is India’s united 
demand and not Britain’s high pleasure that really matters? Having 
taken up the s‘and that it is for Britain to decide what is the quantum 
of power that the reconstituted Centre shall have and having made 
It clear that that power will be practically ml, what is the sense in 
urging, as an objection against the Bombay proposals, that “there is 
obviously no such agreement here (that is, between the Mushm Lea- 
gue and the Hindu Mahasabha over the Bombay proposals) as would 
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afford the reconstroctcd Cwmal political wpport, or even tctjmttjctnc 
in the Legislature”? And why should Mr Amery regard the pooibte 
lack of the Legislatures backing as a fatal defect m the Bombay 
'Scheme when, with regard to his pet scheme of August last, he masted 
that irresponsibility of the new Councillors to the Legislature would 
be regarded as a pontire mcni ? And when be adnies Sir Tej Ba 
hadur Sapru and his fnends to build up a Centre Party on which, 
he suggests they could dimb to power can he have forgotten that 
he began by positing that the Indian clccioraie was a cypher — an as- 
aumpjoo which, if true, would make a Centre Party based on such 
an electorate ecptttly a cypher ? 

Mr Amcry dedared that he could not contemplate without a 
■certain seme of fmstraDon or depression the difficulty “not so much 
in the devolution of authority as m making me that there ts an au- 
thority in India which can take over and will not break down or 
break up in the process" But if as be says, “there is do essential 
■diSculty so far as thu country s (Britain s) tntcnuoos are coocemed** 
and t£ she it really anxious and united m wuhing to confer co India 
Domimoa Status unmedtately after the wv how can she )mtiiubly 
delay implemenung her pledges solely because a break-Klown or a 
break up is a remote possibility ? It « humanly impossible to make 
sure, before banding over power that such a thing shall not happen 
at all and m fact Bntain nude no such stipulation with regard to 
other EXirmnions. And very sensibly too m the improbable c\‘eni of 
a breakup or a break-dowrn it u the Dominions own business to find 
a way out as best it can It must drCe lU weird as the Scots say 
Bntam simply cannot espect Irniia any longer to belic>-e that she ii 
afraid to part with power m Indus own interests. If chaos must 
come as a result of self-gorcmmenl, it vrill come some day and India 
alone wall have to deal with H- That is a prospect whKh to her 
Is far less gnm than the desperate frustration she feels, confronted 
■with Britain s pobey of dealing with her as caTabetly as If she were 
a conquered country under military occuptjon. It cannot be good 
for Bntain, dthcr, to inspire In India that feeling of futility 
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Congress Must Assert Itself 

Cj ANDHIjrS siatcmcni on Mr Amcry’s speech is charged witli such 
emotion as he rarely puls into his public utterances “Every line and 
ever}’ word of it brcatlrcs indignation — indignation of a type some- 
what unusual with the Mahatma”, said the Rt Hon'blc V S Srini- 
vasa Sastri referring to it in his Ranadc Hall sjicech yesterday 1 he 
explanation must "be spiight in the fact that nothing repels Gandhiji 
so much as insincerity and Mr Amer}' m his speech was so obviously 
concerned with making debating points that he Jiad no use for sin- 
cerity. Much as we should have liked to be able to agree with Mr. 
Sastri’s view that “Mr Amery has, upon this occasion, ajiparently 
with sincerity, regretted as much as most of us do, that the Con- 
gress should have retired, as it were, from the seals of power and 
chosen to support a campaign of civil disobedience”, we arc unable 
to find any warrant for this in Mr Amcry’s speech Mr Amery 
should know, what the man in the street knows, that tlic resignation 
of the Congress Ministries had nothing to do with the communal 
squabbles, and yc‘ he seemed to accept without question the Muslim 
League’s charge that the object of the Congress was to dominate the 
country, and on the basis of'that assumption he ironically commiserated 
It on its bad mistake m adopting a wrong method to gam that 
end As to his ‘sincerity’ in regretting the resignation of the Con- 
gress Ministries, the terms in which he referred to the attitude of 
the electorate towards the Adviser regimes leave not the slightest 
room for any such supposition “The change to direct personal go- 
vernment by the Governors and permanent officials met with general 
acquiescene and, indeed, goodwill”, complacently observed Mr Amery 
and in doing so was only repeating in public what others in authority 
in India have been saying freely in private They have been saying, 
too, that from their point of view Adviser rule represents an ideal 
arrangement and it wou'd be foolish to change it, at any rate so long 
as the war "continues There is, thus, no warrant for the assumption 
that Britain is willing and anxious to see the Congress back mi power in 
the Provinces 

But that does not mean that the Congress should allow itself 
to be Ignored It has to consider its duty to the electorate Mr. 
Amery, as we pointed out the other day, uttered a gross libel when 

1 ’ I . I 

n 
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he UDureproented the dccioratc 23 positively in love vnth the Ad- 
viser Govenunenta. He overlooked the fact that not a nnglc normal 
and constitutional mode of ctprcsaing it> reaentment is available to 
the electorate, with the suspensKm of Lcgislatare and the pems- 
tent refusal of the Government to accept the challenge that rt should 
Joft public opinion by a general dccnon. What %nth the sflenang 
of the I-egijlaturc on the one hand and Gandhi)i t deanon, on the 
other to confine all pohtical action on the part of Congressmen to 
his restricted sa yagraha normal political activity has fallen into dc 
luctude and the public u (celipg anything but Jiappy over this. 
With great feeling Gandhiji writes. **With Mr Amcry s state of mind, 
I suppose It L. too much to expect him to have the elementary grace 
to acknowledge the studied moderation of the Congress in its destre 
net to embarrass the Bniiih Government, while it 1$ fighting for 
1 s very existence. Not having the grace be turns the Ccngrcii 
moderation against it and clauns that the Congress avil disobedience 
has fal'cn flat The simple truth u that the Bniish Government i» 
It U coostitoted today understands only and U obviously 

basking in the comfortable conviction that the Congress has reduced 
Itself to a cypher and may therefor e be ifisregarded as of no account. 
And we must sav with all respect, as we have said before that Bn 
tain will not be forced to tit up and take notice so long as the Con- 
giess maintains the attitude which Gandhiji says he amhontabvely lO- 
lerprcted, after the revocation of the Poona offer by d< 
danng that “the British Government could not at the pre 
scot moment grant or dedare India s independence and that 
therefore, for the time we should be satisfied w^lh complete freedom 
of speech and pen” India mutt not whether on the plea of net 
wishing 10 embarrass Britain or on any other consideration default 
m her duty to hersclf—to press with alt the strength at her command 
for the immeihatc transference to herself of ilie reality of power war 
or BO war It is »n order that the Congress rosy regain the Initiative 
m this naattcr that 'sx have been urging that the utyagraha mmement 
should be called off as it has isdeuacktd the mam political istue Ttx 
the same reason, it is difficult to accept the propoiition tlut if Mr 
Amcry s No to the Bombay Conferen c ikmamJs sKonkJ l*c final 
we ibould, while r e gr e tuog ii, acquiesce in tt and cottccntratc on rrv 
toeing the Congress to power in the IWioccs The scry dcstcr 
menu which seem likely owing to the turn iIk war u ulife ^ 
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their probable reactions on our domestic problems emphasise the para- 
mount need for the people’s leaders securing a dscisive voice in the 
Central Government As all power and all authority is to-day con- 
centrated in that Government, so long as that Government remaiiis 
irresponsible and autocratic, popular Governments in the Provinces 
would not by themselves be able to do much, either by way of safeH 
guarding popular liberties and India’s interests or of ensurmg" peace, 
order and good govertynent within the country 

It IS the right and the duty of the Congress to organise a country- 
wide campaign to force Britain to adopt a more reasonable attitude 
towards the National Demand In this connection, it is not without 
significance that Gandhiji, while holdmg as firmly to non-violence as 
ever, should declare that “if India had been equipped and trained 
tor self-defence and if India had been a voluntary ally of Great Bh- 
tam, I hold that all European powers combined for destruction would 
not have touched Great Britain”, and should further emphasise that 
“the first act of any Government worth the name would be to teach 
its people the art of self-defence, but the foreign British Government 
had no concern about this fundamental welfare of India’s citizens atid 
so It deprived the people of the use of arms” From this it follows 
that only a popular Government at the Centre can be expected to rectify 
this grave defect, and it becomes our duty to work for the establish- 
ment of such a Government without delay Let Britain too ponder 
well what Gandhip says about the immense gain that India’s volun- 
tary and wholehearted co-operation will be to her m this critical hour, 
By their failure to realise this, Mr Amery and his colleagues are doing 
as great a disservice to their own people as to India The Manchester 
Guaidian pertinendy observes, “We do not have India behind us as 
we ought to have, and only by .the Government trymg agam and agam 
riskmg failure, never despainng, always seeking control of the events 
never drifting, shall we succeed ” On whether Britain does m time 
succeed in pacifying and reconciling India depends no’^hing less than 
her own future and that of her Empire ] 


— The Hindu, April 28, 1941 



Bombay Conference Replies 

rr HE Standing Committee of the Bombay Conference hai given 
a dignified and befitting reply to Mr Amcry t patrontnng advice. It 
reroindi him that the Conferenoe realised the need for procnotjog an 
undcTJtandmg between the Coogresa and the Muslim League, long 
before the Secretary of State mvitcd m altentwn to thu matter But 
the Conference, unlike Mr Amcry^ reahsed also that action on the lines 
It advocated was so urgent that it should not be made dependent on the 
emergence of agreeiuent between Indian parties — agreement which 
Mr Amcry himsdf had done oU he could to make didkxdt, tf not 
impossible. For the same reason the Cocnmiucc points out, his gra 
tuitous advice to the Conference to form a Centre Party must be 
rqected. It roundly tells hir Amcry that bis advjcc is viUalcd by 
the fact that his ivna Jiticj arc not beyond question He asks Indian 
parties to agree among themselves forgetting that when on former 
ocaaions India, presented united demands they were contemptuously 
brushed aside, and there u no reason to suppose that the nine thing 
will not happen again even if a Centre Party an idea for which 
Mr Amcry has suddenly deveoped an aflecucm, should emerge in 
time and succeed m formulating an agreed demand What u even 
more conclusive Mr Amcry knows all the time that he u asking for 
the impossible by malang U dear that by agreement he means Dcilhcr 
more nor less than that hU Jinoafa must be placated and his consent 
obtained *Thc burden of the Scaetary of state s speech lays the 
Commiilcc ”ii that before be can be prepared to consider any propo- 
sal, there must be the prior approval of Mr linnab — a position which 
no self rapcciing poiucal party can accept or tolerate*' In uiienng this 
forlhnght indictment the Bombay Conference complctcy viodicaics the 
Congress stand in this r espect. 

The Committee has Uttle difficulty in demolnhing the speaous 
pleas by which Mr Amcry sought to defend hu refuul to accept the 
concrete proyenaU formulated at Bombay for an interim settlement 
It poinls out that there was nothing moJutionary about its plan for 
the reerpanmuon of the Central ovemmeni as the \KCToyi August 
olTcr had conicmpLilcd a large ma)oruy of nonoffiaa) memben in 
the \jcrroyi Council and all that the Bomba) Conferenre aikcd 
was that the Council should be made up wholl) of non-erfh uK, 
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That, nevertheless, Mr Amerj' should regard this as an attempt to 
supersede the ' presen' form of Government by an* entirely different 
one inevitably leads to the conclusion that what the Secretary really 
objects to IS the transfer of important portfolios like Finance and De- 
fence Why then pretend, says the Committee, that the failure to reach 
an agreement among Indians themselves is the obstacle to political ad- 
vance, since It is quite clear that “even if there had been a previous 
agreement between* the, mam political parties these portfolios would 
not have been entrusted to Indian members”'* The Committee’s con- 
clusion IS only too well supported by Mr Amery’s pointed remark in 
his speech that at no time could Britain forget or relinquish her' histo- 
ric obligations’ No wonder that, having not the slightest intention 
to part with the reality of power, Mr Amery should put forward 
flimsy and irrelevant excuses for rejecting the Bombay scheme on 
the ground that such a Centre as it proposed would not have legis- 
lative backing, that he should reject as a tall order the very modest 
demand that India should be dealt with as a Dominion in regard to 
international and mter-impcrial matters, forgetting that she is an 
original member of the League of Nations and has been told times ' 
Without number that tha' was an external and visible symbol of her 
Dominion Status, or, above all, that he should persistendy evade the 
demand for a time-hmit for the conferment of full self-government 

The Committee does not use the language of exaggeration m 
pointing out that “the present policy of the Secretary of State is 
bound to have a deleterious effect on the minds of the people and 
on the situation in India for which the entire responsibihty must be 
his and of His Majesty’s Government ” And so far as they are con- 
cerned, the leaders who organised the Bombay Conference do not pro- 
pose, It will be noticed with satisfaction, to acquiesce in Mr Amery’s 
vNo’, but, on the contrary', are resolved to orgamse pubhc opimon m 
the country in support of the demand that power should be transferred 
forthwith to the representatives of the people They are not oblivious 
to the dangers imphcit in the recent war development, but unlike 
those who facilely plead that this is not the time to stop and argue 
with Britain however unreasonable she may be, they pertinendy point 
out that, while they are all -giving every possible help to Bntain in this 
grave crisis, “they feel that such help will not come m abundance 
unlessj at this critical juncture, the present policy of dnft is 



A Nation at Bay 


ld4 

abtndancd oik] ludunt axe placed in posiuocu of red power and rcspoiv 
ubility” The Bpnih Government! rcfiml to do what n dictated 
alike by considerations of justice and of self interest ihouM be ex 
posed and the Bombay leaden will have the mppoct of all prog r es- 
nve opinion m the country m undertaking this necessary taik^ 


— The H/ndw, April 39, 1941 
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Hammered But Unchasjiened 

It is to be hoped that those good people who met m Bombay 
a few weeks ago and passed resolutions suggesting ways and means 
to end the political deadlo:k m India, now realise the kind o£ men 
they have to deal yvith in the Secretary of S"ate for India and _his 
colleagues m the »Bntish Cabinet 

Mr Amery now tells them that the very modest and moderate 
proposals put forward for the Indianisation of the present Executive 
Council are unacceptable to the Government, since a great war is being 
carried on 

It IS Mr Amery, himself, who needs to be reminded that Bri- 
tain IS waging a war — a war for freedom and democracy 

They have now been asked to bring about unity in the country 
particulary between the Congress and Muslim League, and then ap- 
proach the British Government with their considered proposals When 
Mr Jinnah is fully persuaded to co-operate with the Congress, we 
imagine, Mr Amery will proceed to find further obstacles in the way 
of givmg to Indians what they persistently demand 

We' fortunately have had no delusions in the matter We only 
regret that there are still some Indians who believe in the “bona fides” 
of either Whitehall or New Delhi and expect them to treat the coun- 
try’s^ demands jusdy and equitably. 

Mahatma Gandhi, at any rate, stands fully justified in declinmg 
to withdraw his movement, though Mr Amery ndiculed it as a huge 
joke, since only 7,000 ludian leaders have been jailed and only 5,000 
are now in prison, some of them Premiers, Speakers and Ministers 
who were responsible for administration in eight Provinces! 

Mr Amery now deludes himself into the belief that everything 
in India is being carried on in jthe best way possible, Indian soldiers 
arer fighting loyally at the front, India is producing large quantities 
of munitions and so on , What else do the men who rule at White- 
hall require? 

As , usual, Mr Amery gave more words of encouragement to 
Mr Jinnah to carry on the work he has undertaken m his latest 
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araw If tbc prcjcni democracy u cot agreeable to the League it 
could bitvi totncthing else to *uit m leader i j 

It 11 really very touching to 6nd that there u to much in com- 
mon between a Tory Imperialist and a Muihm Leaguer who claims 
to be fighting for hii country i independence. Both arc to be con- 
gratulated on their new-bom admimDon and fnendship foe each 
other 

From beginning to end, Mr Amcry s speech v.’as a depresnog 
Rcital of the difficulnci particularly comrannal, which pecrent honest 
British polrtiaans h*lce himsell from fulfilbng that oft repeated pro- 
mises to India. He ended with an appeal to all and sundry to close 
thor ranks, reach an agreement and then approach him with a beg 
gmg bowl m their hands for any crumbs that he plight be disposed 
to throw thenu 

In view of this, the strenuous cfforti of some Indian journals, 
m conjunction with the gentlemen who met in Bombay lo resolve the 
pohucal dealovk seem to be utterly futile, however wtlWintefiiiooed 

The supreme fact u that the Bndsh Gosemment does not in- 
tend to part wdih power end all the fine phrases and hypoaitical sen 
timents in Mr Aroery i tedious speech arc mcrelv mnnerrt propa 
ganda for the benefit of perhaps, Americans and other neutrals, 

Mr Amcry s conedt and sdf-satufaetjon are tmpregnalile. He 
made two speeches and congraiubtcd himsdf on the good reccptioo 
gnxn to his initial elToct after it had been derastated by an unpar 
oilelcd spate of cniicism from all sides of the House 

It Is to be hoped that even those Indian optimists who svcrc try 
ing to persuade the hfahatma lo gisc up his methods wall now be 
convinced that he rs justified In hii persistence whatCN-cr die Die 
liards in WTiiiehall may think or do 

Some memben felt ihemselres greatly concerned and cipressed 
the hope that by agreeing to appease the Moderates who met m Bom 
bay It war pofllblc to utilise not only the material resourcet of India 
in the came of urar but also the goodenll and moral support of the 
country 

But wc Jo not suppose Mr Ameiy Is much concerned with such 
mofal consiJcrauons He a1mt»n thought it was high treason to think 
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of changing over the Government of India at this stage, though even 
Sir George Schuster could not agree with him there^ 

The Secretary of State for India was even deaf to the appeal of 
- men hke Sir Stanley Reed and others that the Moderates should be 
persuaded to take up office, so that the world could be deluded by the 
sham facade of an Indian National Government fully co-operating With 
the Viceroy and Mr Amery 

The suggestion was made by Sir George Schuster that it might 
be possible to appoint an Indian Under-Secretary of State who “would 
send back trusted words to India which would tell what the British 
people are fighting for and banish for ever this ridiculous idea that 
this IS only another war for Imperiahsiic purposes” It was not 
accepted 

We are afraid the mere appointment of an Indian as Mr Amery’s 
/ assistant will serve no useful purpose, as was the case in Lord Sinha’s 
time 


V 


It is futile moreover to hope to rally the Moderates to the stan- 
dard of the Government to carry on the Government, either now or 
afterwards, for they have no sanctions, behmd them 

The whole of Mr Amery’s speech was full of mis-statements and 
misrepresentations calculated to mislead the British public and neutral 
countries, as well as to encourage communal fanatics never to come 
to an agreement with the Congress 

Mr Amery perhaps realises that once communal agreement is 
reached, the whole superstructure so painfully raised by him and his 
friends in India will fall to the ground 

Tinally, we cannot pass unchallenged the audacious statement 
about India’s alleged prosperity Mr Amery knows that it is not a 
fact as every foreigner who has come to this country has amply testi- 
fied The only people who are prosperous in India are the great 
Services, the alien merchants, and a small upper’ crust of Indian busi- 
ness men The masses have to exist on an average income of bet- 
ween 50 and 60 rupees per year 

It is to make a clean sweep of such monstrous conditions that 
Indians are demanding independence 

I — The Bombay Sentinel, April 24, 1941 
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Dmde and Rule 


It u to be hoped that the Bntuh Government, panicnlariy the 
Premier and Mr Amery arc now convinced that thar policy haa no 
friends m India and that even the Liberals whom they arc urging 
to rally round their tattered flag of reaction and ?bjcuranU$m refuse 
to accept the invitaboa. 

The reason for this is aimplc When Mr Arocry refused to have 
anythmg whatever to do with the very modest proposals of the 
Bombay Conference — for which so much support was canvassed before 
hand by weB-mcanmg people, whose leaders arc undoubted frKnds of 
the British Government and who arc anxious to pre se rve India i con- 
nection with Bntain for ctct— it may be taken lor granted that he has 
now burnt all hu boats and is dnfting aimlessly on the uncharted seas 
of reaction and repression 

After this it may be os diflicult to convince the vitiHd us to 
convince Indians that Bnlam is really fighdog for democracy and 
freedom and not for her Empire, for there is not a word of encourage 
ment In the whole of Mr Amey t speech calculated to diuipatc that 
view f V 

Mahatma Gandhi has oflen enough said that he would much 
prefer anarchy w^lh which Dndsh pollttcrans so often threaten poll 
iically minded Indians, to the present cxploiDtion of Indus resources 
and her people by British impenalifls. 

It ti this seme of frurtratioo which is mainly rwponilUe for 
the slogan of Indun independence, and u is apparent that Mr Amcry 
and the Dniish ParUameni arc out to dnve InJuns uhtmaiely to the 
frame of mind of Mr Dc Valera and the people of Eire 

Mr Amcry was so much obsessed svith dlfTcrtncrs that he could 
tee nothing else He harped on them tirelessly wnih a view to coo- 
found Bnitsh cniies abroaiL He teems to labour under the fmprrv 

that the maionty of Indians are fond of fishing m the uoobteil 
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waters of politics and communahsm, out of mere spite, and that they 
have nothing else to do 

• 

He dishonestly referred to ‘‘those whose whole career has been in 
pohtical agitation and trouble and to whom political interest still 
seems die dominant one ” 

This charge on the face of it is preposterous and grostesque and 
calculated to giva a wrong impression to the whole world If In- 
dians have been faced with a great pohtical problem for th6 last 
hundred years it is not their fault, but that of British politicians 

Indians have realised that unless India becomes free from foreign 
domination and exploitation, it is impossible for her to rise to her 
full status and take her rightful place in the comity of independent 
nations 

* 

At present India is merely a follower of Britain, tied to the chariot 
wheels of British Imperialism That is a very humiliating position for 
any people with self-respect 

Men like Mahatma Gandhi and Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru abominate 
, politics, but ^they have been forced into their present attitude by the 
Indian bureaucracy and they have no choice in the matter Mr 
Amery’s charge is preposterous, dishonest and mexcusable Only a 
blind Tory die-hard is capable of adding such insult to injury 

Most unfortunately, the debate in the Commons is calculated to 
damp the enthusiasm of Indians, particularly of the intelhgentsia, for 
the cause of Britain, for the sense of frustration has been almost over- 
whelming 

Even the Liberals, as the Chairman of their Federation says, find 
there is no*^hing new in Mr Amery’s statement, and that to him the 
material help of India is more precious than all the moral and spiri- 
tual support of the people for Britain’s cause 

— ^ J 

There is nothing strange in that, smce we have been assuretj by 
men like Mr A G Gardiner that Mr Amery’s is the mentahty of a 
“barbarian ” 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru wrote some time ago that India had now 
fome to the parting of ways, though he was an inveterate lover of 
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England and Engbih itistitutioni. If fuch a thing happem, the ere 
dit for It IS due ttj the Viceroy and Mr Amery both Tone* of the 
mojt reactionary type. 

One nrught have believed in Mr Amery i 'Tiona fide*” if he had 
nmultaneously a*hcd the Muslim League to come to term* with 
other Indian* But he doe* not do thaL He u more concerned to 
encourage the League to carry on it* war agatn*i all those who oak 
for democracy in Indu 

Even the Liberal* are not in a mood to nipport the formation of 
a Central Party a* long a* nothing i* done to encourage faith in Bri- 
ush proiiuic* What they call ”failh In Bntuh ttatamamhip” i* 
^vholly absent in India and nothing ha* been done to restore il 

In dll* connection it v-TJuld be very pertinent to quote the word* 
of the Mujbm ex Premier of the North Western Frontier Province:, 
which IS to be forced into Muslim League* Pakistan Dr khan 
Sahib stated that the Frootrer Paiham would prefer death to Pa 
kittan, for their differe n c e with the Muslim League were of a “vital 
character” \ 

Foe my part” laid E)r Khan Siahlb, “I would prefer death ra 
thcr than join a futile set of people, utterly devoid of action but loud 
on the stage. What a Paihan wants u oruon sacrifice and sdfleis 
service to the cause of the country ^Vhc^c arc these to be found 
m the Muibm League?” 

And yci these are the fnends of Bniuh Impenaliim, which Is 
dcbberatcly misrepresenting the cause of Indians and w^lhholdlng 
a modicum of democracy from them on the specious plea that they 
arc not united while everything I* being done to encourage a separa 
ust scheme. 

There is no sense In tdammg ihc Muslim League or other dupes 
of Mr Amery who u merely carrying oo the traditional policy of 
all impcnahst countne* by dividing Indians to ruW oscr them 

— TAe Boml>ay ScvUnelf April ay I9^l 



Who Are Responsible Now 

t 

Mahatma GANDHI has made a very scathing criticism of Mr 
Amery’s ill-timed, wholly wrong and “amazingly misleading” state- 
ment in the Commons about the Indian demand Gandhiji is fully 
supported by other Iifdian leaders of all sides, who have given ex- 
pression to their amazement in equally strong terms 


It IS significant that Mr Amery’s baseless charges have not been 
supported by a single Indian leader of reputation Some of the Li- 
beral journals m England have condemned them in unmeasured 
terms 

One must agree with the Mahatma when he urges that “distress” 
mstead of softening Mr Amery has left him “absolutely cold and 
untouched ” He is not concerned with realities He lives in a world 
' of his own thoroughly discredited and reactionary, but very characteris- 
tic of men of his type 

Mr Amery’s statement is particularly misconceived at a time hke 
the present, when there are communal riots in several important cities 
m India, m which hundreds of men and women have lost their lives 
and very valuable property has been wantonly destroyed 

That IS not an achievement of which the rulers of India can be 
proud. They cannot absolve themselves from responsibility 

Gandhiji naturally feels for the unfortunate and tragic plight of 
tliousands of innocent citizens who had to flee from cities and towns 
to save themselves This is mainly due to their inability to defend 
themselves. Peaceful and innocent citizens are without means of de- 
fence, and in many cases the Police are merely interested spectators 

The U P Government some time ago prohibited students in 
schools and colleges from drilhng with lathis or dummy rifles, for fear 
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that they migh become apcrti in tbcif uic. Tbu has been done while 
tbe German amjicj -arc marching to Suer, to the Ahddic East and the 
Govemmeat « comphuntiig that it u not getting enough young In- 
diam to tene m the Army 

Fn Bntain even boy* arc bang tnunc<] to »cnc thdr country and 
handle nfie* or gun*. But m India the Government wiD not ct-cn 
tnm youths with latfui and dummy n£e*. 

Who can deny after this that the people arc bang dchbcrately 
emasculated as Gandhiji wntc* in such strong but jusoHablc icrttis? 

Ft IS cufious that ishHc Afr Amcry has been praising the ts-orth 
and work of Indian soldiers m Africa Mr Churchll! has not the grace 
to mention them in his broadcast s\hcrc he merely glonfics the achieve 
meiu* of the white atiieni of the Oniish Empire, though the coloured 
race* dotmtute in it numerically 

Maliacma Gaodhiji is ngfat when he says that all il^ communal 
troub’c in this coun ry which has been intensified after the introduction 
of dyarchy and the preseot consUiuUon, is due lo the “proud ami ill 
coocaved motto of Bniain to “divide and rule" 

“It « the Urmsh statesmen who are responsible for the dmsions 
tn Indus ranks, writes Gandhip “and the dii'isions ^V1U continue so 
long as the Bnush sword holds Indu under bondage." 

Induns might have said nothing if Mr Amery had merely gnen 
express on to his vnewi about (he future Govemmem of India and 
refused any potiual advance But he has been guilty of dwltoftcst sta 
icmenis, “made in ut^r disregard of truth,'* misleading the ignorant 
world. 

But it Is useless to exaggerate the Importanc of the ne^t of Mr 
Amery though he happens to be the Secretary of Sutc for India *t the 
present moment Whocs« may o cupy that pcrtluon, we ilo not be 
bevc Dnmb pcdicy is liVclv to change towiirds this country 

Mr *'rmi\asa Sastn made an eloquent appeal lo the Congress Ir> 
dm to vomc out of the cells and take up responsibility m the I /cod- 
ecs and protect other elements in India. 
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Mr Sasiri is not now a Congressman, but its unsparing and cliro- 
nic critic or he might appreaate the insuperable difficulty in the way 
of Congressmen returmng to office even to protect the public, as Mr 
Sastri pleads. 

No doubt the very tragic incidents in Bengal and Ahmedabad liavc 
touched the hearts of most Indians, though communahsts are left cold 
by them ’ , 

Mr Sastri believes that it will be very easy for the Congress to take 
up office, for the Government will be only too glad to welcome it 
Whatever may be the attitude of the Viceroy, or Mr. Amery, it would 
be fatal for the Congress to resile from its present position and return 
to offic.- 

So long as the authorities persist in their wrong policy, so long 
as there is no real “change of heart” anywhere, so long as men in 
^thori y, like Mr Amery, continue to make false and unjustified 
charges against the Congress, so long as its demands are not conceded, 
so long as one community is encouraged at the expense of communal 
harmony in India, so long we imagine will it be impossible for the 
Congress to return to office The time for such a momentous step is 
not yet 

If there are others who are anxious to manoeuvre themselves 
into office, and there are plenty of political adventurers in the coun- 
try, let them do so The Congress has left them a free field for 
their ambitions But these placemen have been assiduously working 
in most Congress Provmces, and they have failed signally in their 
attempts, because though the Congress has left the field it really 
holds the field. 

Mr Sastri’s sincerity and eloquence and appeal for moderation 
are likely to be lost on India’s rulers. They are m no mood for con- 
cessions or even gestures and are perfectly satisfied with things as 
they are. 

That IS exactly what Mr Amery told the Commons, and it may 
be why Mr Churchill refrained from makmg the remotest reference 
to India’s magnificent contribution m this war, and her many sacrifices 
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A Nation at Bay 

It h« been the compUiot of many communaluu, who tre 
lig duly backed by the authontic* that most of the troubles m ibc*^ 
country are the result of Congress rule. Now that the Congress a 
out of odScc and power it u for them to bnng a new heaven on , 
'earth to this country Will they or can they do it? 

— TAe Bombay Sentinei, Aprfl 39, 194 r 





i: . “1 ’■ L* ^ J- . 1 / <* „ ■ 1 "] "■ * ,> '», 

1 ' *^jmmm s mafi f iw i ii i ■MMi ~i m ■' I "^tfrrv y . .A ^K} r"‘ .r r* r ^ A ' 3 »a a ^ 








^ , V " ^ / r 1 'l ^ ^ ( y' X 




,^M;uttiaHty’1sAanSrcvfiV^"W3rsi”^dieNpiaSoimfoa'; which' wc^stsosl, i 
1 , ^ '’>°l ^>' 'i-,'' ^ J 

no sK^hJjlders and/no "p^cS/'raantfecmait ' 

to^feap ^'fell'tlier ‘fcw^fdsLottlyr ineoJ^m/bo^inH , togciHcr ior 

'Thl'lt^^al“'a^!vahta^c'nnd^6rbtei^idn.■‘ ^e ;tiitirc>£im4»s'nJc'the‘~mro* i 

^rly of the;'.policylioMu^t4'lli^o' ahard'lU* pix>fits,'>anB Vofe'iTfln j 

,"1 ^ T , '"■'i '''‘ l ^'' j -^ -'■V"’-*'* ^ * j\r'' ■^•{ ' ^ “ ■J , 4 -- 5 ''^,> f 1 




i, ,U A-. W i 

' I “ j ‘ , 1 . I •■ 1 - , _ ■i> s 


'''*'' .A ' r-'. t li j. ’ ^ ,' ‘ lu '/ /. * - 

^ .. s.fM 7 TPj>’ - 




'' . \ .-'■■'’'i.-.' - il, ' tV'-f'. 

jj , * ^ i" t. •• , > ' ? /, ' ^ . f 


1'^ . X yi.^y > y . y. . <* ._ ’f 





